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To my Beloved Pariſhioners, 
the Inhabitants of Sr, Mary 


le Strand, and the PrecinC]} of 
the Savoy. 


\ Hough T intend you a Larger 

| Treatiſe upoz theSacrament 

of the Lords Supper, by the 
Name ana Title of The CRUCHE 
FFED JESUS: Tau I nas 
willing to let theſe Direftions come 
forth, to prepare your Hearts for 
thoſe larger Meditations 5 not but 
that there are Books enough already 
write upon this SubjiG, and by abler 
Pens too : But you having, for ſome 
years paſt, known my Converſation , 
my Temper, my Exhortations, and my 
manner of Speaking, and Writing ;, I 
thought ſomething of this nature mig ht 
be more nſcful to you, than other 
more elaborate Lncubrations, Thiye 
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The Epiſtle 


# nothing I am more afraid of, than 
that the generality of you, both young 
and old, either have not, or will not 
bave,right apprehenſions of that Chr i- 
fftan Religion, you profeſs ; Some be. 
ing apt to place it in a careleſs, cuſtc> 
mary Belief of the De@rine ; Scme 
in leaving a few notorious Sins O- 
thers in ſaying their Prayers ; Others 
in doing 10 body wromg ; Others again 
in having good deſires, aud pious in- 
elinations. All which Opinions are 
notorious miſtakes of the Nature and 
Temper of Chriſtianity, which imports 
4 change of Nature, Diſpoſition, aud 
ating contrary to the Humors, Paſ- 
ſions, Manners, Cuftoms, and Deport- 
ment of the World : And this js it I 
muſt ſee, and perceive in you, before 1 
can conclude , that my pains and 1a- 
bors among you have not been in 
VAIN. 

Brethren , my H:arts Defire and 
Prayer to God for you, u, That you 
may be ſaved. Twill aſſure you, this is 
zo Complement, n9 form of Speech, n9 


Words 


| Dedicatory. 

Words in courſe; but the ardent Wiſh 
of my Soul, aud my ferv:ut. Prayers 
Day and Night : This is the deſire of 
my Soul in private, and in publick: 
For this I fill my Mouth with Argu- 
ments to that God who h-areth Pray- 
ers, even then when you do nt think 
of me: For this I ſtudy, and take 
pains, and am willing to ſpend my-- 
ſclf, and to be ſpent ; and your Sal- 
vation is the great Obje& of mycare<:. 
For this ena I venture your Anger, 
and careſs your Love: For this end 
T1 walk blameleſs among you, and ant 
tender of your welfare :: For this end 
I reprove, and. exhort, and entreat- 
Jou, and. run, and ſpend my breath, 
axd all, thut you may be ſaved. 

1 am no! ignorant-of the Devils: 
devices; 1 am ſinſible of the Nature 
of Sin, how apt it is to deceive youzand: 
though I am not. with you in all pla- 
ces, | fee, by theeffeFts, how th: b nemy 
of 30 ir Son's deals with yn, and whit 
will be 1he iſſue of a careleſs Life. 1 con- 
feder the foraeks of the Damn'd in- 
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The Epiſtle. 

Het, and would fain keep you from that 
dangero:ts Gulph, -I ſee you ſtand up- 
on the b:ink of Deftruftion, and can- 
7t forvear calling to you, O do your 
{elves no harm ! 7he greateſt kind- 
ef; you car ado me, the oreateſt gra- 
tit:de you can expreſs, th: greateſt ci-. 
©iity and reſpe you can ſhew me, is, 
to do according to the wholſome Conn- 
fels I do give you: Whatever Con- 
ferudT ions ſome of you may put upon 
theſe Adjar.itions, the Searcher of all 
hearts knows this to be true, That I 
world r joyee in no:hing ſo much, as 
7.3 your Obedience to the Goſptl. 

[ would f:in rejoyce with you in the 
Great Day of the Lord Feſws : Iwonld 
fain ſee you Glorious Saints in th: 
Ev.rlaſting Manſions: I would fain 
ſee you ſhine as Stars in the Firma- 
ment of 'Heav n : I would ſee you tri- 
11h with Angels, ſing with Cheru- 
bim, and jozn the Celeſtial Duire in 
Eterna! Praiſes. T bink what 2 dif- 
71.U feb it will be in that day, fo ſee 
/eme of you weeping and bowling "a 

the 
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The Epiſtle. 

the burnins Lake, that micht have 
feaſted with the Sou of. God , in his 
Fathers KR n:dom. We that meet to- 
gether in the Church M-litant here, 
What a Happy, What a Glorious ſic ht 
would it be, to meet all in the 
Church Triumphant, when th:ſe Bo-- 

dies do arop from us ! 
It u# no ſmall orief to me, to ſee 
. ſome of” you, who have lived for ſome 
years under my Miniſtry , given 10 
the ſame ſins ana inordinate dtfires , 
as Drunkenneſs, Smwearivg, Lying , 
Cheating, Diſſembling ,Malice, Wrath, 
Hatred, Paſſion, Careleſmeſs and Neg 
lett of the Leora's Supper, &rarreliing, 
fooliſh Teſting, filthy 1 alk, trethine(s, 
Pride, Oncleanneſs, Kc. they werefor- 
merly enamcured with : Certainly this 
muſt be an Argument againſt you in 
that day, when God ſhall judge the ſe- 
crets of Men, by the Everlaſting Go- 
ſpel. O let's not be forced to complain 
of you , that we would have healed 
you, and you would not be healed. 7o 

this end I beſetch you, 
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The Epiſtle 

I. Tomake the Rules in the follows 
ing Treatiſe familiar to you. There 
is nothing in it , but what you'll 
find exattly agreeable to that Word , 
on which you build your Faith. 
making them familiar Fo J0, 1 ao 
not only mean getting them by Heart, 
| but applying yoxr ſelves to the ſerious 
prattice of them, till you get a habit 
| of thoſe Virtues. A ſorele att now 
and then, when you are in a Religi- 
ous humour, nill ao #0 g004 ;, but you 
ruſt labor at them ſo long, till they 
come to be incorporated with you# Spi- 
rits, and minglewith your Complexi- 
on, and Conſtitution. 

2. To oblige your Children, and 
Servants to learn theſe Rules with- 
out Book, and to admoxiſh themto try, 
and ſee, whether they obſerve them in 
their Behavicur and Converſation; to 
ak them often, Whether their Atti- 
0u5 are agreeable to theſe Rides, and 
whether they are not afraid of loſing 
Gods favour, by neglettin2 ſo great 
Salvation? © 


Bus 


Dedicatory.. 

But then you maſt ſhew themw-a 
good Example; for all your Exhor» 
rations will be but Wind, while you - 
do not expreſs the poſſubility of li-- 
ving up. to theſe Rules in your own - 
Lives. Vour Fxample will make 
theſe Chriſtian Virtues amiable, and ! 
your Pradice muſt ſhew that you be- 
lieve them neceſſary. And Oh! how-- 
comfortable will it be upon your Death--. 
beds, and what joy mill this teſt: mo--. 
ny of your Crnſcience cauſe, that in- 
Godly Simplicity and Sincerity, nos: 
according to fleſhly Wiſd:1m but ac+ 
cording to the  CGirace of God, you:: 
have had your Converſation in the- 
World ? God will love you, ev:n he: 
whoſe lov'ng kindneſs is better thins 
life itfelf: . His Lowe -will .cloſe your-. 
Eyes: His: Love will whiſper the+ 
glad tidings . of Happineſs . in your: 
Fars: Flis. Love will: be- yours» 
Guide throneb the. Shadow and Vali-: 
ley of Death, and this Love - wild 
fee. 3ou ſafe. within... the. Cates »of 

a Blej+- 


The Epiſtle, &c. 
a Bleſſed Eternity. Which Love that 
it may become your Portion and In- 


heritance, is, and (hal be, the hearty 
Wiſh aud Prayer of 


Your faithful Friend, and 


| 
| 


Miniſter in Chriſt Jeſus, 


A. HoxxEecx. 


THE 


| 
; 


| THE 
TRUE NATURE 
OF THE 
Chriſtian Religion, 
I N 


A Dialogue betwixt a Chriſt i2z and 
his own Conſcience. 


Conſcience. 


Ouze, rouze, thy fſclf, and a- 
R wake, thou ſlumbring Sinner, 

and think, what that Religion 

means thou doſt profeſs; and 
tell me ingenuouſly, What it is to bea 
Chriſtian ? 

Chriſtian. It is not only to profeſs the 
Dodtrine of Feſws Chriſt, but alſo to live, 
as he lived ; to have the ſame Mind and 

Spirit 
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2 The True Nature of the 


Spirit in me, that was-in Him; to a&+ 
upon the great Principle of an unſeen 
everlaſting Glory ; and to neglc all 
things, rather than the Salvation of my 
Immortal Soul, oba 15. 10. Phil, 2. 5. 
Matith. 16. 26. Heb, 12; 1,2. 

Conſe. Haſit thou a Soul, that's im a pol- 
ſibility of being either Eternally Happy, 


or- Etcrnally Miſerable e 


Chriſt, F have, for my Soul certainly 
is not of the fame nature with my Body, 
but is a Spiritual Subſtance , Rational, 
and Intelligent as Angcls are, ana there* 
fore Incorruprtible, and lignally differs 
from Beals, being capable of obeying 
and diſobeying God; Matt. 10. 28, Pal, 
32.9. Rev.22.8, 9. Iſa, 1. 19. 20. 

Conſc. What if thy Soul be capable of 
obeying and diſobeying. God, doth that 
make it cither.Happy, or Miſcrable £ 

Chritt. Yes, certainly : For to rhe Obe-- 
dient, God hath faichfully promilcd Erar- 
nal Life, and G'ory, when they lcave this 
world ; and ro the Diſobedient, He hath 
peremptoriſy threarned everlzfting An- 
ewſh, and Torment, Rom, 2. 6G, 7, & 
Heb. 5.9. 2 Th:ſſ. 1. 6,7, 8,9 1. 

Conſe. What mult thou do then to be 
ſaved ? 

Chrif. 1maſt neoeffarily obcy. rhe Pre- 


cepts 


Chriftien Religion. ; 


cepts and Commands of my Lord and 
Maſter, and Saviour Chriſt : eſs, which 
he hath delivered, and eajoyn'd erther 
wich his own Mouth, or by his Apoftes, 
Jobs 14. 15, 21. Jobx 15. 14. 1 Th. 
. I. 
; Conſc., What Precepts arc thole thon art 
bound to obry in order to be faved ? 
Chrif. 1. 1 mutt necetifarily curb mime 
Anger and Patton, and be very Meck to 
all Men ig my Speeches, Anſwers, and 
Adions; geatle, and not much concern'd 
under any Aﬀfront, or Injury done to my 
Pearſon 3 or when any thing js ſaid, or 
done, which difpicaſeth me ; and be 
to forgive, and torger all Inzurics. 
I muſt not revite, whea | am reviled 3 


nor give ill Language fo them that reproach *- 


me, nor xcvenge mytcit when it hies in my 
power 3 nor call Men Fooks, and Rogues , 
upon trivial occaſions. 

I muk ſo far love mine Enemies, as to 
do good to them that hate me, if they 
cither defirc or want it ; ble them that 
curſe me, and pray for them that uſe me 
W, Matrb. 5.22, 44. Tits 3.2. Kom. 12. 
17,19. 1Peter2. 21,23. 

2, 1 muſt be very humble, and have low 
and mcan Thoughts of Myfelt, and of my 
Worth, Knowledge, Fortune, Digniry , 

Riches , 
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Riches, Means, and Condition in the 
World. 

I muſt, when I addreſs-myſelf to God: 
in Prayer , or Praiſes, be' very vile and 
baſe in my own fight, and be aſhamed to 
lift up my Eycs and Hands to God. 

IE muſt eſteem other Men, in whom I 
ſce any Goodneſs, better-than myſelf. 

I muſt not commend myſelf, nor take 


- it ill, if other People do not; nor be 


fond of Worldly Reſpe&t and Honor , 
but muſt be Civil, Courteous-, and obli- 
ging even to the Meaneft, and Pooreſt ; 
and regard the Honor that comes of God, 
more than the Honor which cames of 
Men. Matt. 11.29. Mark 10. 15. fobn5. 
44. Gal. 5.26. 2 Sam. 6.22, 


3. I muſt be kind and tender-hearted, 
and compaſſionate, and love to do good 
to my Neighbour, either by good Advice, 
and Counſel; or Reproof, it he go on 
in any known Sin ; or by my Means, and: 
Money and Goods, it he be in want ; or 
by my Labor and Induſtry, if I. can do 
no more, according as my ability, and his 
neceſſity require: And if I know none , 
mult ſeck out Objeas, upon whom, and 
to whom I may do good, Gal. 6. 6, 9, 10. 
Tim.2. 1-17. x 
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4. I muſt ſhun all foreſeen and known 
occaſions of Evil. 

If, by looking on a Man or Woman, 
any diſhoneſt Luſt, or Detire, riſe in 
me, I muſt cruſh it, and look upon that 
Perſon no more: I muſt not go into com- 
pany, where I am certain I ſhall be temp- 
red, and drawn into Sin ; whether it be 
Drunkenneſs, or Swearing, or Paſſion, or 
frothy or filthy Talk, or the like. 

I muſt not touch any thing, that would 
raiſe any inordinate Appetite in me; and 
muft forbear gaudy Cloathing, and other 
external Ornaments, if they prove temp- 
tations to Pride or Loftineſs, and Vanity 
of Spirit, Mate. 5. 28, 29, 30. 1 Tim. 2. 
9. 1 Pet. 3.3, 4. 

5. I muſt labour to be very patient 
under any temporal Afﬀfictions, whether 
Sickneſs, or Loſſes, or other Crofles and 
Diſappointments ; and neither murmur, 
nor repine , becauſe God my Heavenly 
Father ſends it 3 and hath promiſed, That 
it I love Him, to turn all theſe Troubles 
unto my unſpeakable good ;, and deſigns 
an infinite recompence in Heaven, for my 
Patience, Fam. 5. 7. Rom. 8.28. Heb. 12. 
7,99. 

6, I muſt ſtudy great Simplicity in 
my Thoughts, Words, Actions, Garb 
Cloaths 
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Choaths, Furnitare, Houſes, Meat, Drink, 
and the like, and avoid all things that 
may put a flop to my progreſs in a Spi- 
zitual Life; and particularly, all ſuch Re- 
creations, as may dull and damp good 
things in me, or bring. upon me an aver- 
lon from that goodnels and fimplicity, 
which was in Chrift and his Apoliles, 
aud the Primitive Chriſtians, 2 Cor, 1. 12. 
Matt. 10, a6. Phil. 2.15. 1 Th:ſſ.5. 22. 
7. Imuſltin all places, where ever Iam, 
watch over my 1houghts and Specches, 
end Expreffions,, and Adtions, becauſe 
God hrars, and f:cs me, and is every 
where preſent 3 and take heed, that nci- 
ther any Temporal Profit, nor Pleaſure, 
nor.the Favour of Men, make me fay, or 


do, -or comply with any thing that is. 


nful, and I-ſuſpeRt to be fo, P/el. 13g. 
12,3 4. Matth.12. 36. Col. 4.6.1.Theſſ. 
4+ 4,5, 6. Adir5. 2g. 

$. I muſt not uſe<quivocations,or men» 
tal ox\{crvatians, when Idfpeak, or take an 
Oath ; or promiſe any thing, or make a 
Bargain, nor tcN a Lic witting!y. or wil- 
fully, though I might gain all the Riches 
of the World, or coald ſave my life by 


itz but ſpeak the Truth when ever 1 
think fat to {pcak, orgive an anſwer, let 
the inconvenience be whatit will, or the 

dan- 
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Chriſtian Religion. 7 
danger never ſo great, Epbeſ. 4.28. 1 Per. 
3.15; 

9. I muſt take ſpecial notice of the va- 
rious dealings of God with my Soul and 
Body, and praiſe, and admire him for 
thoſe Providences, whether Epiritual or 
Temporal, as many as come withm my 
cogniſance, 

I muſt praiſe him when riſe, when 1 
lie down, when I fit up, when 1 walk, 
when I cat or drink, or get any awful 
2ain, or Men are kind and favourable te 
me, E/.5.11, 12, Pſal. 105.5. Mait. 6.26, 

27, 28. 1 Cor. 10. 31. 1 Theſſ.$.18. 

10, I muſt do thelame kindnefſſes, fa- 
vaurs and ferviaes to other Men, which I 
would have other Men, who are in fuck 
cixcumitances, do to me, and therefore TL 
mult -be charitable, juſt, honeft, faithful , 
fbaccre in all my dealings with them, and 
put a good contiruction on their doubtful 
ations, becauſe I would bave them beſo , 
and do {o to me, Mar.7.12. 2 Cor. 13. 
to $262 7e Rom, 13. Fon Þ 

11. AC to the condition , cal- 


ling, os «cation 1 amen, 1mutt diſcharge 
my duty belonging to that calling, condi- 
tion, or relation, with very great conf{ci- 
enciouſacſs 3 as a Servant, I muft be faich- 
ful and reſpeRtiul to wy Maſter or Mi- 
ſtreſs ; 
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ſixe(s 3 as a Son or Davghter, very ten- 
der of my Parents welfare , credit , and 
command ; as a Subject, obedient and 
loyal to the King, and thofe who are in * 
Authority under him, in a'l lawful things z * 
as/a Member of a publick Church, care- | 


ful to preſerve its peace and nnity ; as a 
| Husband , or Wife, loving , kind , and 
amiable to my yoke- fellow ; and in the 
lawful calling God hath placed me in, di- 
ligent and' induſtrious. x Pet. 2. 13, 14; 
18. Epb.6.1,4,5. Col. 3. 18,19, 20,215 
22. Col.4. 1. Rem. 12.11. 

12. I muſt delight to think of God ; 
and dclight to ſpeak of Spiritual things, 
and delight to do the Will of God 3 and 
| _ delight in all theſe, and in other good 
| Works, More than in the gaudes, pomp , 
glory, and vanity of this preſent World. 

I muſt uſe the World, as if I uſed it nots | 
and be very indifferent, whether I have |} 
much of the Worlds Goods or no: And |} 
my chief Aim and Deſign muſt be to get 

a Share in God's evcrlaſting Kingdom. 
Maith, 6 33. 1 Cor.7 29,30,31. Pal. 

112. 1. Pſal. 139.17. Pſal. 119.72. 
Conſe. Why art thou obliged to do all |} 
| this, in order to Salvation ? 
Cbrift, Partly, becauſe God , mv Su- 
pxeme Governour, expreſly _— 
| thele 
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Chriſtian Religion. 5 
theſe things to be done; partly, becauſe 
Eternal Kappine(s is promiſed to none 


. but ſuch as in good carnelt apply them- 


ſclves eo the performance of them) part- 
ly, becauſe infinite Glory isa thing of that | 
conſequence, that it deſerves theſe pains, 
and this excellent temper; partly, becauſe 
the Love of God to me is ſo great, that 
I can do no leſs in common gratitude , 
Matth. 5.20. Matih. 19.17. LANs 13.24. 
2 Cor. 5. 

Conſc. What | is that mighty Love of 
God, that challenges ſuch gratitude ? 

Chrit. When with the reſt of Mankind 
I was loft, and undone in my fhrſt Parents, 
deprived of all hopes of Mercy and Par- 
don and Salvation;the Eternal Son of God, 
to reſtore me to God's Favour, and to 
make me capable of Pardon, and Eternal 
Salvation, took my Nature upon him, be- 
came Man, ſuffered and died tor me; and 
having by hts death purchaſed this Pardon 
and Salvation' for me. offers me theſe Mer- 
cies upon condition of obeying the afore- 
{aid Precepts, Jahn 3.16. Rom.5. 17,2, 
2 Cor. 5,19. 

Conſe, But what if thou haſt not obey - 
&d theſe Precepts of the'Goſpel, is "$4 


any remedy or hopes to recover the fa- 
vour of God? 


+ Chriſt, 


: : 
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Chrift. I muſt neceſſarily repent of my 
Diſobedience with all ſpeed ; and make 
it my buſineſs for the future, to-live up - 
to thoſe Rules, in deſpight of all com- 
mands and allurements from Men to the 
contrary : And upon this Repentance, lin- 
cere Reſolution, and earneſt endeavours to 
obey them, F may ccrtainly hope for Par- 
don and Salvation, becaufe he hath pro- 
miſed it. Matth. 11. 28, 29. Eſc 55.7. 
Foel 2. 12,13, 14- 

Conſc. Butis it poſſible,doſt thou think, 


_ for any Man to obey, and live up to theſe 


Precepts ? 

Chriſt. Tf it were not poſſible for me to. 
obey them, I cannot imagine why God 
ſhould peremptorily require it of me : 
And therefore I may certainly ſo far obcy 
them, as not to at wittingly or wilfully, 
or deliberately againſt them; and fo per- 
form them, as to make them the ſetled 
Rule of my Thoughts, Deſires, Words, 
and Actions, jf I will but uſe the means, 
God hath preſcribed in order to this Ho- 
ly Obedience, Matith. 25, 26, 27. 1 Cov, 
10. 13. 1 fob. 5.3. 

Conſc. What are thoſe means, wherc- 
by this Holy Obedicncc may. be attain» 
ed? 

Chriſt. They are Eight, 1: Confiderati- 
on 


| Chriſtian Religiop, Ir 
on and Thinking. 2. Earneſt Prayer for 
the atfiſtance of God's Grace and _ 

. Diligent Hearing and Reading | 
Word -£ God. pgyen Advice, and 
confulting with faichful Miniſters of 
the Goſpel. 5. Self-Examination. 6: A 
right apprehenſion of the Nature of God, 
and of Spiritual things. 7. Hambling the 
Soul with Faſting. $. A Conſcientious uſe 
of the Two Sacraments, the Son of God 
hath inſtituted; and ordained. 

Conſe. How is Conlideration,and Think- 
ing to be managed? 

Chrifd. 1 maſt ſerioufly, and frequently 
retire, and think with myfelt, that fure- 
ly God's promiſes and threatnings will be 

fulfilled ; chat upon the moment of my 
_ death, there depends Eternity ; andwhat 
a fad and forlorn condition 1 ſhoukd be in, 
ſhould Eternal anguiſh ſcize- on my Soul, 
when it leaves this World; and t 
God be patient, yet he will not be mock- 
ed; that there is no Soul in Hell at this 
time, but would be glad to obey God+-if 
they might be freed, and tried once more 
here ow Earth; that a work of thae con- 
cern is not to be neglected for triftes; 
that my Death is very uncertain, and a 
Death-bed'is- no place or time to bring 
myſelf to a-habie of Obedience; Deus. 


37, 
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32. 29. Pſal. go. 12, Pſal. 50. 22, 

Conſe. What is the nature of Prayer, 
and earneſt begging for Grace and afliſt- 
ance of God's Spirit ? 

Chriſt. 1 muſt take care, that my Heart 
and Mind do pray as well as my Lips 
I muſt be ſenſible of what I pray for, and 
fix my Thoughts upon God in Prayer, 
and earneſtly long for his Grace and Mer- 
cy, and be importunate with him, pray 
often, and with fervour, like a Perſon that 
am concern'd at the danger Iamin ; I 
muſt watch againſt wandring Thoughts, 
or expel them when they come in ; and 
my Soul muſt eſteem and prize the Grace 
of God, and aſlliſtance of God's Spirit, 
above all the advantages "ot the World, 
and be reſtleſs till I get it, and take no- 
tice how God hears and anſwers my 
Prayers, Job. 4. 24. Pſal. 66. 18. Pſal. 
63.1, Pſal. 16.8. 

Conſe, What doſt thou mean by dili- 
gent Hearing and Reading of the Word of 
God ? 

Chriſt. When I read or hear it, I muſt 
read and hear it with attention, and re- 
ſolution, to know God's Will, that I may 
doit: Before I read and hear it, I muſt 
beg of God te enlighten me, and to im- 
print theſe good Leflons, I ſhall hear or 

xcad, 
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read, upon my Soul, and to make them 
effeCtual to me; I myſt apply the general 
Commands I read and hear, to mine own: 
Soul ; and believe, that what God com» 
mands all Men,as Chriſtians and Believers, 
he commands me in particular. I muft 
watch againſt worldly Thoughts in read- 
ing, and hearing, and remember, I do fin, 
ifI donot mind whatlI read or hear, L#»k 8. 
18. Mark 4.24. Foh. 5. 39. Pſal. 119,18. 

Conſe, In what manner muſt thou ask 
advice of faithful Miniſters of the Goſ- 
el ? 

; Chriſt. I muſtgo to thoſe whoare very 
ſerious, or {cnd for any of them, and ask 
them about the ſtate and condition of my 
Soul ; and what I mui do to ſecure God's 
Favour ; how I muſ} go about the great 
work of Salvation ; and beg their direCti- 
on in performing the Will of God; and 
acquaint them how it is with me 3 what 
Temptations I am fubjcct too, and what 
Corruptions I am inclined to: And in» 
treat them to tell me, how to be rid of 
them, and oblige them to help me with 
their Prayers, and encourage me to a vis 
gorous perſuit of the everlaſting Riches; 
and whenTI have done fo, muſt follow their 
Advice and Counſel, 2s 16: 30, 31,32- 

Mark, 10. 17. Phil. 5. 17, 
R Covlc 
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Conſc, :And- what is to be done with 
Self-Examination £ | 

Chriſt. I muſt frequently look into my 
Thoughts, Words, and Actions, aud ſee 
whether they are agreeable to the Rules 
of the Goſpel, every night I muſt rake 
an account of myſelf, and conſider what 
J have been doing in the day time, .whe- 
ther I have not told a Lye, deceiv?d no 
tody, broke forth into no - paſſion, done 
Good, reſiſted Temptations, been often 
with God in Prayer, taken notice of God's 
Providences, &c. that, where I have done 
amiſs, I may watch againſt it the next 
day 3 and where I have done well, I may 
admire the Goodneſs of God, and praiſe 
him for it, Pſal. 4. 4. 2 Cor. 13. 5. Lam. 
3: 40- 


have of God, and Spiritual things? 
Cbriſt, 1 mult belicve, h 


1. That God is a Spirit Omnipreſent, | 


Omniſcient, infinitely Good, and Wiſe, 
and Holy, and Jult, and will be a Rewar- 
der to them that diligently ſeek himz and 
puniſh the Diſobedient , either here, or 
hercafter, or both here and hereafter, 
Heb. 11.6. 2 Thi. 1. 6,7. Pſal..$8.11. 
Pjal. 50. 21, 


2, That this God is our Supreme Gov | 


vernor, 


Conſe. What apprehenſions mult thou 


| 
| 
b. 
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vernor , and hath revealed himſelf to be 
Father , Son, and Holy Ghoſt, or our 
Creator, Redeemer, and SanQikier 3 and 
that there is ſome reſemblance of theſe 
Three in One in the Sun, in which is the 
Light, and Heat, and Beam, which Three 
make but one a, 1 fFohbx 5. 7. Matth, 
25. 19. 2 Cor, 13. 

3. That all vi, fell in Adam, the 
firſt Man; and by that fall, moved God 
to withdraw his Love and Favour from 
them; and that God the Son, in commi- 
ſeration to our Nature, became Man of 
the Virgin Mary, ſuffered and died , and 
by his Death, rendred God the Father , 
or rather the whole” Trinity , kind and 
propitious to us, and willing to receive 
us into Favour , and to give us Pardon , 
and everlaſting Life , upon the conditi- 
ons of Repentance and unfeigned Obe- 
dience3 and therefore juſtly called Chriſt 
Jeſus, 7. e. the Anointed - Saviour, Rom, 5. 
G, 9. 10, Gal. 4. 4, 5. Maith, 1, 21. 

'4. T hat the Scripture, where a!l this is 
revealed, is the Word of Gad 3 becauſe the 
Men who revealed this in Scripture, were 
inſpired by the Holy Ghoſt, and in con- 
firmation of it, _wrought true Miracles , 
Miracles tevelPd againſt the power of 
Sin, and impoſſible to be done by human 
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ſirength: The truth of which Miracles 
hath been conves ed down to Poſterity, by 
multitudes of Fye- witneſſes, and from 
them reccitved by all Chriſftian People, 
Het. 2: 1,2, 2 

5. That the Promiſes and T hreatnings 
of the Goſvel will infallibly be fulfilled 
ſooner or later, becauſe God cannot lie, 
Ie 1. 3+ 

6. That our Soul js not our Breath, 
ror our Bleod , nor the Spirits of our 
Blood, but a Spiritual Subſtance, able to 
live, and a& without this groſs Body 
we carry about us; and will immediately, 
upon leaving this Body, be obliged to ap- 
pear before God, and to give him an ac- 
count of its good and evil Works; and 
according, to the prevalency or predomi- 
nancy of either, be made ſenſible of the 
Sentence of Abſolution, or Condemnati- 
on, which ſhall be pronounced at the Day 
of Fudgment, Luke i6. 22, 23. 

7. Thatat the end of this World, there 
v1il be a (olemn day of Judgment, where- 
in the Bodies of all Men ſhall riſe, and 
be rce-unitcd to their Souls; and their 
Thoughts, Words, and Actions be 
Brought to light, and judged, and Sen- 
tence ſolemnly pronounced ; and the 
Good commanded to take poſſellion of 

Li Eternal | 
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Eternal Joys , and the Bad fo go into E- 
vcrlaſting Torments, 2 Cor. 5. 10, 3Latth; 
25. 31, 40. 

$. That God rcquires no rgorc of us, 
than we do of our Children, and Scr- 
vants , and that's Love; and that this 
Live, if it be true, and hcarty , mult ne- 
ccflarily diſcover it{clt in Repentance , 
and ſorrow tor offending Þbim, and a fin- 
ccre endeavour to pleaſe and obey him for 
the future, Lak, 6.46. Malach. 1.6. 

9. That though by Nature we are ge- 
nerally more prone to Evil than to Good, 
and have a ſtronger Byaſs to Sin than 
Righteouſncts: Yet God the Holy Ghoſt, 
by his power and influences, will certainly 
aſſiſt, and help us to abhor that which is- 
Evil, and to cleave to that which is Good ; 
if ſo be, that by earneſt Prayer, Fafting , 
and Meditation, we long, and breath for 
his Help and Influences, Zzke 2 1.13. 

10. That all the Service I offer to 
God, muſt be performed with my Mind , 
Will and AﬀecCtions, or with my Inward 
Man, and with my Heart 3 and that 
without my Mind have the greateſt ſhare 
in the Service, it is inſignificant, and re- 
jected by God, Prov. 23.26. Afatth. 22. 
37- 

11. That by Believing in Scripture , 
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for the moſt part, is meant nothing but 
Obeying 3 and that he who obeys not the 
Precepts of the Goſpel, doth not believe 
that they arc cither Divine, or neceſſary 
to be obcycd, or that the Goſpel is in- 
fallibly true , 4s 6.7. Heb, 11, 24, 25, 
26. 2 Theſ]. 1.11. 

12, That that frame of Spirit, which 
fits a Man for Eternal Happineſs, is ncis 
ther a cuſtomary frequenting the Ordi- 
nances of God, nor ſhunning the groffer 
Sins and Vices of the Age we live in 
nor being Maſter of a ſingle Virtue 3 but 
a Spiritual temper of Mind , which puts 
us upon doing all that's neceſſary to be 
done in order to Salvation, Rom.S, 5,6, 
9,10. 

Conſc. What are the Rules to be obſer- 


- ved in humbling the Soul with Faſting ? 
Chrift. T muſt frequently, as often as my 


ſtrength will bear it, give myſelf to Faſting 
and Prayer; and on thoſe Faſts, wreſtle 
with God for growth in Grace ,, and 
ſtrength againſt thoſe Sins I am moſt prone 
and inclined to, and greater courage 
apainft Temptations. 

I muſt give Alms on that day , for 
the refreſhing of ſome poor Member of 
Chriſtz and ſpend the Day in Supplica- 
tions, and contemplations of my Sins, and 

of 
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of the Wrath of God, I have dcſerved; 
and of Gods Mercy to penitent Sinners 
in Chriſt Jeſus, and in Holy Reſolutions 
to be watchful over my Heart for the 
future, that I may perform thoſe Du» 
tics I have formcrly negleQed, and imi- 
rate Holy Men and Women in their Vir- 
tuous Practices, F/f. 58.6, 7. Maith. 6. 
+7, 18. 1Cor.7. 5. 1 Cor. 9. 27. 

Conſe, Whercin doth the Conſcienti- 
ous Uſe of the Holy Sacraments confilt ? * 

Chriſt, In entertaining right and ſuita- 
ble Notions of the nature of theſe Sa» 
craments, and uſing them to thoſe ends 
and purpoſes, for which they are de- 
tigned, Matth. 6. 22. 1 Cor. 10.31. 

Conſc. What Notions muſt thou enter- 
tain about theſe Sacraments ? 

Chriſt. 1. That theſe Sacraments 2re 
in the nature of Solemn Vows and Pro- 
teſtations: That 1 will be faithſul to 
God in Chriſt Jeſus, by the aſfliſtance 
of the Holy Ghuſt ; or in the nature of 
Covenants, where God and Man do mu- 
tually engage themſclves one to another ; 
or in the nature of outward viſible Signs, 
whereby ſome Spiritual thing is repreſent- 
ed, Kom. 4. 12. Exod. 13. 9. 1 Pet. 3. 
20.21. : 

2, That theſe Sacraments are ordained 
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and inſtituted by the Son of God, my 
Saviour ; and that Baptiſm, and the Sup- 
per of the Lord are all the Sacraments, 
that are either given by Chriſt to the 
Church, or need to. be. receiv'd by the 
Church of Chrift, Matth. 28. 19. 1 Cer. 
He. 23. 

3. That Baptiſm is a ſignificant Cere- 
mony, whereby Children, Men, and Wo- 
men, are waſhed with Water; which 
Waſhing imports God's Pardon for our 
Sins, and our Duty to keep ourſelves 
pure from Sin: for the future; God pro- 
miling the one, and we the other, 1 Pet. 
3+ 2I. 1 Cor.6.11. 

4. That though Children can make no 
ſuch Promiſes, yet it's fit they ſhould be 
Baptized 3 becauſe they are part of the 
Nations which Chriſt would have Bap- 
tized, and are Diſciples, and in the Co- 
venant of Grace: And it's enough, that 
other Perſons promiſe for them as their 
Guardians 3 which Promiſe they are bound 
to perform, when they come to beof Ape, 
Afts 2.38, 39. 

5- That the Bread and Wine (et before 
the Congregation in the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper, repreſents, or puts me in 
mind of, the Crucified Body and Blood 
of Chriſt; or rather of the Benefits of 

Chriſt's 
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Chriſt's Death, which are, pardon of 
Sin, and a right to Eternal Bliſs : And 
moreover, aſſures me, that if I cat and 
drink in this Sacrament with unfeigned 
purpoſe of mind, to make Conſcience of 
whatever Chriſts commands me, that the 
Benefits of Chriſt's Death and Suffer- 
ings, viz, God's Pardon, and a Right to 
Everlaſting Glory, ſhall as verily « ap- 
plied to me, and become one with my 
Soul , as the Bread and Wine, which re- 
preſent theſe Benefits, become one with 
my Subſtance, 1 Cor. 10. 16. 

6, That coming to the Lord's Sups 
per, is the ſtrongelt engagement toa Ho- 
ly Life 3 becauſe, I do there - perſonally , 
freely, and ſolemnly, remember the death 
of Chriſt, and that my fins caufed his 
death 3 and do protcſt to allow myſelf 
no longer in them, but to imitate Chriſt 
Zeſus in his Meckneſs, Paticnce, Humili- 
ty, Charity, and Goodneſs , 1 Cor, 11, 
24,2F- 

Conſe. How muſt theſe Sacraments be 
uſed, in order to thy preſent and ever- 
laſting Comfort ? 

Chriſt, 1. As to Baptiſm, I muſt be bap- 
tiz?d but once, becauſe that initiates , 
and admits me into the fellowſhip of 
Chriſtians , and givcs me. a Right and 
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Title to the uſe of the means of Grace 3 
and this need to be done but once : All 
that is to be done after this, is to keep 
a good Conſcience towards God, ard to- 
wards Man, in the uſe of thoſe means, 
according to the promiſe made for me 
when I was waſhed with Water, Epheſ. 


4. 5. 

: As to the Supper of the Lord , that 
requires my frequent coming ; becauſe I 
ſtand in necd of frequent renewing, not 
only of my Repentance, and love to God, 
and charity to my Neighbours ; but of 
the motives and cnforcives to theſe Gra-- 
ces , whereof the remembrance of the 
love of God in the death of Chriſt, is 


the greateſt, and moſt remarkable, 1 Cor. 
11.26. 
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| T HE 
Fire of the Altar. 


DIRECTIONS 

Concerning the | 

Wortby Receiving of the Lords 
Supper. 


CHAP. I, 


A preparatory Meditation to bring the 
Mizd into a ſerious frame. 


Conſcience. 
T* itnot fit, © my Soul, thou ſhouldeſt 
pauſe a little on thy Redeeriers Death, 
before thou goclt to remember it with the 
Congregation? There are thole Charms 
in that Death, which, if zightly ewes 
we 
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will be invincible Motives to thee to dye 
to a ſinful Life, and to embrace the Holy 
Lite of Jcſus. | 


Should not thou think ? Shouldſt not 
thou cry ? 


| 


O,. that 1 had Wings like a Dove, that 

I might fly away to Golgotha, and behold 
the dreadful SpeCtacle of God, crucified 
for the {ins of the Children of Men! A 
mighty Myſtery this! To the Jews a 
Stumbling-block, and to the Greeks foo- 
liſhneſs : Whatall the Fewiſh Rabbins could 
not ſee, what the greatelt Heathen Sages 
could not find out, that hath God revea- 
led. O God! Thy Ways arc not asour 
Ways, nor are thy Thoughts as our 
Thoughts. We entertain mean appre- 
henſions of Thee, fuch as our narrow 
Underſtandings yield ; but thou loveſt to 
do all things contrary to the meaſures, 
we poor Mortals take. This hath been 
Thy method, ever fince thou haſt thought 
ht to plant a Church in the World! 
Thou didſt ſend Lot into Sodom, and, 
contrary to Mens imagination, didft pre- 
ſerve him from the infe&ion of that 
Bcaſtly Crew, In the midſt of an Ido« 
latrous 
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trous Country Thou didſt bid Elijah ſtand 
up, and declare thy Name to the beſot- 
ted Iſraelites: A place, where to own the 
trae God, was fatal and to make men- 


tion of thy Worſhip, Herefie : Where to 


profeſs thy Faith, was counted madneſs, 
and not to imitate the Luxury of the Age, 
a crime unpardonable. Among the wicked 
men of Anatboth, thou didſt ſeparate Fe» 


remiab for the Prophetick Office z and in'-- » 


the Land of Vz crowded with Pagans 
and Infidels, gaveſt 7oba heart to fear thy 
Providence. Out of Vz, the Metropolis 
of Chaldean Superſtition, thou didſt call 
the Beloved Abraham; and vouchſafedſt 
to him the knowledge of thy Will, in a 
crooked and perverſe Generation. Thou 
didſi fill the baſhful 14oſes with courage 
to talk to Kings; and a timorous Aaron, 
by thy Order, can controul Atheiſts-and 
Idolaters. Thou loveſt to create a World 
out of nothing ; and to call things that 
are, out of thoſe which do not appear. 
Thou loveſt to do things, which to us 
ſeem impoſſibilities, and when the Fig-tree 
doth not bloſſom, loveſt to produce moſ 
pleaſant Fruit. When calamiries are be- 
come dangerous, and paft remedy, thou 
loveſt ro ſhew thy healing hand; and when 
no- probabilities of help appear, declareft 


thy 
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thy Power and Glory. Thou loveſt tor 
bring forth Grapes from Thorns, and 
Figs from Thiſtles; and out of a bar- 
ren Soil, or curfed Ground, many times 
letteft the richeſt! Spices grow. When 
all Mankind lay in darkneſs, and was co- 
vered with the ſhadow of Deathz when 
Devils plaid about them, and the furies 
of the burning Lake laid hold of them ; 
When the fiery Dragon was rcady to 
devour them, and the old Serpent going 
to ſwallow up their Souls ; Behold, thy 
Son appears from Heaven , frigtits the 
Powers of Darkneſs, and all !mmediately 
diſappear. 


IE, 


Ah! My deareſt Jeſu ! Meckeſt of 
Kings, and fairer than all the Children 
of Men ! T behold Thee reigning and hang- 
mg on the Croſs! Reigning ; for. in de- 
ſpight of all the reproaches of thine Ene- 
mies, thou waſi ſtill the everlaſting King, 
and Saints and Angels bowed to Thee 
when thy Body was torn, bruiſed, and 
wounded on the Tree, their: reproaches 
could not dethrone Thee, their virulent 
Tongues could not make Thee le(s than 
thou wert: Theſe impotent wretches 

might 
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might bark at the Sun, but could not ec- 
lipſe its Glory. Thou couldſt have des» 
ſtroy*d their Tongues,but wouldſt notzand 
it was a Royal act, not to puniſh them, 
when thou had(t the greateſt p1 vocations. 
O my Lord ! I ſee Thee blotting out the 
Hand-Writing , which was againſt me! 
Huw red were the Characters ! How 
bloody were the Lines! yet thy Blood 
makes them as white as Snow. 


I IT. 


O my Lord : I hear thy words ſharper 
than any two-edged Sword, and piercing, 
to the dividing aſunder of the Bones and 
Marrow : I hear thy Complaints, I mean, 
which broke the Rocks, and ſhook the 
Earth, and ſhall not my heart be moved 
at them ? For Thee, the Son of God, to 
cry out, My Soul is exceeding ſorrowful,even 
#1to0 death ! Who can hear this? Who 
can think of it, and not ſtand confound- 
ed ! For Omnipotence to fink thus! For 
infinite Perfeionto faint thus ! For Him 
that ſat on the Circle of the Earth, and 
before whom all Nations were as 
Graſhoppers; for Him thus to ſwoon , 
thus to weep, thus to mourn ! What 
could be the xeaſon? © thou Prince of 


Peace ! 
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Peace! Fer the iniquity of thy People, _ 
Thou waſt firuck ; for the fins of the 
World, Thou didſt ſuffer baniſhment, and 
waſt uſed, as if Thou had not been a- 
nointed with Oyl, -or been guilty of the 
crimes, Thy Foes accuſed Thee of. The 
Snares of Death did encompaſs Thee, 
Thy Friends forſook Thee! and thy He- 
ritage, like a Lion out of the Wood, did 
roar againſt Thee / O my Bowels, be ye. 
troubled at this remembrance ! O my 
flinty Heart, canit thou ſee thy Lord, as 
it were, crucifcd before thine eyes, and 
not break out into Floods -of Tears ! © 
Jeſu ! Thou cryeſt to thy Father, and he 
hears Thee not ! He ſeems to be cruelto 
his $on, and deaf to Thy lamentations ! 
The windows of Heaven ſeem to be ſhut, 
and a Veil to be drawn over all the Joys 
and Comforts and Conſolations, that for- 
merly water'd and enrich'd thy Soul! 
See, how dry, and barren, and burnt up, 
this precious Soil appears. No ſhowers 
from above come down, no Sun ſhines 
upon it 3 the Stars of Heaven withhold 
their influence, and ſcarce an Angel will 
ſtir to Thy aſliſtance, O Thou who art 
all Glorious within, and art Thy felf the 
Glory/ of the Univerſe! Were my ; Sins 
laid in a Balance, thcy would weigh hea» - 

viex 


The Fire of the Altar. 


29 
vier than the Sand on the Sca-ſhore ; and 
- then, What need I wonder, that Thou 
' cryeſt ſo loud under the heavy load? For 
the Arrows of the Lord fiick in Thee, 

and his Hand preſſes Thee fore. 


IV. 

O Bleſſed Nazarite / whiter than Snow, 
brighter than the Sky, purer than the Sun; 
How is Thy Face disfigured with Grief! 
How do Thine Eies languiſh ! How diſmal 
doſt thou appear ! Is this the Face that was 
the PerfeCtion of Beauty ? Is this the Face 
that was once the Deſire of all Nations ? 
Is this the Face which ſo many Prophets 
and Righteous Men have deſired to fee? 
Is. this the Face that Abrabam long'd to 

' behold, and the Patriarchs were ambiti- 
ous to have a view of? Is this the Face, 
admired by Angels, and dreaded by De- 
vils? What is thy Beloved more than 
another Beloved ? O Thou faireſt among 
Women! Is this the mighty Bridegroom 
of the Church, who was once transfigu- 
red on the Holy Mount, and his Face did 
ſhine as the Sun, and his Raiment became 
white as the Light? Is this he, whom 
God anointed with the Oil of Gladneſs 
above his Fellows ; whoſe Garments ſmell 
of Myrih, Aloes and Cafha 3 and caft ſuch 

a 
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a ſcent, that the Daughter of Tyre came 
with a Gift, and the rich among the peo- 
ple entreated his Favour ? How is he al- 
ter'd > How is his Countenance chang'd ! 
How is the Gold become dim , and the 
fine Gold chang'd! Yer till thou art 
lovely to a Soul that ſecs farther than 
the outhde, Still Thou art a Cordial to 
fainting Spirits. Stxl Thou art a Fountain 
of living waters. Still Thou art the Joy 
of the whole Earth, the Light of Hea- 
ven, and the Song of Sien. My Thoughts, 
O Lord, ſhall follovs Thee to the Croſs. 
Methinks I ſee, how Thou art going to 
dicz thou lookeſt back on thine Enemies, 
and, notwithſtanding all their Aﬀronts, 
offereſt them-Mercy.” O Incomprehenſi- 
ble Goodneſs! Even then,when Thou art 
lifted up to the 'infamous Tree, Thou 
draweſt, and inviteſt all Men to Thee, 
Thou Preacheſt on the Oroſs, and Thy 
very wounds are Sermons to the Children 
of Mcn; and thy Blood trickling down, 
is an Exhortation to Repentance. Sure- 
ly it is good for me to adhere unto Thee, 


and to count it death to be ſeparated from 
Thee, 


V. Q 
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v 


O, whither ſhall T go but to Thee,who 
haſt words of Eternal Life! Thou art my 
Sun , by Thee I ſhall be enlightned , by 
Thee my Soul ſhall be warmed; O, how 
comfortable are Thy beams ! What a 
progreſs muſt that Soul make, on which 
Thou ſhineſt , and darteſt Thy glorious 
Rayes! Thou art that lofty Cedar, whoſe 
boughs overſpread the Believing World ! 


VI. 


Under the ſhadow of that Tree will T 
reſt: It is for the healing of the Nations. 
I will be glad in the Lord, and rejoyce in 
my bleeding Jeſus. While the Wor'd 
« deſpiſes Thee, I will honour Thee ; 
While great Men paſs by, and regard 
Thee not, I that am poor and needy will 
wait to bereftreſhed by Thee | 


VII. 


Go, ye fools! Be, be enamoured with 
your Trifles , admire your Butterflies , 
doat on your fenſual Plcaſures : Here 
is one that looks charming in his Tears , 

lovely 
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lovely in his Blood,amiable in his Wounds, 
and js more beautiiul in the' midſt of all 
his diſtrefles, than the brighteſt Virgins 


Face, adorned with all the glittering Trea- 
ſures of the Eft, 


VIII. 


O my Strength ! By Thee I defire to 
be comforted, and ſupported. © anoint 
my Eyes with thy Sovereign Eye-ſalve, 
and I ſhall ſee , and live. O that the 
Clouds, which dwell on my Underſtand- 
ing, where diſperſed, that I might look 
upon Thee fiedfaltly ! © then Thou 
would appear more lovely to me on the 
Crofs, than Creſ#s in his Throne, or Sols+ 
mon in all his Glory! God forbid that I 
ſhould glory in any thing, fave in the 
Croſsof Chrift. In this lie hid vaſt trea- 
ſures of Sweetneſs ! O my Jeſus! Make 
me conformable to Thy death, and give 
me leave to carry Thy marks in my Body : 
Let me be crucified with Thee, and let 
Chriſt for ever live in me. 


I X. 


Canſt thou live in a Soul that hath a- 
buſed Thy Mercy, lighted Thy ro 
an 
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and ſo often baffled the Rratagems of 
Thy compaſſion ? I bclieve, Lord! O 
help my Undbclicfk. "Thou cameſt to call , 
not the Righteous, but Sinners, to repen- 
tance. Oh then my Husband will love 
me, my Redeemer will come and live 
with me; for my repentings are kindled, 
[ hate the fins that have defiled my Soul! 
Away, ye Swine ! Here are no Devils to 
enter in. I am to receive my. Bride- 
groom into my heart. Come, Lord Jeſu, 
Come quickly | Thou art the welcomeſt 
Gueſt I know ! How happy ſhall I be, if 
Thou wilt lodge in this earthly Taber- 
nacle | Happicr, than if all the Angels 
of Heaven took up their habitatio 

here ! | 


>. 


O ye beſotted Fews, what makes you 
run fo faſt to kill the Lord of Life? Ye 
cannot live without him , and what evil 
ſpirit doth poſſeſs you, to kill and murther 
him ? Can you think of his Miracles, and 
do ſo? Can you refle&t upon his Do- 
Erine, and attempt ſuch villanies ? Can 
you remember, how he taught you in the. 
'Temple, even to aſtoniſhment, and ven- 
ture on ſuch proceedings? Can you call 


fo 
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to mind how he hath purged your Coun- 
try of Devils, and your Sick of their 
Diſeaſes , and ſuffer the Devil to enter 
into you ? 


X I. 


O dreadful ſpectacle ! O that my Head 
were Water! Who will riſe with me a- 


gainſt the Wicked ?- O Thou that art pu- 


rer than the Lilies, purge me with Hyfſop, 
and I ſhall be clean 3 waſh me, and my 
flthineſs ſhall not be ſeen! O bathe me 
in the Fountain open'd for the Houſe of 
Fudah, and Feruſalem; and I ſhall look 
fairer than the Children, which fed on the 
Meat of the Ring of Babylon's Table. O 
my God, I thirſt for Thee, as dry Land 
after Water. My Soul flies and flutters 
about, like No2h's Dove, and can find 
no reſt, till it gets into the Ark. Great 
Gate of Mercy , open to me; hide me 
from the wrath of an offended God, and 
make a Covenant of Peace with me. Ah! 
Who would not love Thee , that hears 
Thee pray for Thy greateſt Enemies, 


X11. 


O lovely Bridegroom of my Soul ! 
Wound 
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Wound my ' Heart, that it may be fick 
of Love. How kind art T hou, even to 
thy moſt hard-hearted Foes! What a 
Motive is this to love Thee !- What need- 
eſt Thou care what becomes of ſtubborn 
Sinners ! Why ſhouldeſt. Thou trouble thy 
ſelf about Wretches, that will have none 
of Thee, that will have their Dirt. and 
Dung, and Traſh, and Husks, and pre- 
fer theſe trifles before Heaven, and a Sea 
of Glory? Thou canſt live without the 
Society of Men, atleaſt, Thou need*ſt no 
ſuch company : 'Yet thou 'lengeſt for 
their Pardon and Happineſs, as if they - 
had been Thy -greateſt ' Friends, Was 
ever -Goodne(s like - this? O that my 
Thoughts and Contemplations might be 
always buſlie about this Love! This iS no 
vulgar Love,. the Love of David to 
Fonathan ;, the Love of Faceb to Rachel, 
the Love of Brethren, Siſters, Friends, 
will bear no reſemblance here! Moſes his 
Love to the Iſraelites, for whoſe ſake, and 
ſo they might but continue in God's Fa- 
vour, he was content to be blotted out of 
God's Book; and St, Pawl's wiſh to be 
even accurſed of Chritt, for his Kinſmen 
of the Jewiſh Nation : Theſe demonſtra- 
tions of Love come ſomewhat nearer; 
but ill thy Love, my dearclt Lord , 


(ur+ 
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ſurpaſſes all chefe, as the light of the Sun 
doth that of the Moon, and the lefſer 
Stars. They borrow'd their love from 
Thine, and lighted their Candle by Thy 
brighter Fire; that which was exceſs of 
love in them , was but a ſpark of that 


Charity , which: overſpread thy larger 
Soul. 


XIII, 


They did but wiſh todye for the Peo- 
ple; Thou didſt acually expire for their 
o00d : Thelr love was confined to a fin- 
gle Nation ; I hine extended to the whole 
World; Theſe Men were ſill their 
Friends, that they wiſh'd to be miſerable 
for z but thoſe Thou ſuffereit for, were 
Thine Enemies : Their Love had great 
defects mingled with it; but Thine was 
pure and ſpotleſs : Theirs had Clouds 
and Miſts to darken it ; Thine was all 
Light and Glory : Theirs was a ſudden 
tranſport , which might not laſt many 
days; but Thine was conſtant to a Mi- 
racle, and thoſe whom thou lovedii, 
Thouloycdit unto the end. 


X1V, Grcat 
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XIV, 


Great Emperor of Souls! Thou 
hangedſi betwixt Thieves,and not with- 
out reaſon; for I hou fiealeit the Heart 
away. What Heart can ſee I hy Beauty, 
and forbear being enamoured with it ? 
Thou doſt raviſh my Soul with Thins 
Eyes of pity. To ſee Thee caſta favour- 
able look on ſuch a Monfter as I am; Who 
can forbear falling in love with fo much 
clemency ? Iam a Captive in this World. 
The Law of my Members makes me cap» 
tive to the Law of Sin: O take me by 
force from that Priſon !. O ſet me as a 


\ Seal upon Thy Heart ! Rule Thou in my 


Members , ere&> a Trophee over my 
Head, and rejoyce in conquering me. O 
let me be content to undergo the Crols, 
and reproach with Thee! that Thau 
mayſt remember me now Thou art in 
Thy Kingdom! O remember re with the 
lavour T hou bearelt unto thy People : 


XV. 


O my Jeſus! Whocan hear Thee cry 7 


| Thirft, and not with tor Rivers of 1 cars? 


What can.t T hou thirtt tos, but the Sal- 
C vation 


- meaſure thy condition by their own ſen: 


ſuch Water as Datid made his Bed t 
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vation of Mankina? Thou cameft for | 
that purpoſe from Heaven left'lt thoſe | 
brighter Manſions to invite poor ſinners | 
to the mighty Banquet there, « For this | 
Thoudid & Travel: 'pand down. and en- 
duredft Cold and Hunger , and Weari- | 
nefs, for this Thou wroughtett Miracles; | 
tor this'T hoa didtiintreat, rebuke preach b 
the Word in ſeaſon, and out of ſeaſon ; 

for this Thou con!dft be content to eve sd 


'a place where to lay Thy Head for this | 


Thou taughte(t daily in the Temple, | 
{omtimes on the Mount, ſomtimes in a! 
Ship; ſomtimes in a Deſart; for tWthy, 
Soul did long ;. for this thou ſufferedR'; 

tor this Thon walt buffered; beaten, bruiCl 
&d and wounded, even becauſe 'Thou| 
wouldſt not [give over calling poor de-| 
tudcd Sinners to a ſenſe of their Duty;. 
for this T hou thirſtedſt here; The. rude) 
multitude fancies, it ts' either Water or! 
ſme Cordial Thou wifheſt 'for : They 


ſual appetite. But they: were purer def, 
fircs that glow'd in Thy Preaſt. It i 
Watcr, indeed, Thou thirſtedfi for ; bu 


ſmim in. The Tears of a penitent eſs 
are the Wine Thou longeſt for 3 The 
arc the Drink the Son of God thirſts at 

T ty. 
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ter. Weep, weep, mine Eyes, that the 
Lord Jeſus may drink, and be fatished ! 
O Lord, I have given Thee Gall to 
drink, I have. .ofteted Thee the Cup 


.of trembling and aſtoniſhment. . Ah bit- 
ter, Ah wretched Drink ! worſe than the 


fouleſt Ditch- water ! Drink , my deare(t 
Lord ,, Drink, of th? Brook, by the Way. 
Drink of theſe Tears : Drink of this Holy 


. Water; I do ſhed, . O it is the Sweat of 
a.grieved Soul ; of a Soul weary of Sin, 


and heavy laden with the ſenſe of it! My 
Heart melts, my Souls diſſolves at the 
thoughts of my follies. Drink up this 
Heazt of mine,, and let it mingle with 


thy Bawcls of, Mercy. Here, Lord ! ac- 


cept, of; the Vows I offer Thee! Behold , 


and viſit -this Vine , which thine own 
,right hand hath planted : Shine upon it, 
Lord; let it bring forth pleaſant Grapes , 
-NO. more Grapes of the Vine of Socom, 
bue Grapes ſweet, and which may cheer 
the Heart of God and man. 


RVLI, 

The Drink-O flerings I bring to Thee, 
are inſatiable Defires after Thee, the 
moſt. fervent breathings of my Heart at- 
ter. Thy. Grace and Mercy. © receive 
.th:zm_gracioully, and love me freely. 1 
C 3 bring 
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bring no Rivers of Oil, no Rams, no 
Bullocks with Horns and Hoofs. Thou 
delirelt not Sacrifice, elſe would I giveit 
Thee; Thou delighteſt not in Burnt-of- 
ferings : Thou wilt take no Bullock oor 
of my Houſe , nor He Goats out of my 
Folds ; for every Beaſt of the Foreſt is 
Thine, and fo is the Cattel upon a thou- 
fand Hills. Thou kneweſt all the Fowls 
of the Mountains, and the wild Beafts of 
the Field are 7 hine: If Thou wert hun- 
ery, Thou wouldft not tdl me ; for the 
World is Thin? , and the fulnefs there- 
of. Thou wilt not cat the Fleſh of Bulls, 
nor drink the Blood of Goats; but the 
Offerings Thou expeReſt, are Thank(- 
givings, and paying my humble Vows fo 
Thy Divine Majetty, and calling upon 
Thee in the Day of Trouble, O my God! 
my Soul feir.teth for Thee , when fhall 
I come to appear before Thee ? My Sonl 
i5 calt down within me ; Whenwilt Thou 
comfort me? I long for thy*Salvation; T 
hunger and thirft after Righteouſneſs I 
ſee Beauty and Splendor and Excellency 
i1 it, and would fain be cloathed with 
tat Ornament. Thou defervelt my 
ftrongeſt -delires, my Moſt vigorous 
Breathings , my molt livdy Pantimgs after 
1 hce, Not to longaftes Thee; is tobe 
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a Stranger to real Bliſs 3 not to follow 
hard after Thee, is to be ignorant of Thy 

Riches, and the plenty of Thy Houſe. 
But' what do ta!k of delires of a fingle: 
Heart ? Would: to God, that all Man- 
kind might offer unto T hee their reaſon- 
able. ſervice; Thou deſervelt it, and de- 
ferveſt all the love of Angels too. Bur 
Thou defireft nothing ſo: much as the 
Hearts of the Children of Men. The 
Angels are happy already , only Mankind 
lies ingulfed in miſery; and fo great is 
Thy Charity , (Mt, having taken their 
Nature upon Thee, Thou would '{t wil- 


lingly make them equal with Angels. 


* XVII. 


Great Darling of the Holy Trinity 
What haſte-dolt Thou make to dye ! 
How doſt Thou run toredecm the Sons 
of Men! Nothing can hold thee, nothing 
can- reſtrain Thee; not thine own Greaf- 
neſs, not thy Majeſty, not thy being the - 
Son of God, not love tothine own pre- 
ſervation. Thou didſt love me better 
thao Thy felf. How didft Thou fly to 
my deliverance ! Hew doſt Thou lea 
into prevent my hure! No Devils can 
fright Thee, no danger territie Thee-, 
| 3 no 
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no. pain diſcourage Thce , no anguiſh 
make + hee afraid. Thoulongeit till the 
great Work be done. The other Male- 
factors that are Crucified with Thee 
( what honour had theſe Wretches, and 
Vet were not ſenſible of it! One at laſt 
opens his Eye, and fees it, and: ftands 
amazed : Theſe, ) held out longer on 
the Gibbet, but Thou bid(t death: come 
away, and ſeize Thy Life ! It's a pleas 
ſure to Thee to die. O ſurprizing Mer= 
cy! Other men ſeck to eſcape Death as 
long as they can; they ruff away from the 
fight of the Monſter : If they do but 
{ce the ſhadow of it, they tremble, and 
to them death is truly a King of Ter» 
rots, Thou goeſt out to micet it, as that 
which muſt put an end to thy ſufferings, 
and cy miſery. It's death to thee not 
ro die. Thouchideft it for ſtaying. Thou 
haſt a Baptiſm to be baptized with, and 
Oh what wouldeſt Thou, that it were 
accompliſh'd ! 


X VIIL 


Ah! My Lord, I ſee Thy:dying Lips, 
from which dropt Speeches {weeter :than 
Honey, and the Honey-comb. Death is 
going to cloſe them up, yet O vouchſafe 

- s Ine 
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me a Look that may refreſh my Soul. 
And now the Glory is departed from 
Iſrael : the Saviour of the World gives 
up the Ghoſt ! O Ict me dye with Thee! 
O draw meafter Thee, and I (hall live. 
I wonder not (hat the Graves open at 
Thy death, and the Rocks rend, and 
tne Sun hides his Face, but I wonder 
the whol2 Earth did not diffolve, and 
nature itſelt did nct run into its pritti-, 
tive Chaos and Confulton, 


XX, 


O my. crucitied Maſter ! How ill azt 
Thou rewarded for Thy kindneſs! Thouu, 
wert Eyes to the Blind, and Feet to the 
Lame, Thou wert a Father tothe Poor, 
and a Staff to the Aged : Thou didſi cauſe 
the Widows Heart toling for joy : Thou 
didſt deliver the Poor that crycd ,- the 
Fatherlefs, and him that had nv helper. 
Unto Thee Men gave Ear, and waited 
and kept filence at Thy Counſ(c; atter 
thy Words they ſpake not again, and Thy 
Speech dropt upon them: The nakcd 
decx'd themſelves with the Wooll of Ti:y 
Shcep, and I hy door was open to the 
weary Travcller. But now,they that are: 
younger. than 1iou, hate Thee in deri- 


C. 4. tion, 
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ſron ; and they that were Children of 
Fools, Children of baſe Ven, Men viler 
than the Earth, gape upon thee : Thon 
art their Song, and art become their by- 
word; they abhor thee, and flee far from 
thee, and ſpare not to ſpit in thy Face : 
i hey marr thy path, they ſet forward 
thy calamity : Texrors are turned vpon 
thee, they perſue thy Soul as the Wind 
and thy welfare paſſes away as a Cloud, 


XX, 


O infinite Patience! Yet theſe Sinners 
zre offered Salvation by him, whom they 
2buſed thus. Salvation ! What do I hear ! 
O then there is hopes for me, ſor I have 
been one of 1hy Enemies! Ihavemock'd 
Fhee by my tins; I have derided Thy 
ſufferings by my contempt of thy Laws 
l have (corned. T hee, by preferring mine 
oven Will-before Thine; I have ſpit upon 
Thce by my filthy communications; I 
have abuſcd T hee by ſheliring my Sias 
under Thy Croſs; I have dithonoured 
T hee by my Life, diſgraced Thee by my 
carelcſneſs buffeted 1 hee by my impa- 
tience, affronted Thee by my pride, 
made light of thy Power and Goodneſ; 
by my a.iſfkruſt of Thy i'rovidence ; un- 

dervalued 
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dervalued Thy Love by my affcQion to 
vanity : And yet Thou ſtretcheſt forth 
Thine arms to lay hold on me, art loth 
to fee me periſh, unwilling to ſee me 
undone, and proclaimeſt mercy to a for- 
lorn Wretch ! Bleſſed News! O King of 
Kings, Thou crycſt, It is fulfilled ; The. 
Work is done, the vaſt Work of Redempti- 
on; Now I hy Fathers anger is broke 
Now the Fioud Gates of indignation are 
ſhut; Now Heaven ſtands open ; Now 
Thy Fathers boſome is held out. to all: 
that thirſt after. Thee, 


XX: 


Hear this, all ye Priſoners !' Liſten to 
this Meſſage, ye guilty Souls ! Come all 
that are laden with the ſenſe of Sin !"Open 
tie Door! "I hrow off your Chains! Rutr 
to this Rock ! Make haſte to this Foun- 
tain ! Kiſs this Son ! Make much of this: 
Light ! Embrace this Mercy. ! Do you 
diſpute the thing ? Do you queſtion whe- 
ther you ſhall'do it. or no? Is it poſſible 
you can ſiand out ? Ts it pcflible you can. 
demur upon 'it ? Is it pothbic your Hearts 
do not turn within you? Can you rcfufe 
your Cordial ? negle& the Medicine that 
mult” xecoyer you? ſlight the Remedy 
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that muſt fetch you tolifeagain? O Jeſu! 
Thou haſi done all things well ? Thou haſt 
made the Blind to ſee, and the Dumb to 
(peak;and the deaf to hear. O open Thou 
my Lips-and my Muyuth ſhall ſhew forth 
Thy Praiſe. Open Thou mine Ears, 
and let me hear Thy loving kindneſs be- 
times in the Morning. O open Thou 
mine Eyes, and I ſhall ſce how Sweet and 
Gracious Thou art. F 


XXTII. 


O my Life! Thou dyed'ſi; and dying, 
fulfilled {i Thy Fathcrs Will ; for indeed 
it was fit, that one Man ſhould dye for 
the People, and that the whole Nation 
periſh not. Ah! What would Mankind 
have done, it Thou | had{t not paid the 
Ranſome ? Whither. muſt they have fled 


for refuge , if Thou hadſt not given Thy. | 


ſelf a Sacrifice ? They mult have wandred 
about in Cavcs and D-ns, defiitute, tor- 
mented, aftticted, diſconſolate, lived in 
perpetual fear. of. Death, and the, dxead+ 
ful conſcquences of it. Death mult bave 
been for ever a King of Texroxs to them: 
If they had but look'd upon that Hell 
that Deathw ould have open'd; into, bow 


could they but have lived in. perpetual | 


horror ! 
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horror! T here could have been no hope 
of Mercy, no probability of Bliſs 3 their 
Souls would have been in Eternal confus 
fion, always doubting, always afraid, al- 
ways upon the rack. O my Jeſas! Thou, 
through Death, haft deliver'd them,who, 
through fear of Death , were all their 
life-time ſubjeE& unto bondage ! Thou haſt 
knock'd off their Shackles looſed their 
Bands, freed their'Souls ! ſet their Spirits 
at liberty ! IT feel the power of Thy 
Dcath. My Heart takcs covrage; O let 
me riſe with Thee to Eternal Life! O let 
me not lIyc in the Vire, but ſet my Fect 
upon a Rock, and cftabliſh my Goings : 
F have gone aſtray like a loft Sheepz O 
ſeek 'I hy Servant, that I may not forget 
Thy Commandments! 


XXTIT. 

Tho! art the Bread which'icame down 
from Heaven, and with the Bread'in Thy: 
Sacred Supper, Thou offercſt me all the 
Benefits of: Thy: Death and Paflion; ſuch 
a .Feaſe halt bow prepared. for. me 1 fuch 
a Table haſt''Fhou ſpread for me !; My: 
Soul is invited to' Sep: with the Eambthate 
was {1aid!'W hat an.honouris this / What: 
a: condeſcenfion is it! In this Sacrament 
Thou erectecſt a Banner for me, bidſt me 


fir: 
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fit under Thy Vine, andftreng.then myſelt 
with the Fruit that drops from it. Were 
|! the Fiſhes of: the Sa, and all the Fowls 
of the Air, and all, the Beaſt of the Ficld, 
Greſs'd for my Entertainment, it would 
not be fo much as. this plain but Heaven- 


ly, Dict js. Tell not me of Bel/pa2zzar's. 


Banquet, nor of 4bafanerw?s Fealt, nor 
of, the rich Man's curious D:ſhes3. they 
axe all-Scraps and Offa's. to this Entertain- 
tracnt. Here my Bicfitd Redeemer courts 
my Soul; Here he makcs love to a miſe- 
rable Sinner; Here he prcſents me with 
the Riches. of his. Merits : No. African 
Gold, no Eaſtera Pearls, no Indian Stencs. 
arc to be compared with theſe. Here the 


E ord of Glory. offers ro Marry. me, to. 


unite me to him to make an everlaſting 
Covenant with me, to be flcſh of his flcſh, 
and bones of his bones, promiſes to en- 
dow. me with all-his Goods, puts a Ring 
on my. Finger, and bids. me he in his bo- 
form. This is Honour, this is Glory; this. 
is Preferment, which no Royal Courts 
can give, no Selemox. can afford, no Em- 
peror grant., no Monarch cenftr, no 
Kivg beſtow. This.is the mighty Wed- 
ding-Feaſt, at which. the Bleſſed. Angels 
wait; how [hould chey not be there, when 
their Maſtes. is: Prefident, and: —_— 
® 
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of the Banquet ? This puts me in mind 
of all the admirable things Thou haſt 
done for me; in this Brcad are contract- 
ed all the Daintics and Delicacies. ima- 
ginable. 

XXIV. 


© wonderful- Love, that waſt notcon- 
tent to be known to me, but art willing 
to give Thy Self for Food to me! What 
pains dolt Thou take to melt my ſtubborn 
Heart / Thou. art willing to live in me; 
Thou art willing to be one with me, that 
I may not- warp from Thee. Thou art ' 
willing to be my Meat and Drink ; not 
only my King; to protect me, not only my 
Father to tenderme, not only my Naſter 
to take care of me, not only my Saviour 
to ſnatch me out of the Burning Lake, 
not only my Mediator to ſecure me a- 
gainſt Heavens Vengeance; but my Dict 
t00-; Thou ſeeſt my Soul wants Meat 
propcr- for her nature : Alas! the World 
cannot be. that Meat : That's an heteroge- 
neous.thing: As well may Angels food on. 
Hay or Graſs, as my Soul on things that 
profitnot, That which my. Soul muſt 
feed on, muſt be ſomthing Spiritual. 
Thou, O Jcſu ! are that Great Spiritual 
Cvjct-my Soul muſt x on; nothing _ 

Wi 
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will content it : And witen my Thoughts 
contemplate Thee, when my Soul medi- 
tates of Thy Charity ,when my AﬀeQions 
love Thee, when my Dcfires long for 
Thee, when my Willſubmits to Thy caſy 
Yoke, when all my Faculties delight in 
Thee, when Thou appearcft lovely and 
charming, and amiable to my mind 3 then, 
then my. Soul hath its proper Food, then 
it's like to live,then it's-in a way to thrive, 
then it proſpers, then it grows, then it 


gets a chearful Look, then the Angels: 


viſit it, the World perfealy ſfowres it, 


ſenſual pleaſures ruine it, carnal fatisfa-. 


ions make it Meager. Thou, O Lord, 
thou alone, canſt make it flouriſh like the 


Palm-tree, and fatisfhe it with the: Rivers 


of Thy Pleaſures. 
XXV, 
O my Lord, how ſweet is- it to ſuck 


Honey out of this Rock! Thy Bread 
ſtrengthens toa Miracle, and T hy Blood 


makes Souls drunk. It is as the Dew of 


Hermon, and .as the Dew that deſcends 


on the Mountains of Zion; for there the, 


Lord commanded the Bleſfing, even Lite 
tor evermore. O my God, I care not 
tor Abanaand Phaypar now, not for the 

Rivers 


” ow 
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Rivers of Damaſcus, I will ftard under 
Thy Croſs, and oper my Mouth. O 
do Thou fill it ! While others go to 
rejoyce in their Corn and Wine and Oyl , 
I will go to the: Supper of the Lamb, 
Here, Lord , here is my Heart, ready 
to receive that Heavenly Food Thou 
offercſt me. Awake, thou Eternal Spirit, 
awake, blow upon my Garden, that the 
Spices may flow out ! O let this Manna 
ſatishe my taſte, that I may forget the 
Flcſh Pots of Egypt. Behold, Lord, here 
I make a Vow, That it I hou wilt give 
me this Bread to cat , which endures to 
Everlaſting Life, Thou ſhalt be my God, 
{ will ſerve no other Gods but Thee 
I'hou ſhalt command my Heart, my De- 
ſires. and my AﬀeCtions; and without 
Thee, no paſiion ſhall lift up its Hand 
or Foot in all the Land of Goſvex : I will 
ſet Thee over all that I have, and all 
ſhall be at thy diſpoſe. 

Chriſt. 1 fecl my Heart warmed with 
this Confideration: © 1 wilt now turn aſide, 
and fee this great Sight , who it is that 
hangs upon the Croſs, and bleeds for 
my Sins, Oh ! it is the .Son of God ; 
He that was in the form of God , and 
thought it no robbery to- be cqual with 


God, 


52 The Fire of the Altar. : 
God , but made himſelf of no reputati- 
tion , and: took upon him the form of 
a Servant:, and became obedient to the 
Death of the Croſs, that TI might be 


made the Righteouſnets of God through 
him. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. II. 


"NF the Particulars to be obſerved be- 
ſore we come to the Lords Table. 


C onſcience.. 


Ut T is there nothing elſe to. be done 
B by way of preparation for this Bll 


{cd Sacrament ? | 
I. 


Chriſt. O yes! For I muſt, firſt, retire 
ſomtimes, and celebrate, and admire the 
Love of God to me in Chriſt Jeſus,in ſome 
ſuch RefleQtions as theſe > 

Be aſtoniſh'd, ye Heavens, fland ama- 
zed, ye Choirs of Angels, at the conde- 
ſcenſion, of my God. 1 have betray*d him 
to the Philiſtines ;, yet he loves the miſc- 
rable Wretch, and fo. loves bim, that he 


gives his Son to redeem him. 


O God, what doſt Thou ſee in. me ? 
Nothing but Miſery, nothing but Rags, 
nothing but Poverty ; ad yet Thou lo- 
velt me. 


Iim 
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Iam but Duſt and Aſhes, and will God 
vouchſafe a Gracious Look to ſo mean an 
Object ? O Sovereign Being ! Didft Thou 
ever behold a viler Creature than I am? 
And wilt Thou go out of the common 
Road of Love, and ſpread Thy Gar- 
ments over me, and offer me Thy friend- 
ſhip ? 

O Love! which Cherubin admire ,and 
Seraphim adore! It paſſes Underlitanding.: 
It goes beyond my Cognizance : It con- 
founds my Reaſon : I admire the Love of 
a Prince to a Subject; but that wiilbear 
no reſemblance to this Love ! 

God might have triumph'd in my 
Groans , glorified his Juſtice by my 
ſtripes 3 but Pity abounds in him, it hath 
no- Banks, it flows at large, it*s extended 
even to the moſt abje& Creature, aSTI am. 

O Love! How humbleart thou ! How 
violent art thou! Thou breakeſt through 
all the Clouds of Heaven to come dovpn. 
Thou foregocſt the Rules of Greatneſs 
and Majelty, to ſhew thy Glory. That 
the Eternal Son of God ſhould take Fleſh 
npon him, and die to pive life to the 
World / Oh where can I parallel this. 
Love / 

I willing of Love,L will ſpeak of Love, 
I will think of Love, my very dreams ws 
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be employ'd about it. O that T could 
write Panegyricks of it ! Were not: my 
Tongue confined , it ſhould do nothing 
elſe but talk of Love. 

Here is Love, to which all natural Sym- 
pathies muſt vail. I ſee no end thereof 
the farther I go in the ſearch, the more 
I loſe myſelf : But: how ſhould a Creature 
find out the end of that which is infinite? 

Where ſhall I find out the Spring of this 
mighty Stream? Where ihallIl find the be- 
ginning of it ? Alas! Theline of Reaſon is 
too ſhort! There is no-fathoming of this 
Depth. Whocan ſearch into the receſſes. 
of Eternity ? In that vaſt Abyſs, the 
head of this great River lies ; but who 
ſhall dive into it ? It's enough that I am 
{o- happy as to be acquainted with it': It's 
enough that the Almighty hath revealed 
it utito' Babes ; even ſo, Father, it ſeemed 
good in thy fight. I can give no reaſon 
of it. Thy Love, Lotd, was the caufe of 
this Love; Thy Love wax, the motive : 
Nothing elſe could be any enforcive. TI 
am ſenſible Thon art merciful, becauſe 
Thow wile be merciful. 

'O' Thou Eternal Wiſdom, whom the 
Lord poffeſfed in the beginning of his way, 
before his Works of old , who walt ſet 
up from eyerlaſting , from the beginning 

or 
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or. ever the Earth was z when therc were 
no depths, T hou waſt broaght forth; when 
there were no Fonntains abounding with 
Water , before the Mountains were fſect- 
led, before the Hills, waſt Thou brought 
forth, while as yet he had not made the 
Earth., nor the. Fields, nor. the higheſt 
part of the Duſt. gf the Woild 3 who walſt 
there when. he prepared the Heavens , 


when he ſet a compaſs upon the face of | 


the Depth, when he eſtabliſh'd the Clouds 
above, when he ſtrengthned the Deep , 
when he gave to the Sea his Decree, that 
the Watcrs ſhould not paſs his Command- 
ment: O Thou who waſt by him, as one 
ht up with him, who waſt daily his 
delight, rejoycing always before him, cn- 
lighten my Mind, that I may have clearer 
apprehenſion of this Charity ! 

Ariſe, my. Thoughts ! Awake up, my 
Glary! See, O my Soul, how that Love 
{miles upun Thee ! See how bright, how 
clear, how. charming it is ! See how De- 
vils tremble at it! Sce how they grin and. 
fret, to think they muſt have no ſhare-in 
it! See what Glorious Beams it darts on 
penitent Siuners! See how.it warms their 
Hearts! Sce how it follows them , how 
loth: it is. to leave them ! See how ir ad- 
juces them, and how ampax;unate it 4 

wit 
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with them, to ſuffer themſelves to be con- 
quered by it. - 


I I. 


I muſt examine myſelf, not only what, 
and where, and when, and how I have 
(efpecially of late, ) been aCQing againſt 
God, and affronted his Goodneſs, Mercy, 
and Patience ; and what Sorrow, Grict , 
and Fear, theſe particular Offences haye 
cauſed in me ; but whether am unfeign- 
edly reſolv'd to part with all theſe par- 
ticular fins, I am moſt prone and inclined 
toz whether my Heart and purpoſe be 
hx*d to know the Will of ' God, and todo 
it ; whether T do ſincerely, and without 
reſervation, intend for the future, to pre- 
fer God's Will before my Will, and his 
Favour before the Favour of Men 3 and 
whether I do in good earnelt deſign to 
forgo my Profit, Gain, or Intereſt in the 
World,rather than to do any thing that is 
diſplealing to God, whether I do truly 
prize the Love of God above all the Ri- 
ches of this World, and ſee greater Beau- 
ty in that Holineſe, to which Tam invited 
by this Love, than in all the Gaudes and + 
ſatisfaQtions of the, World. Andif I do, 
and my Conſ.ie+*- cars me witneſs of it, 

I may 


/ 


58 The Fire of the Altar. 


I may cheartully go to the Lord's Table, 
and expect the Benchts that axe offered | 
thee, 


I Ii. 


It I have done any ſignal wrong to my |} 
Neighbour, I muſt make him either. xc- 
Nirytjon or (atisfa@ion; I muſt either 
\ reſtore to him what I have cheated or} 
wronged him in, or have ſecretly ,and a-} 
- gainſt his Will 'taken' away from him : 
Or, 'if I am not able to reſtore, make con- | 
 fefſhon of the Fault, and beg his forgive- 
neſs. I muſt be reconciled to him, if. 1 
have offended him, or given him juft oc-| 
caſion to be angry 3-and if after ;that at-| 
rempt, he will, tif keep ; his Anger ,, 1 
| have dclivered my own Soul. A. 

I muſt let my Neighbour know, that If 
do as truly forgive him, as I hope to be 
forgiven of Chriſt Jeſus ;. and to he as rea-| 
dy tv' give, 'as my Neighbour to ask my} 
-pardos. | 
' 1 muſt remember, how God hath en- 
tailed his Pardon upon minc3 and if I} 
forgive not from my Heart, neither will 
my Heavenly. Father forgive my Treſpaſ- 
ſes. If T have abuſed my Neighbour, ei- 
'ther in Words or Deeds, and he hae 

af 
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hath recciv?d, or is like to receive any 
prejudice by it, I muſt not be athamed to 
acknowledge my error, but preter a quiet 


Conſcience before my 'Reputation in the 
World. 


TV. 


I muſt ſurvey the bitter ſufferings of my 


Bleſſed Saviour, as they are laid down and 


deſcribed by-the Evangclilts.. ' I muſt fol- 


low Him into the Garden of Gethſemane, 


and go-up with -Him to the Mount of O- 
lives, -and. there behold -haw His Heart 
was troubled, and how the fears of Death 
fell upon Him 3 How his 'Soul ,wasfilled 
with Sorrow ; and how mhis Life drew 
near unto the Grave 3 how -he trade the 
Wine-preſs of God's Anger alone, and 
humbled Himſelf before His Father ; how, 
as Man,he begg'd, that the Cup might 
paſs from Him, and yet, as Megrator, 
freely conſented to His Fathers Will 
how Diftreſs and Anguiſh came upon 
Him, and in the midſt of thoſe Miſe- 
ries, the weary Diſciples fell aſleep ; 
how he wept and mourned, and ſweat 


'Drops of Blood; and how Hell open'd 


her Mouth upon Him 3 how He bore 
our Griets, and took the chaſtiſement of 
| our 
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our Peace-upon Him; how He drank 
the bitter Cup, and His Heart within 
Him became as melting Wax, how He 
was led to Annas, and He to whom all 
the Angels in Heaven bowed, ſtood be- 
fore a ſinful Man ; how from Arras He 
was dragg*d to Caiapbas, and like a Lainb 
led to the Slaughter ; how He was ac- 


cuſed before Pontizs Pilate, and there be» 


ſpatter'd with all the ill Language that 
Men or Devils could invent; how He 
was (et at nought by Herod, and in ſcom 
deck'd with a Purple Robe; how from 
thence He returned to Pilate, and there- 
upon was ſcourged, and crowned with 
Thorns; how after this He bore His 
Croſs, and was aQtually Crucifed 3 how 
He was made to drink Gall and Vine- 
ear, and at laſt, bowed the Head, and 
dicd, a 

But then, I muſt not only barely ſurvey 
theſe Sufferings, but refleft at the ſame 
time upon my Sins that procured them z 
and accuſe, not only my groſſer Sins, it 
I bave been guilty of any, but my leſſer 
errors, of uling the Son of God fo bar- 
barouſly: TI muſt not reflet upon His 
bloody Sweat, without thinking of my 
prond Thoughts,and Speeches, and Acti- 


ons, that pulled it on Him; nor vpon 
His 
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His Wounds , without: beating my. Breafi 
for my Envy and Malice , and reveng- 
ful Deſires that ,cauted them ; nor upon 
the Crown of Thorns, without dcteſting 
my -interperance, and finifter deſigns in 
doing good, and. affeQtation of yain-Glo- 


ry, that ſet it on His Head ;. nor on: the 


Nails that-core His Fleſh, without taki - 
a view of my Pettiſhneſs, and Peevi 

neſs, and Impatience, which firuck them 
in3 nor, upon, the Spear that opened His 


Side, \ without entertaining ſome diſmal 


thoughts. of my,neglect; of . Meditation , 
and Prayer,and feryency of Spirit,and Diſ- 
courſes, and bearing of. Injuries, and. holy 
heavenly Thoughts; .nor, upon His:Tears, 


{ without looking, ſtern,upon, my he nnd 


ſuperficial eats Bu For . all. theſe 
help'd towards His Death ,and  Ago- 
NIESs 

V. 


I muſt ſhew my. willingneſs to imitate 


Chriſt Jeſus, by doing ſome. ,go0d Work, 


if health and firepgth .do give me leave. 
This muſt be the firſt-fruits of my future 
treading in His ſteps, and will make my 
coming to the Holy Sacrament more com- 


. foxtable. I muſt in this imitate the Wo- 


D man 
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man' that poured out'the Ointment on 
Chriſt's Head, before His Sufferings be- 
"gan; and Chriſt himſclf, who watſht His 
Diſciples Feet, before He refreſhed their 
' Souls with' the Holy Sacrament. Tmuli 
either free ſome Priſoner, to teſtifie my 
reſentment of the' Mercy Chrift ſhewed 


me; in freeing me from the bondage of | 


the Devil; or relieve ſome poor Family, 
to expreſs my Senſe of Chriſt's relieving 
my Soul inthe greateſt ſtrait 3' or impart 
ſome good Counſel to a- wicked and. careleſs 
| Neighbour, to ſhew how kind Chriſt, was 
in viſiting me With His Admonitions; or 
viſit ſome Sick, Perſons that are under preat 
diſtreſs, and comfort them, or help them, 
or. give them, or procure them ſome Phy- 
fick that may 'do them good, if they be 
needy ; to' ſhew how (ſenſible I am of 
Chriſt's being my Phyſician : Or forgive 
ſome ſmall Debt a poor Man owes me, to 
ſhew how IT rejoyce at Chriſt's forgiving 
me Ten thouſand Talents; or viſit a Maz 
that hates me, and behave Myſelf moſt cowr- 
teorſly to him, to ſce whether his Heart 
will melt, and come to a better temper, 
thereby to expreſs my ſenſe of Chriſt's 
Love to me, that have been His Enemy 
or give a geod Book, to one that hath no Mo. 
ney to buy one, to ſhew my ſenſe of _ 
n 3 
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feeding, me with the Word of Life; or 
deny myſelf in a lawful Recreation, or law- 
ful Ornament, or lawful Meal, to ſhew [I 
am ſenfible how Chriſt hath denied him- 
ſelf for my ſake; or pray earneſtly for the 
converſion of a Perſon I bave no acquaintance 
with, and whom I hear to be very viti- 
ous, to expreſs my ſenſe of Chriſt's care 
of my Salvation. 


V I, 


I muſt frequently pray,that God wor 1d 
give me a Heart to breath and pant after 
Him, and particularly, a Heart to eſteem 
and prize his Love manifeſted in this Sa- 
crament, above all the Pleaſures of this 
World ; that He would give me a Faith 
ative and vigorous, and which may preſs 
through all Impediments, and puriftie my 
Heart and Life, and forget what is behind 
it ; that He would give me a contrite Spi- 
rit, and Grace to tremble at His Word 
and Threatnings ; that He would give me 
— to undervalue and deſpiſe the 
World, and the Glories and Vanities of 


it; that He would give me a burning 
Zeal to his Glory, a tranſcendent Love 
to his Name, and Ways, and Ordinances, 
that He would make me fincere in Deva- 
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tion, in Prayer, and in all good Works , 
and baniſh from me all ſiniſter and world- 
ly ends and defigns in holy peformances ; 
that He would give me, firſt reſolution to 
imitate the Saints of old; and the beſt Ex- 


amples at this day, and to ſtop my Ears 
againſt ' all the ſuggeſtions of Fleſh and 


Blood to the contrary 3 that He would give 
me a Mind which may delight in contem- 
plating the Divine Goodneſs and PerfeRi- 


on, and would teach me the great Art of | 
| Self-reſignation, of truſting him with my | 
Soul and Body,and of relying intirely epon 


His Providence. 


VII. 


I muſt reſolve(and unfeignedly upon my 
bendedKnees,or in a very ſolemn manner, ) 
to watch and ſtrive for the future, againſt 
thoſe particalar Sins and Errors, and ſin- 
ful Inclinations' I 'am moſt inclined to 3 
if 1 have negleRed fuch a Self-denial, to 
negle& it no more 3 if I have been guilty 
of ſuch acts of Pride, and Envy, and 111- 
nature , to be guilty of them no more ; 
if I have been careleſs and ſloveniy in my 
Prayers, to be fo no more; if I have 


' pleaſed myſelf with vain Thoughts, to 
" pleaſe myſelf with them no more 3 it I 


have 
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have delighted in fine Cloaths, to delight 
in them no more if I have been falfe to 
my Vows and Promiſcs, to be falſe to 
them no more; if 1 have made nothing 
of i!] Names and ill Language, to dread 
it like Poiſon for the future 3 I muſt re- 
folve to mortifie fuch a habit of fin with 
rigours, With bcing unkind to my Fleſh , 
with Faſting.,and with muldts of Money;if 
I commit, but a fingle a&t of Sin, I muſt re- 
ſolve to uſe the proper, means to ſabdue 
ſuch. a corruptionz 1 muſt reſolve to a- 
void that. Company , where I am, and 
have bcen , apt to yield to a certain fin 
I muſt rcſolve to ſpend my time better ; 
2ndit I have ſpent too much of it in Drefſ- 
lng, in Pleaſure, in Carding and Dice, &c, 
o do ſo no More, whatever diſgrace, diſ- 
reſpeQ, or frowns I may mect with from 
the World, or from mine Acquaintance 
and if I have been careleſs of meditating , 
and being, ſerious on the Lords Day, to 
make a better improvement of that Day. 


And I muſt fo gfolve, as to think myſelf 


concerned to fulfil and perform my ſo- 
lemn Reſolution,unto which I have called 
God as a witncſs. 
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V-I9 L 


1 muſt watch againſt al] things that 
would difcon:poſc and diſorder my Mind, 
put me into a rage or paſſion, and make 
me peeviſh and diſcontented, and conſe- 
quently unfit for the worthy receiving of 
t:2is Sacrament. I muſt labour to pre- 
{crve a calmneſs, and ſcrenity of Mind; 
and that neither multitude of worldly 
Bufincſs do diſtract me, nor injurics pail 
and gone diſcompoſe me, or put me into 
impatient Thoughts and Expretſtions, nor 
preſent Diſappointments rob me of my 
qQuict. I muſt watch againſt impediments, 
that would tempt me to dclay my coming 
to this Table, and rake heed I donot yield 
to Temptations, that would make mie 
Neglect the opportunity put into my hand, 
of making peace with God, and mine own 
Conſcience, I muſt rcjeRt ſuggeſtions of 
this nature, and regard more the neccef- 
ſary concerns of my Soul,than things.that, 
at thc bctt, are but ſcnſualTatisfactions. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. IE. 


Of" the particulars to be obſerved 
when we are at the. Loras. Table. 


Conſcience, 


. Nd what\muſt thy Thoughts be,and - 
what. frame muſt thy Heart bein, . 
when thou comelt to the Holy Table of. 
the Lord 
Chriſt, I-mult, . 


I: + 


Employ my Soul in Holy Ejaculations; 
ſuch as thcſe ; 

' ©: who will give me to drink of the. 
Water of the Well of Bethlehem! Where- 
with ſhall I come before the Lord ? How 
ſhall I bow niy(clt betore the moſt High ? 
Shall 1 come before him With Burnt Of- 
fcrings, with Calves of a year old ? 

O my Lord. Thou haſt ſhew'd me. 
what is good, and what dolt Thon re-. 
quize of me, but to do juRlly , to ſhew 
mercy,.and to walk humbly wich my God? 
O my God! I bring an humble Heaar, , 
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a Soul that defiresto lye low before Thee 3 

a Soul that longs to be clean, and to be 

waſhed in the Bloud of the Lamb; a Soul |} 

weary of Sin, that fees no comfort, no. | 
ſatisfaQtion, no content in things below ; 

but beholds'afaroff the Treaftres'of Con- | 

ſolation, that lye hid in Chriſt Jeſus. 

Theſe are things to be"defired : Theſe 

are Mercies worth having : Theſe enrich 
Bankrupt Souls ; with theſe, Pardon is 
purchaſed, and Heaven is procured. O 
give me a Title to: them'!” Thon'that' art” | 
the true Morning Star, O ſhineuponme? | 
b- O enlighten me! O let me ftel Thy com- 
fortable Beams! Theſe burn not , Theſe | 
ſcorch not; but ſanQifie, and poliſh, and 
adorn. | | 

F have ſeen ar end of all Perfe&ion : |! 
But Thy Merits are exceeding broad's | 
they enlarge' Heaveti, ſubdue Death, con+ 
quer Hell, expel Devils, and make God | 
my Friend. 

How have I doted on the vanitics of 
this World! They are Bubbles, all : But 
Thou, ſweer Jeſu, art perfe&t Beauty , 
a Fountain of Joy , which never wants 
Water, never drics up, never fails , and 
never dies. 

How much better is itto bc h ercin the 
Courts of the Lord, than jn the Tents 

of 


; 
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of the proudeſt Monarchs ! One day here 
is better than a thouſand elſewhere. 

Here God bows to poor Sinners ! Here 
infinite Majeſty converſes with Duſt ard 
Aſhes! Here the King of Heaven is not 
aſhamed to call ſuch poor Worms, as we 
are, Brethren / 

How Cifferent are the ways of God 
from the ways of men / They ſhun a 
Lazarus , and a Beggar; God receives 
them :- And the Soul that's (cnſible of her 
poverty, and begs to be enrich'd, is re- 
freſh'd by him, and invitcd into his bo- 
fom. 

How lovely axt Thou, my great Re- 
deemer ! How amiable ! How kind / How 
beautiful / Therefore do the Virgins love 
Thee. 

Could there be greater Love, than ta- 
ſpill Thy Blood for me? Could there be 
greater Charity than to dye for me > What 
Miracles of Mercy arc theſe ? 

I come to beg an alms at T hine hands; 
it's too great a Gift for me to ask , bur 
not too great for T hee to give fox it is 
Thy Sclt 1 beg. 

O warm my Heart ! Touch it with a 


{ Canal from the Altar | O kindle holy Firs 


in my Breaſt / Burn up the Droſs and Tin 
there, and It nothing but puze Gold re- 
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main. Let Love prevail. O change 
my Heart into fervent Love, and tun 
a'l my faculties into Charity ! 


IL 


I muſt joyn with the Congregation in 
their i raycrs ; I muſt put my Perfumes 
into that common Cenſcr, that the Holy 
Sn:oak may go up with joined Force to 
the 1 hrone of Mercy, 

I muſt not come behind my Fellow- 
Mc<mbers in Zeal, and Earneſine(s. 

They pray for the proſperity of the 
Univerſal Church, that God would guide 
her by kis Holy Spirit; ſo muſt I. 

They pray for all Chriſtian Kings and 
Princes, that they may promote the Glory 
of God, and the Churches welfare 3 fo 
muſt I. 

They pray for the Miniſters of God's 
Holy Word , that they may be ſound in 
the Faith, and Patterns -of Holincſs; ſo 
muſt 1. | 

They pray for all diſtreſſed Members of 
Chriſt , that the Conſolations of Chriſt 
may abound in them 3 ſo muſt I. 

They proſtrate themſelves in Holy 
Confeſſons of their Sins, and pray Aya 
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Remiſſon and Pardon, and Sancifications 
ſo muſt I. 

They Pray to be made Partakers of 


the Benefus of Chrili's Body and Elood, 
ſo muſt I, 


III. * 


T muſt ſhew my.compaſhon to the Poor, 
by contributing to their neceſſities, if I 
am able. 

1 muſt remember , haw poor , how 
wretched, how naked, how miſerable [ 
was, when the Son of God fir(t took pity 
on me, being yet in the Loins of my Fa- 
ther Adam. 

I muſt confider, that myſcif at this in- 
ſtant am lying at the Pool of Berbeſda , 
waiting for the Angel of the Covenant to 
come down, and ftir the Waters, that F | 
may be healed. > 

I muſt Jook upon myſelf as a Perfon,”. 
full of Sores and Sicknc(s, and rcficR, rhat* 
I come to be curcd for God's ſake, by rhe 
Great Phyſician of Souls. 

From myſclf, 1 muſtlook down on the 
Poor, that want my belp; and as t would 
have my Great Mafier have compattion on 
rae, (0 I mult have compaſſion on wy Fel- 


Jow- Servants. 
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T muſt at this time rcfift all worldly 
thoughts, and bid my Oxen, and my 
Farms, and my Domeſtick Afﬀairs, ſtand 
aloof, like Lepers, that muſt not come- 
near a place ſo full of Majeſty, and a Work: 
ſo big with Wonders. 

I muſt with Mary chuſe the better part, 
and look upon Martha's ſerving as unſea» 
ſonable. 

T muſt lay afide contrivances how to 
make a Bargain with my Neighbour, and' 
know noother Covenant, but. what TI am 
' making with God in the Blood of Jeſus. 

I mufi not think of my Tradeand Traf- 
fick 3 but remember, it is fox the Pearl ob 
Price that Iam trading now , and laying 
out:my ſirength and labour, 

I muſt not be diſturbed with a defpe- 
rate Debt, that's owing me; but remem- 
ber the Debts I owe to God, and how IT 
do expe that at this time they ſhould be 
firuck out, and cancell'd for ever. 

I muſt not now torment myſelf about 
2 livelihood, when I come to get a Title 
to 2 Life of everlaſting Glory. 


I mult not now think how to get Bread; 


and make proviſion for my Family 3 bue 
rather. 
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. rather refle& with joy , what large pro- 


viſion the Almighty makes for my Saul, . 
and what care he takes to make me a Son 
of God, an Heir of Heayen, and Coheir 
with Chriſt. 

When ſenſual thoughts fly through my 
Mind at this time, I muſt continue to ſay 
to them, Ariſe, and Depart, for here ſhall 
not be your reſt. | 


V. 


T muſt now make ſome Spiritual refle= 
Ctions on the breaking of the Bread, aud 
upon pouring out of the Holy Wine. 


On the breaking of the Bread. 


Behold, O my Soul, thus was thy Ble(- 
{ed Saviour's Body broken ; Thus was: 
His unſpotted Fleſh torn aſunder. O my 
Sins, ye did this barbarous act. The 
Jews were but the external Inſiruments ,, 
ye were the fatal Cauſes of that torture ! 
Had it not been for jou , the Crown of 
Thorns had never wounded that Sacred 
Head. 

Break, my Heart, Break ; it is a dif> 
mal ſight ! A broken Heat is a Sacrihce , 

which 
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which He, that was broke upon the ac- 
count of thy Sins, will not deſpiſe. 

Nay, He will comfort the humble Soul, 
and the contrite Spirit ; He will pour Wine 
and Oll into its Wounds, ſupple it with 
Balm, heal it with his Death, and make 
it whole by his Agonics. 

Sce here, O my Soul, the Bread which 
is broke, is it not the Communion of the 
Body of Chrilt 7 See how many broken 
pieces are here, which all make but one 
Loaf. So Thou, and Thy Fcllew-Bclic- 
vers, make one myſtical Body, whete- 
of the Crucificd Jeſus is Head and Gover- 
nor, who influences the Body by his 
Spirit, and from his fulneſs diſpenſes 
Grace for Grace, 

Rejoyce, O my Soul! For now the 
Wavcs and Billows of God's wrath are 
Jaid. The Storm of vengeance is huſhd, 
The Thunder js gone, The Clouds clear 
up, I hy broken Saviour hath turn'd the 
Sound of the Trumpet of War into a fiill 
{mall Voice. 

O break with him no more O pre- 
{kerve that friendſhip which was ſo deatly 
bought ! A friendfhip purchaſed 'by Blood 
ſure muſt never dye, T hou art his Friend, 
O do not become his Enemy again, for 
fear he be never Fricnds with thee __ 
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On the pouring out of the Holy Wine. 


Thus, O my Soul, thus flow'd the pre- 
cious Bloud of the tormented Jeſus ! In 
ſuch Streams it iſſued from his wounded 
Pody ! Thus was the coſtly Juice let out! 
Thus the rich Veins emptied themſelves 
of their Treaſure, and all, that thou might- 
ct be clean. 

And, O Fernſalem, wilt thou be clean ? 
Iſhben ſhall it once be * When God makes 
uſe of his own Blood to purihe thee, O 
my Soul, Wilt thou wallow till in thy 
Dung and Naſtineſs ? This would be in- 
excuſable. Ariſe , waſh thyſelf in this 
Fordan, and thy Flcſh ſhall come again , 
like unto the Fleſh of alittle Child. 

O my Soul ! Had not this Blood been 
ſhed, there had becn no remiſſion of 
Sins. From the ſhedding of this Blood , 
date thy happineſs; when God ſaw this 
Blood, the Tide turned, and thy offend- 
cd Father looked on thee with a merciful 
Face. 

How ſweet is this Blood ! It nouriſhes 
unto Eternal Lite. 

How high the value of it ! It redeemed 
a whole World. 

How wholeſome!'It expels all £xkneſles, 

What 
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What pity was it, that the leaſt drop 
of it thould. fall upon the Ground ! It was 
fit to be received by the hands of Angels ! 
But the Barth,on which finful Men wealk'd, - 
was defited and curſed; and therefore it 
muſt fall upon it to take away the Curſe, 
Man's Sin had made it fubje& to. 

O precious Blood ! Drop , drop, upon 
my Soul! Let me feel thy Virtue ! Drive 
out the Curſe, water this barren Ground , 
that hath brought forth Bryars and 
Thorns, and lt it bring forth pleaſant 
Fruit again. 


VI. 


When F receive the Holy Bread, my 
Mind muſt vent itfelf in ſome ſuch Breath- 
ings, as theſe : | 

Omy Lord, I do remember vw ithJoy | 
and Grief , that thy Body was crucified | 
for me, the meaneſt of thy ſervants. I 
remember it with joy, becauſe Thy Love 
is wonderful. O how vehement, how 
violent was jt to love an Enemy, and by. 
that Love to. charm me into Obedience ! 
F remerober jt with grief, becauſe my Sins 
were Thy Murtherers. O my Lord, I 
will ſtand out againſt T1 hy Offers of Grace 
no Jonger, Here, take my Heart: I 

4 | ſolemnly. 
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ſolemnly reſolve to dedicate myſelf, and 
all T have to Thy Service. 


Or, 

O God! This Sacred Bread puts me in 
mind how the Lamby of Ged was offered 
for me. Do I believe this, and. ſhall not 
my Soul make Thee her higheft, and her. 
chiefeſt good? O my God, I take Thee 
here, not only for my Saviour but for 
my King and Maſter too. Come , Holy 
Spirit, rule my Heart; for I will hence- 
forward ſerve no+ other Gods but the 
Great fehovab alone, who loved me, and 
gave himſelf for me, 


Or, 

© my Jeſus! My Life! My Joy ! My 
Comfort ! Thou dicdt that I might live. 
I xemember it, and adore Thy Majeſty. 
in miſery. O make me Thine, and'as this 
Bread doth mingle with my Subſtance 3 
ſo let Thy Spirit mingle with my Soul, that 
the ſame Mind may be in me, which was 
alſo.in Chriſt Jeſus, 


Or, 
Look upon this Bread, O my Soul ! it 
repreſents the bleeding Body of hy deareſt 
Loxd, Bleed, O my Heart! Give thyſelf 


up 


SF. 
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up to him that groaned for thee. It's> | | 
done, O God, ncither «Death, nor Life . | 
ſhall ſeparate me from the Love of God, 
which is in Chriſt Jeſus my Lord, 
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VII. 


When I receive the Holy Wine, my 
Thoughts mult ſtill be at work, and ad- | 
areſs themſclves to Gad in Chriſt Jeſus, | 
fome ſuch way as this : | 


Either, 


O Jeſu, I thankfully remember, that 
Thy Blood was ſpilt for me ; What am I,” 
and what is my Fathers Houſe, that Thou 
haft brought me thus far ! Thou haſt loved 
me better than I have done myſelf! O my. | 
Lord, give me Thy ſweet, Thy tender, 
Thy free, Thy. humble Spirit, that] may 
be one with Thee, and deſire nothing 
on Earth befides Thee. 


Or, 

O Bleſſed Balſom of my wounded 
Heart ! Welcome, thou Sovereign Salve ? 
How ſ-aſonable is this Medicine / 1dy 
it Thy Blood rclicve me not. O waſh 
me, and I ſhall be whiter than you! L 
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have deſerved to drink the Cup of Trcm+- 
bling and Altoniſhment and 1 hou holdett 
out to me the Cup of Salvation O my 
Soul, remeniber who it is that is ſo kind 
to Thee. Ocſicem, adore, tmagniftic, and 
love him ſor ever. 
Or, 

| _ O ThouBlcſſed Shepherd of my Soul ! 

How ought I to bluſh when I think of 
Thy Blood, which my Sins did ſpill! Yhou 
haſt turned my Darkneſs into 1 ight, and 
my Treaſon into Antidote. Thou cureſt 
me by Contradictions, and the Blood , 
my Sins have drawn from Thy Flcſh, is be- 
come the only refugel have in the Day of 
Wrath. O look upon - Thy own Blood , 
and hide me in Thy Wounds. 1 know 
not how toprize Thy favour; O do Thou 
teach me to dogreat things for Thee, to 
deny myſclf, to take up my Croſs, and to 
follow Thee. 

Or, 

O my Lord ! By Thy Tears, and by 
Thy Blood 1 hou adj'reſt me this day to 
imitate T hee in T hy Graces:in Thy Meck- 
nefs,in Thy Patience, in Thy Humility,ia 
Thy Charity, ina Thy Contempt of the 
World,ard in Thy Heavenly Mindedneſs. 
My Heart is fixed, O God ! my Heart Is 
hxed, 1 will ling and give Praile, Tow 

ait 
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ſhalt be my Pattern. Here under Thy Croſs 

I promiſe Obedience and Conformity to 

Thy Graces. Odo Thou help me ! O af- 

fiſt me! Uphold me with T hy free Spirit 

ſo ſhall 1 teach Tranſgrefſors Thy Way , 

and Sinners ſhall be converted unto Thee. 
Or, 

Great Biſhop of my Soul, who haſt left 
the ninety and nine in the Wilderneſs,and 
art come to {eek this ſiraying Sheep ! Be- 
hold, Lord, the Prodigal is coming home 
again !- Thou comeſt toward me bleeding, 
groaning, dyingz Thou comeſt to receive 
him that: hath forſaken Thee, to draw him 
that hath fled fronz Thee, to kiſs him that 
did/ſcourge Thee, to crown him that did: 
prick Thee; to embrace him that did cru- 
ciffe Thee, to revive him that did kill 
Fhee; and tolove him that did hate Thee. 
O- ſtupendous Mercy !- Henceforward no 
vain Glory, no Worldly Pomp, no outward 
Riches, no Smiles of Great Men, no out- 
ward Comfort, ſhall have ſo much of my 
Heart as I hy ſweet (clf. O encreaſe my 
Faith, my Hope, my Love, my Charity 3 
make my Soul a Temple of the Holy 
Ghoſt ! Ocome, come, Thou Bridegroom . 


of my Soul, come and dwell in me for 
ever! | 


CHAP. 
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CHAT; IF; 


Of the Particulars to be obſerved after we 
have been at the Lords Table. 


Conſcience. 


ND is this all, that is to be obſerved 
upon this occallon ? 
| Chriſt, No : Forafter I have been made 
Partaker of theſe Myſteries' and -Tokens 
of God's Love, I mult, 


| 


Bleſs God for thei opportunity -I have 
had of going with the Multitude to the 
Houſe of God, with the Voice of Joy and 
Praiſe, with the Multitude which keeps 
Holy-day. 

I muſt magnifie his Goodneſs, -who-fo 
loved the World, as to give his only Be= 
'gotten Son, to the end that all thoſe that 
believe in him, ſhould not periſh. 

I muſt ſummon my thoughts to enter 
into ſome ſuch Medication as this : .. 


Whence 
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Whence is it, that the King of Kings 
and the Lord of Lords, in whoſe eyes the | 
very Angelsare not Pure, ſhould come to 
viſit fucha Wretchasl? O myLord! to 
whom doeſt Thou ſtoop! What is that 
Creature, that Thou bowelt thus low to? 
ADen of Thieves, an Habitation of Vipers, 
a Veſlcl of Diſhonour ! O how often have 
I polluted myſelt, cven after Thou haſt 
waſhed me ! Is it potlible, that God will 
dwell in ſuch a polluted Houſe ! Is it poſ- 
{ible , that God will come and feaſt and 
ſup with ſuch an unprofitable Servant ! 
O my Soul! It is not only poſſible , but 
thy Lord hath done it to day : Thine 
eyes have (cen the mighty Works of thy 

| Redcemer. T hou hatt ſeen him converſe 
to day with a Wretch, that hath undone 
what God hath done, hath rendred him 
evil tor good, and hatred for his good 
will. Thou haſt ſeen thy Lord this day 
vouchſating to fit with one who isfull of 
Bruiſes and putretying Sores, and thoſe 
not bound up, nor mollited with Oint- 
ment. 

Alas, my Lord !I have abuſed the migh- 
ty Creator, to pleaſe a Murtherer, at- 
fronted the great Preſerver of Men, to 
pleaſe a Fiend 3 and undervalued him,that 
call'd me to Salvation, to pleaſe an uſur- 


ping 
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"ping Tyrant. +. I can give no reaſon why 
' I have offended Thee, except it be Thy 
Goodneſs and Patience; and could fair 
Weather make me angry * 

What did(t Thou ſee in me, Lord !? 
* that ſhould attra& Thee, and make Thee 
' leave the higheſt Heavens to deſcend into 
' an Abyſs of Miſery ? 
O my-Teſus! Water my Soul with the 
"Fears ' Thou haſt ſhed, anoint me with 
the. Myrrh of Thy Gricf and ' Sorrow. tye 
- me by Thy Bonds;let. Thy Scourges ſoften 
' my 'Heart, lect Thy Detitions ſtrengthen 
'- me; let Thy Croſs raiſe me;' Reign over 
- me, *do with me what feerns good to Thy 
Power, Wiſdom and Goodneſs. O let me 
* never depart from Thee: Lernot the Crea- 
ture draw me more than the Creator, Va- 
nity more than Eternity, Miſery more 
' than Felicity, Filthineſs more than Beauty, 
Slavery more' than Greatneſs, Bitterne(s 
more than Swcetneſs. My Beloved is 
mine, and Iam his; he feeds among the 
Lilies. 'O that thou wert as my Erother 
that ſuck*d the Breaſts of my Mother, 1 
would kiſs Thee, yea, I ſhould not be 
deſpiſed. 

O Lord ! all my deſire is before Thee, 
take away from me whatever doth dil- 
pleaſe Thee, Give me an humble Heart, 


that 


— 
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that I may be content to be countedas 


Dung for 'I hy ſake: Give me an obedient 


heart, that I may be intircly guided by 
Thee: Give me a ſtrong heart, that I may 
cheerfully bear whatever thy hand. lays 
upon me : Give me.a tender heart, that I 
may be kindly affectionate to my Neigh- 
bour : Give me a free heart, that nothing 
may hinder me from running to Thee: 
Give me a heart of Fleſh, that I may lave 
Thee perfectly. | | | 

Praiſe ye the Lord. . I will praiſe the 
Lord with my,whole heart in the Aſſemb]y 
of the Upright, and in the Congregation. 


The Works of the Lord are great, ſought 


out of all them that have pleaſure therein : 


| His 'Work is honourable and, glorious, and 


his Righteouſneſs endureth for,ever. He 
hath made his wonderful Works to: be 
remembred. The Loxd is. gracious and 
full of Compaſhon, he hath given Meat 
to them that fear him, he will ever be 
mindful of his Covenant; He hath ſhewed 
his People the Power of. his Works , that 
he may; give them the Hepitage, of the 
Heathen, The Works of. his hands arc 
Verity and Judgment 3 all his Command- 
ments are ſure,they Rand faſt for, ever and 
ever, andare donein Truth ,and Upright- 
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He hath commanded his Covenant for ever: 
Holy and Reverend is his Name :- He raiſes 
the Poor out of the Duſt, and lifts the Nee- 
dy out ofthe Dunghil, that he may ſet him 
with Princes, even with the Princes of his 
People. Praiſe ye the Lord. 


IT. 

I muſt pray for the Congregation,and my 
Fellow Chriſtians, that do eat of the ſame 
Bread, and drink of the ſame Cup with me; 
that they may all be ſatisfied, as with Mar- 
row and Fatneſs, and their Souls may live. 

I muſt beg,that none of them may receive 
theGrace of God in vain, That they may keep 
and ſtand to the Conditioh of the Covenant 
they have made or renew'd with God, That 
they may indeed fight for the future again{t 
the World, the Fleſh and the Devil, and be 
more than Conquerors, through him that lo» 
ved them, the Lord Jcſus Chriſt. 

My love to Chriſt muſt conſtrain me to 
wiſh and beg.that every May mav love him, 
elſe he doth not appear truely lovely to me. 

I muſt entreat the Father of Mercics to 
diſpenſe his Spirit abundantly at this time, 
That the love of Chriſt prevailing may pull 
down in my Fellow: Receivers all the Strong 
holds of Iniquity,and ali Imaginations which 
exalt themſelves againſt the Obedicnce of 
Chrilt Jefus, That Chriſt may reign vico= 
riouſly in every one of them, live in them, 

9 ach 
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$t iu thcm.,govern them by his Spiric, That 
they may indeed bring forth the Fruits of the 
Spirit, Love, Joy, Peace, Goodneſs, Faith, 
Gentlene(s, Meckneſs, Temperance, e&c. 

I mutt be importunate with God to make + 
them a!l Partakers of the Benefits of Chriſt's 

eath and Paſſion, even of that Pardon,and 
Peace, and Salvation he hath purchaſed and 
cauſe them to walk worthy of it,like perſons 
that are ſenſible of the greatneſs of the Fa- 
vour,and the depth,and breadth.and length, 
and height of the love of God, and conſe- 
quently may be fill'd with all the fulne's of 
God. | 

I'TI. 


I muſt be thankful for the Honour I have 
received at ſuch atime. I muſt look upon't 
as more than erdinary Preferment, that God 
bath vouchſa &d me a place at his Table,ad- 
mitted me into the number of his Children, 
made me Partakcr of the promilſcs of the 
Gofpcl, open'd his Boſom to me, received 
me into Favour,aihlicd me with the Spirit, 
given me a right to the Tree of Lifez and 
vilitcd me with is Salvation. 

Here the Words of David may julily be 
applicd, My Soul ſhall joy in Thy Strength, 
O Lord ; ani! in I hy Salvation how greatly 
way I rcjoyce! I hou haſt given me my hearts 
E#iire , and halt not withheld the Requelt 


#7 wy Lips, Thou haſt prevented me with 
the 
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the Blcſſings of Goodneſs , Thou fetteſt a 
Crown of pure God on my head. I asked 
Life of Thee, and T hougavecſt it me, even 
length of days forever and ever. My Glory 
is great in T hy Salvation, Honcr and Ma- 
jeſty haſt Thou laid upon me for 1 hou haſt 
made me Bleſſed for ever. Thou ha't made 
me exceeding g!ad with Thy Countcnance. 
Therefore will I truſt in the Lord, and 
through the Mercy of the Moſt High | ſhall 
not miſcarry. T hine hand ſhall fhndour all 
my Spiritual Encmies, T hy right hand ſhall 
find out all thoſe that hate 1 hee. Be Thou 
exaltcd;, Lord in Thine own ſtrength, fo 
will we ſing and pra:ſe Thy Power. 


IV. 

I muſt go home rejoycing, and praiſing 
God. Praiſe is comely for the Upright ; the 
poor Cripple did fo when he was healed, and 
have not | far greater reaſon to do fo? Fe- 
hold, I am healcd at this time from mine 
Infirmity, and ſhall not his Praiſe be conti- 
nually in my mouth ? 

| muſt (ay in my hcart, My Soul doth m3 
nific the Lord.and my Spirit rcjoyces in Go 
my Salvation? ! will exto} I hee, O God « y 
King, and | will praiſe I hy Name for ever 
and ever, F very day will | blcfs Thee, apd 
praiſe 1 hy Name tor ever and cyer. © all 
ye that fear the Lord, cove and | willte l ye 
What he bath duac for my Sou!, His Love 

E 2 hath 
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hath overcome my corruption, his fervent 
Charity my coldneſs, his Goodneſs my fins 
and follies. Except the Lord had been onmy 
fide, now might I ſay, if the Lord had not 
been on my fide when Temptations and Cor- 
ruptions roſe up againſt me , then they had 
ſwallowed me up quick, when their Wrath 
was kindled againſi me,then the Waters had 
overwhelmed me, the Stream had gone over 
my Soul: Bleſſed be the Lord, who hath 
not given me over as a Prey unto their teeth. 
My Soul is eſcaped as a Bir out of the Snare 
of the Fowlers the Snare is broken and lam 
eſcaped. My help is in the name of the Lord, 
who made Heaven and Earth. 


V. 

Being made whole, I muſt for the future 
take heed, and fin wilfully no more : Having 
waſhed my Feet, I muſt not dehile them again, 

I muſt land upon my watch. ſhun thoſe 
Occalions which formerly lcd me into lin. 

I muſt be cautious and afraid of an ill 
Word,as much as of an evil Action,and my 
very Thoughts muſt be purged from that 
filth, that uſed to cleave to them. 

| muſt ſtrangle an evil ſuggeſtion in 1ts 
birth, and when [| find any motion riling in 
my mind, that looks like Envy, or Pride, or 
delirc of Vain-glory, or greedincſs after the 
World, I mult check it upon its tixſt ap» 
Perarance. 


I mull 
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T'muſt bid an eternal farewel to Unbeliet * 


and Miſtruſt of God's Providence, and ſhun-+ 


thoſe ſinful compliances with Men, which 
heretofore 1 was uſed to be guilty of. 
I muſt not only watch againſt groffer Sins, 


and ſuch as Jews and Heathens can avoid ,but- 


againſt the ſecret diforders and crrors of my 


Heatt. which none fees but God, whois over 


all, Bleſſed for evermore. 


VI- 


I muſt frequently compare my Acorns and - 
Behaviour with the Vow and Promiſe, and 


ſolemn Refolution I have matte in the Holy 
Sacrament, whether my Deportment be a- 


greeable to thoſe Engagements; WhetherT' 


tiand in aweof thoſe Vows and Promiſes ; 


And whether they influence my iThoughts, 


and Words and PraQtices ; Whether my ha- 


tred of Sin encreaſes,and my love to Holineſs - 


grows ftcady and unmoveable ; Whether I 


check rityfelf uppn feeling an inclination or 


propenfir y to'd linful ak with ſach thoughts 


as theſe : Is this theefet of my late Vow?ls + 
this to ſtand [o the Covenant | lately made - 


with God Is it poſſible | can be fo perfi- 
dious;as to btedk with God ? Hath the Croſs 
of Chriſt fo little power with me ? Shall 


it riod refttain' the from ſuch a ſin; as this 2 - 
Fooliffy Creatute ! Shall a little Profir of - 
Pleafure- fertipr me to pleaſe the D&vHl, and - 


wrong my Immortal Soul ? I am tied by a 
E3.. ſolemn 
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ſolemn Promiſe,made in a moſt folemn Place, 
by a Promiſe made to God, by a Promiſc ſcal> 
ed with the Blood Of Jeſts, not todo it ; and 
ſha}}l preſume to do it, or hope for Pardon, 
alter this Preſumption ? 

I muſt take notice, Whether the thoughts 
of Chriſt's Death make my Paſſions weak 3 
Whether they lefſen the heat of them ; Whe- 
ther they repreſs their ficrceneſs ; Whether 
they work in me that contempt of theWorld, 
which was ſo ſignal in my dear Lord and 
Maſter. 

1 muſt ever and anon look, how my Graces 
thrive, whether no Weeds grow among them 
that are like to choke the wholeſome Herbs. 


V!l, 


I muſt now ſtudy Self-denial, even in 
things lawful, and that ſeem to have no 
harm in them, Self-denial in Eating and 
Drinking, in my Cloaths, in my Recreati- 
ons, in my Time, in my Diſcourſes, in my 
Wit, in my Reading, in my Profit, in my 
Eaſe, and in my Sleep. 

I muſt now take heed, 1 do not eat and 
drink to aticty,but labour ſcill to riſe from 
my Meals with an Appetite. 
 Immuſtnowand then humble my Soul with 
a religious Faſt, and many times forbear cat- 
ing of that Diſh | have moſt mind to,to bring 


my ſenſual Delires into: order. 
: 1 muſt 
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I muſt not imitate cvery vain faſhion [ſes 
other people uſe, but mult be very modett 
and decent in my Garb, and, having means 
and opportunities to buy me better; reſerve 
that Mony, I would have laid out upon a 
richer Suit, for Pious Uſes, 

I muſt not think every Recreation law- 
ful,becaufe it's commonly uſed by Men who 
arenoneof the worſt. I muſt not encourage 
the vanity of Mcn and Women, that are 
in love with Stage-Plays by ry example; 
as being things | abjured in my Baptiſm : 
But my Recreation muſt be ſuch as may fit 
me for Spiritual Devctions. 

I muſt not ſpend my time,as ſome luxuri- 

ous and idle people do,in needleſs and com» 
plemental Viſits, in playing-at Cards and 
Dice 3 but in Words and Actions, and Dif; 
courſes, that may be uſeful and profitable 
either to the Souls'or Bodics of my Family, 
and my Neighbours, 
Fmuſt not cenſure or judge my Neighbour 
raſhly in my Speeches and Diſcourſes ; and 
not be eaſily drawn to give a Verdict orJudg- 
ment of People,except it be in their praiſe 
and commendation, if they do deſerve it: 

I muſt nor give myſclt too great liberty 
in jeſting ; but forbear blurting out a witty 
Saying, if it be (mutty or abulive:; or any 
way prejudicial to my Neighbors credit and 
reputation, 

I muſt.not give myſclf to reading; of Ro- 
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mances, and ſuch Books as ſerve to render 
the Mind vain, and the Aﬀetctions looſe, 
and regardleſs of Spiritual things. 

I mult expreſs my Gratitude to God for 
the temporal Gain and Profit his Hand ſends 
me, by conſecrating ſome part of it to good 
uſes3 nor muſt I be fond of that Prof, 
_— ariſeth fiom undermining wy Neigh» 

urs 

I muft not ſtudy the caſe of my flcth 
muchz but take opportunities to uſe it to 
{ome hardſhips, that it may bccome more 
obedient to my Reaſon. 

I muſt not ſtay at my Sport, ſo long as 
my ſenſual Defires crave, but uſe only fo 


much of ir, as may render me ferviceable to 
God and man. 


_— 


CHAP. V. 
Of the abſolute neceſſity of livins up to 
the Rules aforeſaid. 


Conſeience. 
N D doſi thou verily believe,that this 
is the way to Eternal Life? 


Chrift, Yes certainly ; for this is the way 
that the Primitive Believers walked in. T hey 
did not think that Heaven was to be gained 
at a cheaper rate, and why ſhould I? Thus 
did the Apoliles, thus did their Followers, 
and without fuch SclFdenial, they —_ 

there 
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there was no arriving, to Happineſs. Be» 
ſides, this is moſt agrecable to the Precepts 
of the oo : and why fhould T think, that - 

a 


I ray be faved another way,than God him- 
{elf hath appointed ? 

Conſi. If thou art perſuaded,that this is the 
way ; Lord, Why doſt not thou fer about it ? 
Why att thou ſo loth co come to'it? Why doſt 
thou a&@ fo contraxy- to'it, when every mo- 
ment thou art in dang of Death, and upon - 
thy Death there deperids Eternity ? 

Chtiſt. O this baſe, this wicked, World 
hinders me, the ill Examples of my carclcſs 
Neighbours, care of getting a Livelihood; 
the wan Crofles and Difappointments I 
meet with, Hopes of having more time here- 
after 3* the Company I converſe with, the 
People I havetto deal with, fear of Want,and - 
the Calling and Condition'l am in, are ſuch 
impediments I know not how to ſhake off. - 

Cofiſe. Is if not-poffiibleto live in the World, 
and to Keep thy {elf unfpotred from it? If ic 
be riot, Iivea Beggar rather ;; live defpifed , 
live: coritetnptibe., live diſregarded by -all - 
Men, rather than not cntcr into thefe ever 
laſting Joys. Shall a pteafarit ſinful Life hin- 
der thee from the evertaſting Enjoyment of 
God ?. Shall che fawnings and applauſcs of 
Men.hinder thee from the Eternal applauſc : 
of Atipels >. Think, if thou wert ſtanding at 
the Great Tribunal, trembling at the Eter- 
nal hofror thou-art condetnned to ; think, - 
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whether thou would*ſt not wiſh, that thou 
hadit lived in Caves and Holes, poor, deſti- 
tute, afflicted, for a few years, rather than 
have come to this miſerable end ? Why 
ſhould the Examples of thy careleſs Neigh- 
bours move thee, when thou knoweſt there 
are. but few that will be ſaved ?- Canſt. not 
thou get a livelihood, except thou. art rich 
ard greedy after the Glories of the World? 
If thou canſt but get Food-and Raiment,con- 
tent thyſelfz and that moſt certainly thou 
wilt get, if thou art induſtrious-in thy law- 
ful Calling,and dareft but truſt God. Croſſes, 
Loſſes and Diſappointments are necciſary 
for thee,to drive thee from Earth to Heaven; 
and if all this while thou doſt not loſe 
thy Soul, thou art ſafe enough. Do but look 
upon thy Soul as worth more that a thou- 
ſand Worlds, and none of theſe things will 
dejet thee. Thy hopes of. having time to 
repent hereafter isa mere cheat; and if thou 
truſt to that, thou wilt never be ſaved. A 
Spiritual Life is a thing of labor and pains, 
and circumſpeQion ; and canſi thou be ſo fil- 
ly, as to think a few careleſs Prayers will at 
Jalt plant it in thee? Alas ! Theſe are child- 
iſh Reaſonings. The Company thou conver- 
ſet witha),; if they are thy Bane, muſt be 
ſhaken off, what ever comes on't, There is 
no dallying, in a thing of this. conſequence 
and if other Men will poiſon themſelves, why 
ſhouldeſt thou? L:t the people thou gee 5 
_ with. 


[_ 
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with be never. ſo-bad,;that's noExample for 
; thee to follow. If they are unreaſonable, why- 
ſhould'ſt thou Joſe thy wits, and thy Salva» 
tion, for their ſakes? If they cheat or abuſe 
thee, they do themſelves more wreng than. 
thee; nor. will tky fuming and fretting at 
them, convert, or bring them into a better: 
temper. Why ſhould'ti thou be atraid of 
Want, when thou doſt not ſee a Bird ftarve 
or die for want of Food? And can Want be 
grievous, when the Author and Captain of- 
thy Salvation was in want, and his Follows-: 
ers were ſo too,and yer did live in Heaven ? 
Either thy Calling is honeſt, or diſhoneſt; If. 
diſhoneſt, and an inevitable occaſion of fin-- 
ning, away with it, and turn Plowman or. 
Servant, rather. than live in it: It honeſt; 
do not involve thy ſclf in too much buſineſs;- 
for that will certainly hinder theefrom fre- 
quent Prayer. and Meditation, and looking; 
after the concerns of thy Sou! © And as for 
Neceſfaries, thy God: will not ſuffer thee 
to want them. 

Lift up.thine Eycs,look upon this World : 
The greateſt part of the. Men thou ſeeſt, will 
certainly be eternally miſerable. Why ſhould- 
eſt thou venture with theme Doſt thou think, 
that howling with chem at laſt, will give thee 
any comfort ?- There is a Prize put into thy 
hand, why ſhould*ſt thou ſlight it, and la» 
rent thy contempt for-ever?- Neglect: not 
the preſent time : Donot let this opportuni» 


oy 
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ty lip i Thy God waits for thee : Come in 
before the Door be ſhut; believe'in good car- 
neſt, and nothing will ſeem difficult. 

Chriſt. Tam convinced; I yield; T'have 
nothing to ſay againſt all this. Great God ! 
Help nte : Draw me after thee, and I will 
rat, Uvp, up; my lazy,idle, fleeping,Soul ! 
Open thine Eyes; put on Reſolation ; waſh 
away thy filth; ſhake off thy Priſon-Gar- 
ments3 gird up thy Loins ; makehaſte, run 
to God, break the Chains of Sin,and preſence 
thy Heart to the living God. Lift up thine 
Eyes; Look into Heaven liſten with thine 
Ears ; view the. Holy Angels, hearken to 
their Hallelajah's; chaſe away thy darkneſs; 
cleanſe thyſ*If; become arr humble Spouſe 
of the Lord Jeſuss feed thyſelf with his Bean- 
&y, kiſs him with the Lips of Faith; Make 
him thy Davling, receive him into thy Bo- 
fome; quench thy Thirſt with his Blood 3 
hold him faſt; do not Itt him go; ſing his 
Praiſes; admire his Love; meet him by Re- 
pentance ; keep him by Holy Fervors 3 Ho- 
nor -his Name, dare to ſpeak for him; be 
not aſhamed of him; confeſs him before 
Men, and he will confeſs thee before his Fa- 
ther, and his Holy Angels. 


PRAY- 


PRAYERS 


AND 


DEVOTIONS 


To be uſed Before and Aiter Recet- 
ving of the Holy Sacrament of the 
LORDS SUPPER. 


I. 
A Confeſſion to be ſaid h way of 


Preparation. 


Thou great Creator, Redeemer ard 

SanRtifier of Men ! When | refleR up- 
on my Life.how contrary to I hy Holy and 
 wholſom Laws,, how unlike the Lives of 
Thy Saints, how unworthy of Thy Mercies 
and Favours it hath beenz how can 1 ſorbear 
bluſhing ! How can I forbear profirating 
myſelf before Thee ! How can | torbear fa}- 
ling into the humbleft poſtures my Soul and 
Body is capable of ! How have i abuſed! Th 
Goodneſs! How have I affronted ThyChari- 
ty: How haye 1 treſpaſifed upon thy . Pati- 


Ence / 
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ence. How haveT reliſted thy tender Calls ! 
How haft Thou waited for me, while I have 
been ftnbborn ! How haſt Thou courted me, 
while I have been vain ! How balt Thou ca- 
reſs'd me, while I have been carcle(s ! How 
deep ought my contrition tobe ! How pro- 
found my ſorrow ! How profuſe my tears / I 
have mourned for a dead Corps 3. I have 
wept for a deceaſed Relation; Fhavegricv- 
ed to ſee the Body of my Friend I. ft without. 
a Soul: Yet have not mourned for God's de- 
parting from me, nor wept for the dead- 
neſs of my Heart, nor grievcd to fee my- 

(cf deprived of Thy Grace and Mercy. 
O my Lord ! Iſfee my folly, I perceive T 
have gone aſtray,I am ſenſible I have diſho- 
' noured Thee ! How different do my Sins ap- 
pear to menow, from what they did before / 
They look more diſmal,more dreadful more 
bloudy, than once they did ! Now I would 
mourn, now I would take on for them,now 
I woulddeplore them ! O touch this frozen 
Heart,that it may mclt ! O Jeſu ! Look upon 
theſe Eyes of mine, that they may flow with 
Water / O behold me from the Croſs, 
that I may weep bitterly ! There is hopes, 
that if T mourn I ſhall be comforted 3 if I 
veep, I ſhall laugh at laſt; if I grieve, I 
ſhall rcjoyce. O my God, I long to hear 
Thy joyful voice ; Be of good cheer, thy ſins 
are forgiven thee! | long to rejoycein 1 hee? 
I; long to be bleſſed. with the light of , 1 hy, 
| Couny 
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Countenance! But the Sun will not. ſhine ouc, 
till aſter the Rain. O then water this Face 
of mine, ſpeak the Word, bid the Wates 
flow,bid penitcntial Showres enrich this bar- 
ren Ground , and. | ſhall feel Thy warmer 
Beams 3 Thy Love will tcfreſh me; Thy 
Preſence will revive me, and my Garments 
of Heavineſs will. be turned into Garments 
of Praiſe and Exultation. O My. Jeſus! Thou 
hangedſt naked on the Croſs, that I might 
© be deck'd with, Thy Purple Robes ! Thou 
walt wounded, that I might be healed ! © 
heal me,and-I ſhall be healed ! Come,deareft 

Phyſician, and Thy Servant ſhall be whole. 
Behold, Lord ! Here comes a poor Prodi- 
gal quaking, and trembling-to Thy Throne ! 
I come from a far Country, from the Land 
of Darkneſs, frgm the Borders of the Burn- 
ing Lake, from the Frontiers of Hell. I come 
miſerable and naked ! I come begging, that 
Thou wouvlelſt put a Ring upon my Finger, 
and betroth me unto Thy(clf in rightcouſ- 
ncſs. The Mercy is tco big for me to ask, 
but not for: Thee to grant. I. have no merit, 
I can plead no deſert. Here Thou ſecefſt no- 
thing but filthy Rags. O throw Thy Maatle 
over me ! | have heard, that 1 hou loveſt to 
manifeſt Thy greateſt power in the greateſt 
weaknels, I hy.greatelt ſtrength in the great- 
elt infirmity. 1 have heard, Thou loveſt to 
ſpread Thy Skirts over thoſe that are defii> 
tate, and. afflicted, that are caſt abroad, have 
no 
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no Eye to pity them, and know not where 
to addreſs themſelves for relict.. 1 how haft 
promiſed to ſuch , to open Rivers for then 
in high places, and Fountains in the midi of 
valleys . When thie needy and thirſty ſeek 
for Water, Thou, the God of Iſra+/, wilt not 

forſake them. 
© my Lord ! If Miſery be a motive to 
Mercy, here Thou ſeeſt it in the higheft de- 
gree ! What mighty,what marvellous, things 
haſt Thou donefor me! Yet have I run a- 
way from Thee! What hafte have | made to 
get out of Thy ſight ! how afraid have been 
of ſerving Thee ! Thou haſt been my great- 
eſt Friend,and Thzveufed Thee like an Enc- 
my ! How have I ſhunn'd Thy Counfels,as if 
they had been big with Death and Thunder! 
Ah fooliſh Creature! How have I forſaken 
Thee, the Fountain of living Waters ! How 
fond have IT been of broken Ciſterns ! How 
enamoured with muddy Puddles ! Ah, my 
Father, how didſt Thou pity me! How 
didt Thou bewail my blindneſs! With what 
forrowful Eyes didft Thou lovk vpon my 
wilfulneſs! Behold, My Lord ! 1 do return. 
I return, that I may look upon Thee ; I re- 
rurn, that thon'maytft look upon me! I re- 
turn, © do Thou rcjoyce' over nie ! © let 
there be joy in the preſence. of Thy Holy 
Angels over this Sinner, who repents! Fam 
troubled, Fam exceedingly troubled, that F 
have made no anfwerablke returns to Thy 
Love ; 
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Love; that Thy Grace hath been beſtowed 
upon me in vain; that Thy Mercy hath 
been thrown away upon ſuch a Wretch : Oh 
the baſcneſs ! Oh the ingratitude! Oh the 
dilingenuity / that I have been guilty of! 
Thou haſt been my greateit BenefaQor ! 
How freely, how lovingly, how candidly, 
haſt Thou viſited me! Yet I have reſiſted 
Thy Power, deſpiſed Thy Wiſdom,under- 
valued Thy Goodneſs ! Thou would*ſt have 
torn down my ſtrong-holds of iniquity, and 
I would not, Thou would*ſt have taught me 
my Duty to God and Man, and Irefuſcd it; 
Thou would*ſt have made me Holy,as Thou 
art Holy,and I fcorned it Ungrateful Worm! 
Do I thus reward the Lord my God ! Could 
I recompenſe ſuch Mercics with ſich Sins ! 
Such Favours with ſuch groſs negle&ts! Thy 
Condefeenfion with Pride! Thy Harmilia- 
tion with Envy ! Thy Love with Anger / 
Thy Bounty with ſlight and flovenly Per- 
formances! Thy Bowcls with Diſobedi- 
ence! Thy Charity with contempt of my 
Neighbour? Thy Bleſſings with Revenge ! 
Thy Benefits with averfeneſs from Virtue 
and Goodnefs! Thy Munificence with Va- 
nify / *And the Showres of Thy Grace with 
Earthly-mindednefs / 

Ah! How are my Sins multiplied / How 
tike a heavy brirden are they become, too 
heavy for me'to bear ! But Oh my God! Thy 
Mercy -is over-all Thy Works ! Thy Mercy 

is 


102 Prayers 4nd Devotions. 


is greater than my Sins ! My Sins have taken 
hold upon me / What ſhall I do? Iam a bur- 
den to myſclt : Il am bow 'd down with the 
weight of my T rarſgrefſions, Whither, O 
my Lord, ſhould I go, but to Thee, who 
haſt the words of Eternal Life? T hou haſt 
pity on Sinners, I hou converſclt with them, 
T kou catelt with them ; receive me graci- 
ouſly, love me freclyz think upon Thy 
Mercy, think upon Thy Blood ; think ups 
on Thy Tears; and accept of me! I am 
ſurrounded with Dangers,encompaſſcd with 
Enemies, encircled with hcelliſh Monſters; 
yct in the midſt of theſe Prefiurcs, 1 hear 
Thee ſaying,Come to me,all ye who are wear 

and beavy laden, Shall lhide myſelf as Adam 
did in Paradiſe / Shall this Word fright me 
away? Shall I refuſe to come when 'TFou 
calleſt in this ill voice? No, No.I willcon+ 
feſs my Tranſgreflion,and Thou wilt forgive 
the iniquity of my Sin. I will harden my 
Heart no more I will turn a deaf Ear to 
Thee no more, I will ſtand out no longer 
T will rcfilt Thy Light no longer; I will 
grieve Thee no more, I will afflit and vcx 
Thy Holy Spirit no more. 

O intinite Goodneſs! O wonderſubLove! 
though with the Publican I dare not lift vp 
my Eycs to Heaven, yet with the humble 
Magdalen] will come behind Thee weep- 
ing, and waſh Thy Feet with my. Tears.and 
kiſs thern.. O let me hear the bleed News 
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of Pardon from Thy Mouth ! Thou cameſt, 
Lord, Thou cameſt, not to call the Righte- 
ous, but Sinners to Repentance, and of ticſe 
I am chief! If Thou wilt converſe with Sin- 
ners, here js one that wants Thy help, and 
that ſtands in nced of Thy. Cure, full of Di(- 
eaſes, full of Sorcs, full of Weakneſs, full of 
Errors, full of Infirmities a Prodigy of Frail- 
ty.' Here, Lord, here,is work for Thy ttrong 
Hand, and for Thy mighty Arm: In this 
Heart are Devils that muſt be expelicd by 
Thy Power. Stretch forth Thy Hand and 
ſave me, Here is an ObjcR to exerciſe Thy 
Omnipotent Hand upon. My Cure requires 
Miracles: It's no ordinary Virtue that will 
ſet me to rights again. Thou, Thou,O Lord, 
muſt come and firike Thy Hand over the 
ſore place, and my Leprofie will be gone. 

Thy Prophet cries by Thy Order, Return 
wnto the Lord your Cod, for be is gracions and 
merciful, ſlow to anger, and repents bim of the 
evil ! I believe, Lord ! I believe; My Heart 
is wounded within me. 1 come, I come. Fa- 
ther, | have ſinned againſt Heaven, and be- 
fore Thee, and am no more worthy to be 
called Thy Son; make me as one of Thy 
hired Servants. But then I deſire no other 
hire, no other Wages, but Thyſelf : Thou 
art my exceeding great reward. 

Oh: how bitter a thing is it to forſake 
Thee ! What have | got by offending Thee! 


What have gained by (inning againſt TP 
Q- 


| 
| 
| 
[ 
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Nothing but Shame,and Horror,ahd Trem- 
bling, and Confuſion. Darkneſs hath cover- 
ed me, the Thadow of Dcath hath fallen up- 
on-me! What. fruit had Itheh in'thoſe ehings; 
whercof I am now aſhamed! My Soul hath 
been diveſted of her Innocence, her Joy,her 
Peace, her Comfort, and her Satisfaction. 
And, O wy ]cſus, didſt not Thou fiand my. 
Friend now; Great Megiator,did!t not Thou 
ſtand in the Gap now, and plcad for me ; 
© my Redeemer, didit not Thou intercede 
for me; I muſt be proſtituted, and expoſed 
to eterval” Laughter and Deriſion ! Good 
Lord ! How pitiful, how wretched, how tri- 
vial, how impertinent, how inconſidetable 
was that Pleaſure, that Profit, that Thing; 
for which Idid affront and diſhonour Thee | 
When Flook upon Thy- Creatures, eithet - 
above, or below; 1 wonder, k6ww they were 
able to contain themfelves, ahd ftidt vindi- 
cite their. Maſters Honor, which they ſaw 
abuſed by me; T wonder, they did not fall 
upon mc, and cruſh wie into perdition,when 
they ſaw, how bold, how preſutnpruous,this 
Caitift was! | whe 406 
_ O my Lord! For this my Sbul ſhall mourn 
i ſecret 3. even for this, that I have not lo- 
ved Thee better , that & have not ſought 
Thee more, that. I have nof approach'd 
Thee-with- greater. veneration ! Hence for- 
ward, Lord, if all the Pl-aſtites, all the Ri- 
- ches, all the Honiots of this Wottd , were 


CON» 
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concentered in-this Sin,that formerly.I lived 
in, jt ſhould be no temptation to me. I 
would tear the Tyrant out of its Seat: It 
ſhould uſurp Thy place no more : I would 
pull it out of its Throne, it ſhould find no 
harbour in me: Thy Love ſhould conſtrain 
me to part with it. I will crucihe Thee no 
more. I have trampled too long upon T1 hy 
Mercy. I will make light of it no more! 

O my Jeſus ! Remember Thy Agontecs , 
remember Thy Pain,remember Thy Suffer- 
ings, remember Thy Death, and forget my 
Sins. Thy Servant David cryed once, 1] have 
ſinned, and Thou didit preſently take away 
his Sin. My fighing is not hid from Thee. 
O do not hide Thy Face from me ! Maniſſcb 
look'd up to Thee, and Thou had reſpect 
unto his Prayer. O give cartomy Prayer 
roo, that goes not out of feigned Lips! The 
Ninuepites humbled themſelves, and Thou 
walt cntreated. O repent Thyſelt of the 
evil Thou haſt aid Thou would'ft do un- 
to me, and do it not, Peter wept, and 
Thou gaveſt him a gracious Look. I watcr 
my Couch with my tca1s ; O ſmile upon me 
too, and ſay, [ have redeemed thee, thou art 
mine, 

I love Thee, O Lord, and would have 
every Creature love Thee, I would have all 
things, that have breath,praiſe the Lord. 'I 
would have every Creature ſhew forth Thy 
Glory. Thou haſt loved me from al! Ecer- 

nity | 
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nity! V asever ſuch Love heard of,as Thine 
was ! To come from the Manſions of the 
Bleſſed, into a Valley of Tears, toadvance 
ſuch a Creature from Death to Life Eternal! 
73 hou haſt made my Death a harmlcſs, nay, 
a gainful,thing. Thy Croſs hath [weetned 
ail z there was Death in the Pot, but Thou 
threweſt in Meal, and didſi (weeten all. O 
blot out the very Footſteps of my Sins, and 
ſet me as a Scal upon Thy Heart 3 fo will 
I give Thanks in the great Congregation, 
my Lips ſhall praiſe T hce. 

O my Life! | would prefer Thee above 
al] Thy Crcatures ! I would look vpon all 
theſe outward Comforts as a Drop in the 
Buci:et, and on 1 hce as the Ocean 3 on 
theſe, as the ſmall Duſt in the Pallance; 
ea 7 hee, as the Rock of Ages. I would 

| Jove Thee with all my Heart, I would love 
Thee more than myſclt ! O that my whole 
Vind were urited to T hee! O that mighe 
know nothing ſave Jcfus Chriſt, and him 
crucihed ! O that all the Powers of my Soul 
might embrace Thce ! O that, I wight 
ſ:ck Thy Glory with ſtronger Delires than 
Worldlings do their Wealth, or the Cove- 
tous the encreaſe of their Incomes ! O that [| 
could adhere unto Thee inſcparab'y ! O 
withdraw my Heart from cvcry cvil way ! 
Encline my Heart to all Coodnefs: Let not 
my AﬀecRions be henceforth corrupted with 


Loveof the Creature: Let me not be weary 
? of 
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of loving Thee: Let nothing over come my 
Love, Jet nothing dampit.  O enable me 
to fay, Who ſhall ſeparate me from the love of 
God? Odraw my Soul with Cords of Love, 
with this Love wound and pierce my heait, 
and make it ſick, that it may inſatiably long 
tor Thee! O I could love Thee without 
ceafing, love Thee without Bounds, love 
Thee without meaſure! O let my Soul melt 
with this Fire And purge away that fi'th 
which doth fo eaſily beſet me! Take away 
from me all that doth diſpleaſe Thee ; re- 
fhne in me all that pleaſes Thee; be Thou 
ever preſent with me ; live in me, Thou 
Fountain of Lite; and Jet me livein Thee 
and let that Charity live in me, which ſut-, 
ters long, and is kind; which envies not, 
which vaunteth not itſelf, which is not puft 
up, which doth not behave itſelt unſcemly, 
{ccks not herown, is not eaſily provoked, 
thinks no evil, rejoyces not in iniquity, but 
rcjoyces in the truth, bears all things, be- 
lievesall things, hepeth all things, endureth 
all things, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord , 


Am?*n, 
A. Prayer for Faith, 


Thou . from whom every good and 

pcrt:& Gitt deſcends, who g'ivcit to 

all Mea liberally, and upbraideſt not z Thou 

callctt, Seek ye my Facez Thy Face, YHouds 
"WI 
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will I ſeek ! Thou haſt aid, O Lord, Thy 
Mouth hath ſpoken it, If ye had but Faith 
asa grain of Muſtard-ſeed,ye ſhould fay un- 
to this Mountain, be thou removed .and caſt 
into the Sea, and it ſhould obey you. O my 
Lord! I have Rocks to be diſplaced, Moun- 
| tains to be removed, vaſt loads to be freed 
from ;. Rocks of Unbeclief, Mountains of 
Sin, Loads of Iniquity ! Oh lend me Thy 
helping Hand. None can give relicf, none 
can ſuccour, none can do me any good, but 
Thyſelf. How dark, how dull how doubtful, 
is my Faith ! Somctimes.it blazes, then it diſ- 
| appears again 3 ſometimes it's vigorous,then 
flack , and grows remiſs again. I believe 
Thee in Sun-ſhine , and faint in a 
Storm, ſometimes I get a light of Thy 
Glory, then I loſe it again. Ohhow unc- 
| ven is My Faith ! When Thy Candle ſhines 
over my Head,and I waſh my Feet in Butter, 
| ] believezbut where is my Faith in the dark, 
| when the Fig-tree doth not bloſſom, when 
there is no Fruit in the Vine , when the. 
labour of the Olive doth fail ! O how it 
ſinks at fuch times!Oh how weak it grows! 
Lord, I believe, help my unbelief ! O Thou 
Sun of Righteouſneſs, Thou bright Morning 
Star, Thou mighty Star of 7aceb, ſhine up- 
on me. ſhine upon this dark Soul of mine, 
preſs in by Thy pjercing Beams, ſcatter the 
Clouds of my unbelicf; Diſpe) :hoſe Milts, 
as Chati is driven away by th: wa , lo 
rive 
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ob them away , O Thou Holy One of 
Ifrael. 
I believe, but my Faith doth not rouze 
me from my ſpiritual ſlumber; I believe, 
but;my Faith doth not overcome diflicultics; 
I believe, but my Faith doth not put me-up- 
on Selt-denial 3 I believe, but my Faith doth 
not engage me to that cautiouſneſs of offend- 
ing Thee, which is neceſſary to Salvation 
I believe, but my Faith doth not make me 
laborious, doth not make me ſtrive, and 
fight, and work, and enter in at the ſtrait 
Gate; I do not believe, as if 1 (aw. My 
Faith is not the ſubſtance of things unſeen. 
I do not repreſent that future Glory to my 
Mind in ſuch lively CharaCters, as if it were 
preſent to my fight. I ſeem to rejoyce in 
Thy Promiſes;but when I am to apply them, 
what doubts, what ſcruples, what perplcxi- 
tics ariſe in my mind ! | believe Thou haſt 
overcome Death; yet how dol tretnble at 
its approaches! I belicve Thou art preſent 
with me in affliction; yct how often do l 
loſe Thy Image !I believe, my deareſt Lord, 
that Thou” cameſt from Heaven to reveal 
to me Thy Fathers Will; yet I do not fo 
rcadily obey it as I would ! | bel cve, but 
am too often overcome by a Patllion , tov 
often by a Temptation, too often by the 
World ! 
O my Lord! give me an active Faith, a 
working, Faith, a vigorous Faith, a lively 
9 Faith, 
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Faith, an effeQual Faith; a Faith which may | | 
oblige me to ſhake off all Dulneſs, all Drow- | 
zineſs, all Lazine(s,and which may make me | | 
awake to Righteouſneſs. Give me a Faith, | 
that may ſurmount all hardſhips, may bea- | : 
fraid of nothing, of no Bear, no Lion in the | | 
way. Give mea Faith that may make me | | 
bold as a Lion, courageous in Danger, re- | : 
ſolute in the greateſt Tryals, and magnani- | | 
mous under the greateſt Burdens, A Faith | } 
I want, which may make all that is within | | 
me ſtoop to the Yoke of Jeſus, which may 
croſs my Fleſh and Blood, crucifie my vain | 
Deſires, and daſh mine inordinate AﬀeRi» | 1 
ons.O give me a Faith,which may make me | | 
tender of Thy Glory, loth to do any thing | : 
that may be offenſive to Thee, unwilling | 
to diſpleaſe Thee the Author of my Being, | | 
Give me a Faith which may oblige me to | : 
labour in Thy Vineyard, and work out my* | | 
Salvation with fear and trembling 3 aFaith | : 
that may look into Etcrnity, ſurvey the | | 
Glorious Manſions prepared by the Son of | | 
God, live there, and converſe there, and | 1 
draw Comforts and Conſolations from that | | 
perfection of Gloryz a Faith which may | ' 
live upon Thy Promiſes, lay hold on them | |! 
in deſpight of oppoſition, and claim them | 1 
as my Heritage for ever; a Faith which | ( 
may look Death in the Face, defie its Pow- | | 
er, ſupport itſelf with Chriſt's Victory, 
and ſing with Triumph over it, 0b Death ! 

Il here 
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I here is thy Sting*A Faith which may make 
AMicion ealle, my Burden light,and ſweet- 
enall my Troubles; a Faith which may pus 
rifie my Heart, con{train me-to Obedience, 
and compel me toa cheerful running at Thy 
Command and Order 3 a Faith which may 
controul all my Luſts, check my inordinate 
Deſires, bear down all before it, ſet up the 
Lord Jeſus in my Soul, and make every ima- 
gination ſubjeq to him, who muſt reign till 
he hath put all Enemies under his Feet. 

O Bleſſed Light ! which enlighteneſt eve- 
ry Man that comes intothe World ! Dire& - 
my Steps , illuminate my Underſtanding , 
ſhew me the way I muſt walk in, that no 
Error may miſlead me, no falſe Doctrine 
corrupt me, no Herefie deceive me, no falſe 
Fire beguile me 3 ſtretch forth Thy Hand, 
and hold Thou up my Goings in TI hy Path, 
that I may get ſafe to my Journeys end. I 
ama Traveller and Pilgrim here, go Thou 
before me, and T'll follow Thee 3 lead me 
through this barren Wilderneſs, and leave 
me not till I enter into Canaan. It is not, 
Lord , of him that runs, nor of him that 
wills, but of Thee who ſheweſt Mercy. As 
Fleſh and Blood could not have revealcd 
thcſe things unto me, ſo Thou alone muſt 
enable my Faith to quench all the fiery Darts 
of the Devil. Arife, O God, and let TI hine 
Encmies be ſcattered. 

O how am | beholden to Thee! What 

F 2 Thanks, 
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Thanks, what Praiſes do I owe Thee, that 
Thou haſt call'd me to the light of Thy 
Goſpel ! That Thou haſt diſcover*d tome 
thoſe Errots which | Perfons of other Re- 
ligions in the World lie involved in! That 
I have liberty to read Thy Word, to pe- 
ruſe it, and to know the things belonging 
to my Peace! Thou haft not dealt fo with 
other Perſons; and as for Thy Judgments, 
they have not known them. Bur what will 
this Knowledge profit me , if my PraGice 
be not ſuitable , or my Belief ſtrong , and 
firm, and vigorous ? I tremble to think how 
wany thouſands are like to periſh for want 
of this Faith. Ah { how few do believe in 
good earneſt! How few believe with any 
lively Aﬀe@ions ! How few a&, and live, 
aS if they didbelieve! O moſt patient God, 
pity , pity , that vaſt multitude of Chri- 
ſtian Unbelievers ! See how Hell hath open- 
ed her Mouth to ſwallow them up! O Thou 
that haſt redeemed them with T hy Flood! 
Why ſhould the Enemy run away with Thy 
Purchaſe ! Sce how theſe puor Creatures 
wander like Sheep without a <chepherd ! 
O gatlier them ! O ſeek them, that T hou 
may*li find them ! Undeceive them, let them 
ſee how far they are from the Kingdom of 
God! O my Lord! I believe that Thou 
art and wilt be a Rewarder to them that d1- 
ligently ſeek Thee I believe, it any Man 
will do Thy Will, he ſhall know of Thy 

Do- 
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Dodrine, whether it be af God or no ;I 
tbelieve:;- that' not the ileafti ticle of Thy 
Word ſhall fail::.. Q encreaſe 'my Belicf ! 
Let not my Faith reſt upon Thy Doctrine 
only ; but let it have regard to all Thy 
Laws! O let me fo believe an approaching 
Eternity, as to be concerned at the thoughts 
of it ! O let me not only talk of it, but let 
my Belief rowze my affections from their 
ſlumber. 71. 

O my Jeſus ! I believe Thon waſt cruci- 
fied for my Sins; How then ſhould I live - 
in fin! Aſſure-me, that if I do, I do but 
mock Thee : How can I believe my Sin 
odigus, while Þ embrace and cheriſh it! 
How can I believe it: killed Thee, while I 
make'much of it \ How can believe it drew 
Sweats of Blood frotn Thee, while I water 
it, and keep it warm! O I am wearyof 
this vain Belief; rid: me of it ; deliver me 
from it! Let all my Neighbours fee , that 
F believe theſe” things indeed. - Let the 
World'fee by mp*Converfaribn , that theſe 
things -Werk upon me. 11 O let me not only 
believe theſe Sn Things , but live them 
over Come: forth, my deareſt Lord, and 
meetme! No man.can come to: Thee, bue 
he whom Thou drdweftto Thee:t Olet me 
todlchburothe Herts of Thy Garments and I 
Mill reebver ! 'Uet'tmefa believe in Thee, 
that i rady appear Thou liveſt in me; that 
I may at laſt obtain the'end of my Faith; 
| F 3 even 
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even the Salvation of my Soul z Great Au» 
thor and Finiſher of my: Faith, hear me for 
Thy Mercies ſake, Amen. 


III. 
A Prayer for a lively Hope, 


Oo Thou in whom my Fathers hoped ! 
they hoped in Thee, and I hou didfſt 
deliver them 3 Thou art all Goodneſs, all 
Sweetnels, all Clemency z who would not 
hope in Thee ! Thy Mercics bid me hope , 
Thy Promiſes bid me hope, and all Thy Re- 
velations bid me hope. O Thou Hope of 
Jſrael ! Here I am, here I lie profirate be- 
fore Thy Face; here my Soul intends to 
breath out her Deſires! O my Lord ! When 
will that happy Day come , that Glorious 
Day which ſhall have no Night, no Clouds, 
no Darkneſs! Thow haft ſpoke of itz Thy 
Prophets have ſeen Viſions of 'it 3 Thy Apo=- 
ſiles have declared it z One was Wrapt up 
above the Clouds to take a view of it. The 
Son that came out of Thy Boſom hath affu- 
red meof it. It is the bright day, when I 
ſhall enter into Thy Joy, be made a Cobcir 
with Chtift, be clothed in White, ſhine as 
the Stars, look"'vpon Thet and not be aſha- 
med ! Thou baſt promiſed jt, and ball not 
I hope for it? O my Lord, that ſceſt me, 


that art preſent with me, and knoweſt my 
Heart 
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Heart, my Sighs,my Deſires, Thou knoweſt 
T hope for it! O let this Hope be lively, 
ſt it. be a Hope which may purifie me, e- 
ven as God is pure. Nay. my very fleſh ſhall 
reſi in Hope, and T hou wilt not ſuffer my 
Body to ſee everlaſting Corruption.z Thou 
wilt raiſe me from” the Duſt at Jaſt, all my 
Bones ſhall ſay , Lord, Who is like unto 
Thee ! 1 know that my Redeemer lives, 
and that He ſhall and at the later day up- 
on the Earth; and though, after my Skin, 
Worms defiroy this Body, yet in mv Fleſh 
hall I ſee God, whom [ ſhall ſee for myſelf, 
and mine Eyes ſhall beheld, and rot ano- 
ther: Aud having this Hope, O affict me, 
O perſuade me, O prompt me to cleanſe 
myſclf from all falthineſs, both of Fleſh and 
_ and to perfect Holineſs in the fear of 
God. 

Deck my Soul with Humility, with Pati- 
ence, with Conſtancy, that no Rods, no 
Stripes, no Priſon, no Torment, no Ship- 
wrack, no perils of Waters, no perils of 
Robbers, no perils among my own Couns 
try-men, no perils among Heathens, no pe- 
rils in the City, no perils in the Wilder- 
neſs, no perils in the Sea, no perils among, 
falſe Brethren, no Wearineſs,: no Painful- 
neſs, no Watchings, no Hunger, no "Thirſt; 
no Cold, no Nakedneſs, no Weakneſs, no 
Infirmity,no Honour, or Diſhonour,no good 
Report, or evil Report, may diſcourage me 

F 4 from- 
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from truſting in Thee ! Though the Lord 
ſhould kill me, yet let me hope in, him. It 
in this Life only I have Hope in Chriſt, I 
am of all Men moſt miſerable. -T he Lord 
is my Light, and my Salvation, whom ſhall 
T fear? The Lord is the ſtrength of my 
Life, of whom ſhall I be afraid ? Though 
an Hoſt ſhould encawp againſt me, my heart 
ſhall not fear 3 though War ſhould riſe a- 
£2inſt me, in this will 1 be confident for 
in the time of Trouble he ſhall hide me 
in his Pavillion, in the ſecret of his Taber- 
nacle he ſhall hide me, he ſhall ſet me up 
upon a Rock, Thou art he that took me 
out of the- Womb 3 Thou didſt make me 
hope when I was upon my Mothers Breaſts ; 
O let it not be in the power of Men, or 
Devils, to ſhake this Hope! Let it be wy 
Anchor, ſure and ſtedfaſt, which no Waves, 
no Billows, no Storms, no Icmpelts can 
move, 

Whatever evils befal me, let me think 
they come from a Father's Hand. Let no 
Proſperity, no Sun-ſbine, no Calmneſs, no 
ſmiling Fortune, ſubvert this Hape. in my 
Soul. Let me look upon all theſe outward 
Comforts, as Vanity, Vanity of Vanityes, 
which can give no Eaſe, no Comfort, no 
SatisfaCtiqn to.a Soul of a Spiritual Appe- 
tite. -Let'me thirſt after nothing ſo wuch, 
as aftcr thy Love, as after Spiritual Bleſ+ 
lings, as after the hidden Manna, as woes 

ene 
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I will nothope in any Creature,l will ariſe, 
and depart, for here is'not my Reſt. Why 
art thou caſt down, O my Soul,and why art 
thou diſquiettd within me?' Hope thou in 
God; fbr T-ſhalt yet praiſe Him, who is the 
health of 'riiy! Countenance,/ and my God. 
My Soul, waitthow- only upon God, for my 
expeQation 1s from Him'; He only is my 
Rock; and' my 'Salvation,He is my Defence, 
I ſhallnot be moved, In God'is my Salvati- 
on,and*thy Glory,the Rock of my Strength, 
and my Refuge is m God. "Truſt in him at 
all times, ye People, pour ont your Hearts 
before Him. Thou haft been a Shelter for 
me, and a ſtrong Tower from the Enemy. 
From the end of the Earth will I cry unto 
Thee, when my Heart is overwhelmed! O 
my God!my Goodnef$ extends not to Thee 
The'Lord is the Portion of my Inheritance, 
and of my Cup, T hou maintaineſt ty Lot. 
Who was ever confounded, that truſted in 
Thee ? Who was ever forſaken, that hoped 
in Thee? Who wasever deſpiſed, that in 
good E rneſt-calked upon Thee ? | All hail, 
-my deareſt Lord; my Hope ! I love Thee, 
I embtace Thee, I renounce all thoſe leſſer 
Goods, ' which are in the World , that L 
may make Thee my highefi, and my chict- 
> wht 

It is true, Lord, I am a Sinner, and have 
; F 5 been 
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been a very ungrakeal Wretch ; the leaſt 
. ef Thy Mercies is more than I have deſerved; 
my very Righteouſneſſes have been as hlthy 
Rags: But I will not truſt in my Bow, nci- 
ther is it my Sword that ſhall ſave me ; but 
Thy Mercy, O Lord, Thy Mercy, and the 
Palms of Thy Hands , on which Thou haſt 
engraven my Name, ſhall be my refuge. I 
Have no merits, no deſerts,to'truſt to; I can 
claim nothing as my Right ; all I am, and all 
I have, is Thy Charity : What Goodneſs 
there is in me, is intirely owing to Thy 
Grace and Compaſllion : With this Thou 
crowneſt me; with this Thou enricheſt me ; 
with this Thou anointeſt my Head , that I 
may work in I hy Vineyard, and receive the 
Penny at Night: I confide not in my Works, 
I depend not upon my Induſtry, I reſt not 
in my own Labours; but in thy Blood, in 
Thy Sweat, in Thy good Pleaſure, O Glo- 
rious Son of God! Curſed is the Man that 
truſis in Man, and makes Fleſh his Arm. I 
will hope in Thy Mercy, my Heart ſhall re- 
joyce in Thy Salvation: Evening and Morn- 
ing, and at Noon, will I pray, and Thou 
wilt hear my voice. Thou haſt ſaid, Ask, 
and ye ſhall have; Seck, and ye ſhall find ; 
Knock, and it ſhall be opened to you: Who 
would not hopeafter this ? Who would not 
xclie upon Thee after ſuch a Promiſe ? O 
let me find Grace in the fight of my Lord ! 
I defixe nothing clſc ; this is the height of 


my 
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my Wiſhes; this is it which ingroſſes the 
faculties of my Soul. Thy Grace is the Jew-*+ 
el I want, the Pearl I ſtand in need of, the- 
Crown my Soul longs for. Thou art my 
Witneſs, O Lord, That my [Heart thinks : 
ſo; Thou haſt Treaſures of Mercy, Thy + 
Stores are large, and inexhauſtible ! Thou-. 
bid*ſt me come,and buy without Mony, and * 
without Price,and my Soul ſhall live: Thou- 
doſt promiſe me more than Kings can pro=- 
miſe; and no wonder, for Thou art great- - 
er and richer thanall the Kings of the Earth. 
Thou giveſt-Reſt to the -weary Soul, and 
Strength to the faint ; therefore- mine Eyes : 
ſhall be toward Thee ! O let Thine Eyes be + 
open, and Thine Ears attent unto the Pray= 
er. of Thy. Servant ! Do Thou chufe and 
Sandifie this -Houſe, that.Thy Name may.» 
be there for ever, and let Fhine Eyes, and + 
Thy Heart be:here perpetually. . 

Thy Liberality and Bounty is immenſe and-i 
iafinite /.I cannot but hopein T hee ! O-my + 
unbelieving Heart ! Could*ft thou but Fruits 
Him more, what great things would*&.thows 
ſee! His Mercy is upon Thee, according. 
as thou hopeſt in him [The -more thou hos, 
peſt, the greater is His Mercy : 

© my-Loxd! What ſtupendous: Giks doſt + 
Thou preſent me with / What amazing Of=+- 
fers. doſt Thow make. to my Soul: THow. 
art. not only. willing.to impart: Thy: Graces - 
to me.; but in; Thy- Supper an 


OY —_— 
a a Mt oa 2 al GAA — 


120: Prayers akd Devotions. 


Self ! And:here Thou offereſb to carry me | 
in Thy Arms, tobe my nueſing Father, and 
to be Food to my hungry Soub! May: it be 
unto me according to Thy Word ! Come, 
Lord, lodge T hou in my Soul, make it Thy 
Dwdlipg-place, -anoint-it with the Oil of 
Mercy; I will go and take the Cup of Salya- 
tion, and call upon the Name of the Lord, 
Thy loving kindneſs ſhall be before mine 
Eyes, and I will walk in thy Truth; I will 
not fit with vain Perſons, neither will 1 go 
in with the Difſcmblers; I will waſh mine 
hands in innocency,ſo will I compaſs Thine 
Altar, O Lord ! That I may publiſh with 
the voice of Thanſgiving , and tell of all 
Thy wondrous Works : My Heart ſhall be 
inditing a good Matter, and T1 will ſpeak 
of things touching the King of Saints. Into 
Thy hands I commit my Spirit, Thou haſt 
redeemed it,O Lord God of Truth ! O make 
Thy Face to-ſhine upon Thy Servant, and 
O let mehope upto the end, for the Grace 
that is brought unto me, at the Revelation 
of Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. 


IV. 


A Preyer for Love and Charity. 


Thou who haſt ſo loved the World, 

” as tO give Thine only Son to the end, 
that all thacbcfjove in-hiltn+ ſhould not 1 
C3 61s Un 7 
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riſh, but have everlaſting Life ! What ſhall 


I do to love Thee ! What ſhalt I do to be 
united to 'Thee/ What ſhall I do to get a 
place in Thy Boſom ! if I love Thee not, I 
am undone; if Thou doſt not look exceed- 
ing lovely in mine Eyes, T am loſt; if my 
Aﬀe&ions do not fix upon Thee, I perith ; 
I cannot be happy without toying Thee ? 
My Soul is deſtitute of her proper Good, if 
Thou be not the ObjeRt of my Delight? 1 
am perfectly miſerable, if Thou be not the 
Center of my Spirit. Love is the greateſt 
Gift that's given to poor Creatures: Love 
enriches their Souls: Love makes their Fa- 
ces ſhine : Love muſt brighten their Souls, 
and make them appear lovely in the Eyes 
of God. O my Lord ! Thou haft given me 
faculties to love Thee, Underſtanding to 
contemplate Thy Beauty, and Mercy, and 
PerfeMon ; Memory to retain the lively ap+- 
prehenſions bf Thy Glory 3 and a Will to 
prompt my whole Man into ſuitable AQi- 
ons ! The moreI Love Thee, the Holier I 
am; the morel love Thee, themoreI am 
with Thee: Fcr where I love, there is my 
Soul ; where my AﬀeCtions are, there is my 
Spirit, where my Treaſure is, there will 
my Heart be alſo. Who would look upon 
a Dunghlil, that can view a Glorious Palace ! 
Who would hear the Screeches of Owls 
and Night-Ravens, that can hear melodious 
Mufick ? And why ſhould Tbe taken with the 
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Romp and Glory of the World, which in-- | 
compariſon, of Thee is-a mere Dunghil ? 
Or. with: the Carcfſes and Praiſes of mortal 
Men, which are perfeRt howlings comparcd . 
with the Harmony, Thy .Love doth make? 
Shall ! love. Honour, and not love Thee who- 
art the Fountainof it ? Shall 1 love Pleaſure, 
and not love Fhee.in whoſe Preſence there - 
is fulneſs of Jay * Who can be likened un-- 
to Thee, O Lord! And, ifnothing can be 
likened unto Thee, I muſt love nothing like. 
Thee! And if | juſtly love that which is 
g00d,T muſt necc{arily. love Thee more than, 
all things in. this. World ; for.Thou art in- 
1 finitely better than all things in this. World. 
There is nothing ſo good, nothing ſo preci- 
ous, nothing ſo rich, nothing, ſo amiable as. 
Thou art. 

O my Jeſus! How, great. is Thy Conde- 
ſcenſion /- Thou knoweit 1 could love no- 
thing ſo well,as what was like.me 3, and in, 
compliance with my .Temper,. (for Thou, 
kneweſt-my Frame,) Thou becameft like. 
me indeed ; the Immortal became mortal ; 
the Eternal became an Infant : If therefore, 
I'love Man, who is naturally like me, How. 
much more am I bound to love Thee, who- 
wroughteſt a Miracle to become Man, that. 
Thou mighteſt be like me ! Love deſires the. 
preſence of its delightful Object, and can, 
any thing be more preſent than Thou: art? 
[Thou art in.me, and-with me, and without: 

me; 
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me; Thou art preſent in all places, at all 
times, in all Companies ; T hou art willing 
to dwell in me, and to make Thineabode 
in mez Thou art content never to depart 
from me. Thou art ſtrangely bountiful z 
who would not love Thee? Who ever 
gave greater or larger Gifts, either more 
in number, or more in quantity, or : longer 
for duration, than Thy liberal Hand ? From 
Thee every good and perfe& Gift comes 
down whatever Gifts 1 receive from Thy 
Creatures, Thou ſendeſt them : The Crea- 
tures are but the Chanels or the Pipes , 
through which they are conveyed ; and ſhall 
not I love the Fountain more than the Cha- 
nel? The Spring more than the Pipe,through 
which the Water runs? And the great Gi- 
ver more than the Meſſengers that carry it ? 
Thou workeſt in all, Thou inclineft the 
Hearts of the bountiful, Thou openeſt theix 
hands, Thon turneſt their Hearts into Cha- 
rity ; Thou ſeaſoneſt their Minds with 
thoughts of me, and Thou bendeſt their 
Wills to do me good ! And ſhallnot I look 
up from the Creature to the Creator, and 
give him my deareſt Love? | 


I will love Thee, O Lord? I muft love 
Thee, for Thou art ſweet beyond compari- 
fon, amiable without a Parallel, lovely. to a 


Miracle! Thou art the true Father of mySou}, - 
Thou provideſ for me, Thou-takeſi care of 


mes 
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me, Thou art exceeding} tender of nia, T how 
beateft'me on: 'Thy:hands;/'on Thy (Wings , 
Thow carrielt me; as the Eagle doth her 
young; nay, Thou offereſt me to be thy Bro- 
ther,thy Siſter;and chy Mother: For he that 
dorh thy WilEfhallbe all chis im thy:Eteem; 
He: ſhall be as deat to Fhecas theſe Reta- 
tions are 'to | mortal Men,': Thou art my 
Friend indeed'! © my Lord, whither doth 
Thy Love carry 'Thee'! Thou -layeft afide 
Thy Glorious Titles', / and magnificent 
Names, and becomeft-my Friend! And 
never was a truer Friend than Thou art, 
and haft been to me! "No: 'viciffieude hath 
changed "Thee, no' revolution hatly altcred 
Thee;no accident hath eftranged Thy Heart 
from me! My unworthinefs doth- not turn 
away Thy Aﬀections from' me! Though 
Thou dwelleft on high ,' yet Thou hum- 
bleſt Thyfelf- to behold - the ways of the 
Children of Men! My Sores do not make 
Thee loath me, my Infirmities do not move 
Thee to caft me away, my Vileneſs doth not 
tempt Theeto deſpiſe me! Thou loveſt at 
all times; if I am wounded, Thou bindeſt 
up my Wounds ; if I #n broken, Thoa heat: 
eſt mez if T am grieved, Thoa refreſheſt 
me; if I am indanger, Thou delivereſt me 3 
if under pain, Thou giveſt me eaſe; if un- 
der trouble, Thou comforteſt me. O my Je- 
(us! Thou art gone up to Thy Father, and 
to my Father, and ha& made- us FRI 
| ou! 
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Thou haſt reconciled Him to my Soul * 
Thou haſt Javed me before the Foundation 
of the World ! How often haſt Tho in 
Mercy look'd upon me! How ' often haſt 
Thou pitied me! I was unworthy of Thy 
compaſiion ; yet ſeeing me lie in my Blood, 
Thou ſaidſt, Live, in thy Blood, live. 
What hall Tfay unto Thee,O Thou great 
Preſerver of Men ? No Words, no Language 
will reach Thy Love, or give a tolcrable 
deſcription. of it; yet til thisencreaſes my 
Obligations ta love Thee ! And what a mer- 
Cy is it, that Thou wilt give me leave to love 
Thee That this Great, this Glorious, this 
Immenſe, this lncomprehenſible God will 
vouchſafe to be loved by a Worm / What 
a favour is it Prize it, O my Soul! And 
think thou heareſt every Creature, that is 
beneficial to thee, callingupon T hee to love 
Him! The Sun that ſhines npon thee calls 
to thee, I gize thee light, that thou mayft ad- 
mire the Father of Lights; (o doth the Moon, 
ſo do the Stars,fo da all thoſe things where- 
by thau art fed, maintained,clothed and pre- 
ſerved in Health : Theſe all call, Fe ſerve 
tbee that thow mayſt ſerve thy God ;, and do 
good to thee, that tbou mayſt love Him, whoſe 
hand hath placed Us in theſe flations, O wy 
Ged! Shall T have ſuch Monitors to love 
Thee, and 'be deaf to the Call? How will 
all thefe riſe in judgment againſt me one 
day, if L love Thee not / How juſtly ns 
a 
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fall a Sacrifice to Thy wrath, if under ſuch 
Exhortations I deſpiſe Thy Love! 

How many Souls have periſh'd, andI am 
yet alive ! How many have been ſtruck dead 
in their Sins, and | am yet called to Repen- 
tance! How many do yet walk in Darkneſs, 
and | have the honour to ſee Thy marvel- 
lous Light ! Thou haſt dealt more kindly 
by me, than Thou: haſt done by others! O 
how am I bound to love Thee I ſee the 
odiouſneſs of that Sin, which others dote 
on! I ſee the deformity of rhoſe Vices, which 
others wallow in! | ſee the Beauty of that 
Virtue,which others ſcorn! | ſee the charms 
of that Grace, which others laugh at! I 
taſte of thoſe Comforts, which others con» 
tinue ignorant of! I ſee the reaſonableneſs 
of Thy Precepts, which ethers count an in- 
tolerable Yoke ! I have ſome ſenſe of ano- 
ther World, while thouſands live as if there 
were none! | {ce the neceſfity of Holineſs, 
while others make a mock of Sin! What mo- 
tives arc theſe to love Thee! Shall 1 be a- 
fraid,or aſhamed after all this, tolove Thee ! 
Every Senſe, I have, bids me love Thee! I 
cannot ſmell to any thing, but I ſmell the 
fragrancy of Thy Love. I cannot-taſte any 
thing, but I muſt taft how Sweet, and how 
Gracious Thou art ! Icannot look upon any 
thing, but I muſt ſee Thy Goodneſs! The 
Oil of thy Love ſwims upon every Crea- 
turc, I couch or. feel! That Soul deſerves 
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to dic , that doth not love Thee ! In lo- 
ving Thee, I live! Thy Love is better than 
Life! My days will have an end, my life ere 
long will paſs from me ! My Riches, my 
Glory, my Wealth, my Health, my Liberty, 
my Eaſe, my Friends, my Acquaintance , 
they will ere long expire : But if I love 
Thee, that will remain with me to Eterni- 
ty! My Love to Thee makes me Thine, 
and makes Thee mine. By loving Thee, 
I ſhew that Il am not mine own : Thou haſt 
made me for Thyſclf, and if lam not Thine, 
I cannot be wine own; for at that inſtant 
that I would be mine own, I ceaſe to be 
Thine. Thou art to me all that heart can 
with, or reaſon can deſire! Thou art my 
Light, my Pillow, my Reſt, my Sun, my 
Meat, my Drink, my Glory, my Joy : Thou 
haſt given me Thy Son, and in giving him, 
haſt given me more than' ten thouſand 
Worlds! And if this be not. enough, Thou 
art ready togive me more 3; Shew me Thy 
Love, and it ſuffices me. Thou haſt wound- 
ed me withthy Love ! I will follow Thee! 
O let: me do Thy Will; let me do that 
which Thou wilt,and not what I will. De- 
ſpiſe me not; forſake me not; O do not 
go far from me! Draw me after Thee, and 
I ſhall ran! Wo is me, . that I muſt dwelt 
in Meſhck,, and have my Habitation in the 
Tents of Kedar! © leave me not to my- 


If! I conſecrate both my Soul and Body. 
to 
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to Thee 3 employ them, O Lord, as it (ball 
pleaſe T hee beſt ! 

O forget me not, and let me never for- 
get Thee! Let me rather die a thouſand 
deaths, than live withoat Thee | © tet me 
love Thee ſo, that | way long to draw 0o- 
thers to Tny Love! Let me be grieved 
when Men do'not keep Thy- Law! Let it 
go to my Heart to ſee PThee diſhonoured 
and affronted ! Thou threatneſt me with 
Eternal Flames, if the Flames of Thy Love 
cannot warm me now. I am not worthy to 
love Thee , yet Thou art moſt worthy to 
be loved by me! O let me figh, let ine pant, 
let me breath aſter Thee ! O my Life, let 
me live to Thee ! O' my Glory, let me be 
content to die-for Thee! O my Refuge,let 
meever run to'Thee? O'Thou Eternal Eove, 
let mebe always mindful of Thee! Let me 
embrace Thee ! Let me reſolve not to let 
Thee go, till Thou haſt brought me to that 
place where F ſhall be for ever united 'to 
Thee > | To 01618 

Withdraw mine' Heart fiorh''the Crea- 
ture ! Why ſhould it go aſtray from Thee? 
E am ſenſible, what hurt my fove' to the 
Creature hath :done me: It hathy alienated 
my Heart from Thee 3 it+ hatly made” T 
Word a ſevour of -Death %nto Dearh'td 


me; i hath rendred Thy Promiſes thpid# 
to/me'; it hath made 'me flight Thy Ser+ 
vice ; it hath made Thy ways nauſtoas and 

irk- 
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irkſome to'me ;* it hath made Thy Laws te- 
dious to the; it hath made me forget the 
Life'F ami to live for ever; it hath made me 
weary of Thy Love, backward to Self de- 
nial, made me aſhamed of Chriſt, cool'd m 

Zeal , damp'd my r<l'gious Defires 3 uy. 
ſhall T harbour the Viper in myBoſom any 
more! O throw this: Enemy 'out ' of my 
_ Soul | -Diſpoſſeſs it of 'its habitation, expel 
it by Thy Power , make it vanith by Thy 
Preſence ! I beg not Grace to hate any thing 
that Thou haſt made ; but Thy Aſſiſtance, 
that I may love the Creature leſs than Thee; 
F would not have this love of the Creature 
engroſs my Soul; 1 would not have it uſurp 
Authority in my Heart ; T would not have ic 
take place of my Love to Thy ſweet Se'f; 
I would not have it engroſs my Aﬀections; 
I would have it ſubordinate to Thy Love 
I would have it to be a Servant fo my love 
to: Theez I would nor have it rufe in me; 
I would not have it juſtle ont Thy Love. 

I know, my deareſt Tord, I muſt love my 
Neighbour too : I cannot love Thee, with- 
out | love him with unfcigned Love ! I lie, 
if I (ay I love I hee whom I have not ſeen, 
when IT love 'not my Brother whom, I ſee; 
but I'would not love man better than Thees 
I would not'obcy him more than Thee ; I 
would 'not comply with him to difplcaſe 
Thee; 1 would not prefer his Smiles or 
+ Frowns bctore Thy Favour,or 1 by Indigna- 
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tion;I would love him for Thee,and inThee; 
and, O Thou that haſt loved me, ſo as to die 


- for me, grant me that Charity which is a 


neceſſary effe of my love to Thee ! 

Thou haſt loved my Neighbour,as well as 
myſelf; My Jeſus! Thou haſt died for him, 
as well as for myſelf! Though | mult ſtand. 
amazed at the particular Mercy Thou haſt 
ſhewn to me, yet the light of Thy Favour 
hath ſhined upon my Fellow- Chriſtians too ! 
O let me love them with a pure heart fer- 
vently ! Hereby ſhall all Men know,that we 
are Thy Diſciples, if we love one another. 
O my Lord ; Iamreſolved to be Thy Dif- 
ciple, and therefore will not only love thoſe 
that love me, bur even thoſe that hate me. 
O make me tender-hearted, and compaſſi- 
onate to my Neighbour ! Make me icady to 
forgive, ready to bear with his Infirmities, 
ready to relieve him, ready to aflilt him , 
ready to ſuccour him : Olet all clamour,and 
malice and hatred,and evil ſpeaking and cen- 
ſoriouſneſs, be put away from me ! Rid me 
of all guile, and hypocrific and diſhoneſty : 
Let it be known by my meek, and humble 
and charitable temper , that the ſame mind 
is in me, which was alſo in Chriſt Jeſus. In 
vain do I call myfel{ Thy Follower, it I 
tread not in Thy Steps,. or do not render 
good for evil, and ſhew all meckneſs unto 
all men. 


When I am reviled, let me not revile a- 
gain ? 
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gain ! Let there not be any root of bitter- 
neſs in me! Baniſh from me baſe ſuſpicion ?! 
Teach me to put a favourable conſtraQi- 
on nn other Mens Actions,and to overcome 
Evil with Good ! Mortifie in me the itch of 
contradiction ! Make me affable, courteous, 
kind, gentle ; and let no provocation ſowre 
that diſpoſition in me / Make me patient and 
long-ſuffering.peaceable, and eaſie to be en- 
treated 3 give mea Tempcr that may make 
me rejoyce in the proſperity of others! Let 
all Pride and Envy dic in me! Let me delight 
in Works of Mercy, in feeding the Hungry, 
giving Drink to the Thirlty, Clothing the 
Naked, viliting the Sick,comforting the Pri- 
ſoners,counſelling the Weak, ſupporting tne 
Feeble, direting the Erroneous, reproving 
the Unwary, guiding the Blind, uſing hoſ(- 
pitality to Strangers. 
Make me circumſpe in my Speeches,that 
I offend not with my Tongue ! Give me pre= 
ſence of Mind yn all occaſions, that I may 
not ſpeak or a& raſhly to my Neighbours 
prejudice / O let Thy Love be always be- 
fore me, that I may have compaltion on my 
Fellow-Servant/ O let Thy Blood ſupple 
my Heart, that it may melt at the fight of 
its wants and necciſitics O let that Word 
ſound always in mine Ears, That Though I 
ſpeak with the Tongue of Angels, and bave no 
Charity,it profits me nothing ! 1 ſhall ſee Thy 
Charity in the Sacrament of Thy Supper ? 
[| 
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I ſhall ſee what Thou didſt for me, and all 
the World ! I ſhall ſee what inconveniencies 
Thou didft endure to procure: our Happi- 
neſs ! I ſhall ſee how Thou didſtdeny Thy- | 
(cf for our ſakes ? I ſhall ſee how Thou | 
didſt not count Thine own Life dear to ſave 
ours I ſhall fee how gentle Thou waſt to 
Thy Enemies, how Thou praycdK for them 
| that perſecuted Thee, how Thou didſt bleſs 
them that did curſe T hee ! I ſhall ſee what 
pains Thou tookeſt, what anguiſh Thou en- 
dured*ſt to ſnatch us from Damnation ? 
O let that Charity prevail with me! O 
let that Goodneſs produce Bowels of Mer- 
| cy in me, that.,aS much as in me lies, I may 
keep the Unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
Peace Make me willing to decede from 
mine own Right, for Concords ſake O 
root out that baſe ſelhaſhneſs, which makes 
me ſo careleſs of my Neighbours Good ! O 
1 hou Eternal Truth ! Thou haft promiſed 
ro write Thy Lawsin my Heart © write 
this Law of Love with Thine own Blood, 
and make the CharaGters ſo laſting, that no- 
thing may blot them out! O let me love 
myſelt leſs, that 1 may love Thee and my 
Neighbour more / O let the Fire of Thy 
Love put out the impure Fire 'of my Luſts 
and Corruptions! O let that Fire 'purihe 
my Soul from thoſe inordinatc Paſſions and 
| Defires, which too often endanger it / Thou 
art the God that anſwerclt by Fire 3 Let 
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me feel Thy Fire, and the force of it! Let 
it go through my Soul, and ſcatter Heat 
through every part, that I may be transfor- 
med and changed into Love! Let melove 
Thee vehemently, ardently, ſuperlatively, 
conſtantly, and my Neighbor chaſtely, mo- 
deſtly, purely, ſincerely, and inviolably ! 
Whatever Thou denieſt me, deny me not 
this Love! Remember Thy Word unto Thy 
Servant, in which Thou haſt cauſed me to 
hope! Thou haſt ſaid, I will give unto him 
that is a-thirſt, of the Water of Life, freely ; 
O give me this Love, elſe | faint! O ſpare 
me a lictle, that I may recover ſtrength, 
before I go hence, and be ſeen no more ! 
O Thou Spirit of Love, blow upon me, and 
theſe dry Bones ſhall live! O Jeſu! Come, 
and live in mes and if Thou, who art Love 
and Charity itſelf, live in me, I ſhall love 
all that Thou wouldſt have me love, and 
be a Monument of Thy Love, and ſhare in 
Thy everlaſting Love. Amen. 

Let the King of Heaven hear when I cal!, 


V., 


A Prayer for Imitation of the Holy Life, and 
Example, of Jeſus. 


Thou, who art the Way, the Truth. 

and the Life ! l know Thee,who Thou 

art, the Son of the living God Who ſhall 
G lead 
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lead me into Edam! Who ſhall bring me in- 
fo the ſtrong City, into that City which 
hath Foundations, whoſe Builder and Maker 
is God! Wilt not Thou, O Lord, Strong, 
and Mighty ? Hear, O my Soul ! I hy Re- 
deemer cal's ; If any Man ſerve me, let him 
follow me, and where I am, there ſhall alſo my 
Servant be, OwmyLord. I had need of a 
Guide in this age, when the World lies in 
Wickedneſs? How many ways to Ruine do 
I fce ! How many Nets do I ſee ſpread for 
n.c.' What a Snare.are, even, theſe outward 
Comforts / How do they entice, and draw 
the Heart away / O Father of Mercy ! How 
many thouſands do I ſee beguiled by the 
Riches and Pleaſures of this Life ! How in- 
ſen{ible do they grow of that Life, they are 
to live for ever! How forgetful of God? 
How cnamoured with the Gauds, and Glo- 
ries of this World. How does the Beauty 
of their Souls decay, and wither away. And 
one teaches the other to go to Hell! O my 
God ! What fkalll do among ſo many Enc- 
mics What ſhall I do in all this Darkneſs ! 
What ſhall 1 do among all theſe Precipices ! 
Without Thy Light I muſt needs be loſt! 
Riſe, Riſe, Thou Glorious Morning: Star, 
that I may be ablc to ſee my way! 1 hou 
that art the Light of the World ! He that 
follows T hee, cannot walk in darkneſs! 
Why ſhould I be afraid of going aſtray ? 
Thou art my way, Hew can | b FOmey 

| vcd / 


Prayers and Devotions. 135 


ved! Thou art Goodneſs it{clf, how can 1 
miſtruſt Thee, when Thou haſt ſpile Thy 
Blood for me ! Though naturally Thou 
dwelleſt in alight inacceſſible, yet.of invitt- 
ble, Thou becameſt viſible, on purpoſe that 1 
might follow, not the Father of Lies, not 
Lucifer , not that Enemy who transforms 
himſelf into an Angel of Light, but Thee 
in whom all the Treaſures of Wiſdom and 
Knowledge are. Great Phylician of Souls! 
Thou cameſt down to preſcribe me Phy fick, 
and that 1 might not be afraid to take it , 
did(t take it before me,and of God becamett 
Man, that T might imitate Thee in the Ho- 
lineſs of Thy Human Nature / 

This is it, O my Lord, that my Soul de- 
fires, even to ſet Thee before mine Eycs to 
repreſent Thee in lively Colours before my 
Mind, and to conform to Thy great Ex- 
ample! O my Feſus ! Thy Spirit 1 want , 
which may change me into: Thy Image from 
Glory to Glory, from one degree of Bright- 
neſs to another, and enable me to compre- 
hend with all Saints, what is the depth and 
breadth, and height, and length of the Love 
of God, and may be filled with the tulucts 
of God. 

O my God My Soul longs to ſay with 
Thy Apoltle , 1 live, yet not I, but Cor'7 
lives in me. Once Thou did create me at- 
ter Thy Tmage; but I defaced it, thoſe curi- 
ous Lines 1 darkned, and daſhed, yer 1 hou 
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haſt given me hopes to recover that'Jewel » 
and, Omy Lord, do Thou place it-in- its 
Throne again. How do lT long to have my 
Mind renewed, and my Soul transformed , | 
that I may mind the things of the Spirit 
with ſincerity and earneſtneſs! Who but a 
Fool would not tread in "Ihy ſteps, my 
deareſt Lord! Yet ſuch a Fool, ſuch a Sott, 
ſuch a Beaſt I-have been! .I have ſeen "Thee 
lightning me to. Heaven, and yet have lo- 
ved Darkneſs better than Light ! O Thou 
Eternal Wiſdom! I hate this Folly ! I ab- 
hor this Stupidity ! I will follow the Lamb 
whitherſoever he goes. The Apolles fol- 
lowed Thee, why ſhould not I? Whole Ar= | 
mies of Primitive Believers followed Thee, 


Why ſhould not I > Why ſhould 1 come be- 
hind them? Why ſhould L have leſs eſteem 
for Thee, than they had ? 

My very Name obliges me to follow Thee! 
What am I a Chriſtian for, if I do not imi- 
tate I hee! Olet me not blaſpheme that wor- 
thy Name whereby I am called ! I blaſpheme 
it, if by my vain Converſation I give Thine 
Enemies occaſion to ſpeak ill of Thy Reli- 

_ gion. Dol call myſelf by Thy Name, and 
am loth to tread in Thy ſteps! My Heart 
is ſtubborn /. My Will perverſe! O do thou 
bow it Make me ready, make me willing, 
make me expedite for this Work. Thou 
tookeſt up Thy Croſs, O let me not dream | 
of Bcds of Raſes ! Thou waſt ſubjeR to Thy 
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Parents, Oh make me ſubmiſſive to my Su- 


periours*! Thou didſt refift Temptations , 


Oh let me not be overcome by them ! Thou 
didſt deſpiſe the- World, Oh let me not be 
enamoured with it ! Thou wenteſt about do- 
ing good , Oh let me not be backward to 
works of Charity! Thou did{t deny Thyſelf, 
O let menot indulge my vain defrres. Thou 
did{t work while the day did laſt, Oh ler 
me not harden my Heart in this my day'! 
Thou-waſt humble, . Oh let the ſame humi- 
lity take root in my Soul ! Thou walſt meek, 
Oh let this meckneſs be the rule of all my 
AQions! Thou didſt not aim at Vain-Glo- 
ry , Oh let no ſuch pitifal- end defile my 


Soul ! Fhou didſt bear with the weak, Oh 


let me be tender-hearted, aud gentle too! 
Thou didſt patiently endure injuries, Oh 
let me not fret and murmur under them ! 
TT kou waſt faithfal in all Thy Fathers Houſe, 
Oh let me be ſo in the Duties of my Cal- 


ling, and Relations ! Thou didſt receive 


and embrace 'the Penitent, Oh let me re- 
joyce over thoſe who are ſorry for their 
Faults ! Thou didſt encourage Goodneſs 
and Holy Inclinations:! Oh let me cheriſh 
them, whereſoever | tind them ! Thou didft 
do Thy Fathers Will, Oh let me not pre- 
tend impediments! Thou didſt good for 
evil, Oh let me not recompenſe Sin: with 
Sin ! A ſenſe of Gods Goodneſs, was Meat 
and Drink to Thee, Oh let it be myDier 
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too! T hou waſt a pattern of Gravity, Oh 
let me not be vain and fooliſh in my Con- 
verſation / Thou didſi ſpend Thyſclffor the 
good of Mankind, Oh let me not indulge 
my Eaſe too much ! Thou didft intirely re- 
fign T hyſ(clf to Thy Fathers pleaſure under 
the ſevereſt Trials, Oh teach me this Art 
of Self-refignation too / Thou wali zealous 
for the Houſe of God, Oh let not Luke- 
warmneſs ſpoil my Soul ! Thou waſt not 
taken with the Pomp and Glory of the 
World, Oh let me not be gull'd with theſe 
empty Shows ! The Frowns and Contempt 
of Men could not make Thee weary of be- 
ing ſtrictly conſcientious , Oh let pot theſe 
pitiful things make me aſhamed of Thee » 
and Thy Goſpel! 

©O-my Jeſus! Thy Kingdom mult ſuffer 
violence; and whoever enters there, muſt 
force his way through all impediments:And 
what if ] offes vjolence to my Luſis and Pa- 
fions for a time, How ſweet wijl it be to lie 
encircled in Thy Arms one Day, and to 
hear Thee ſay, Come ye blefſed of my Father, 
inherit the Kingdom prepared for you ! Thou 
doſi promiſe me, That if F will fght for 
Thee, Thou wilt give me to cat of the Tree 
of Life, and to fit down with Thee in Thy 
Kingdom, at Thy Table, and tobe a King 
and a Pricit for everz; Do I bclieve this, 
and (cruple fighting the good Fight ? Dol 
bclicve this, and am atxajid of the Worlds 
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frowns? Do TI believe this, and am I aſha- 
med of the Sevyerities Thou calleſt me to ? 
Why ſhould I miſtruſt Thee, when I ſee 
Thee uſe the ſame mortiticetions T hou bid- 
deit me chuſe? If a Soldicr fee his King 
uſe the ſame Pains, Habit, aud hard Fare 
which th; meancft Man in the Army uſes, 
what courage doth it infuſe into him <o 
endure hardſhip and other difficulties, that 
way attend the various enterprizes he is en- 
paged in ? | 
O my Lord ! That very contemptof the 
World, chat Meckne(s and Humility, that 
ſeverity of Life, that averſion from ſenſual 
Pleaſures, that enmity to Sin, that hatred 
of Vanity, that indignation againſt brutiſh 
Delights, that Sincerity , that Simplicity 
Thou requireſt of me, Thou didſi obſerve 
and praQtiſe, and perform Thyſelf; fo that 
Thoulayeft the ſame Burden on my Shoul- 
ders that Tay on Thine; and if I die with 
Thee, I ſhall live with Thee too; if 1 (uf- 
fer with Thee, 1 ſhall reign with Thee, 
O chen, I will not tarry ! I will make 
haſte, and conform to Thine Example! 1 
ſhall not fare worſe than my King and Ma- 
ſter did 3 and as | have born the Image of 


the Earthly, Co I ſhall bear the Image ot the 
Heavenly too. I will walk as my Jeſus walk- 
cd !/O my Lord ! Make me Holy, as Thou 
art Holy; PerfeA, as my: Father which is 
in Heaven is PerfeQ! O my Lord, there 
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is no other way to Glory , but by Thee! 
Thou being-exceeding rich b:cameſt poor 
to enrich my Soul ! Thou cameſt not todo 
Thine own Will but the Will of him that 
ſent Thee ! Put Thine Arms under me; and 
I will not do mine own Will: 1 will fol- 
tow Thee through Fire and Watcr; I will 
follow Thee through Bryars and Thorns, 
ehrough good Report and evil Report, 

O chaſe away all ſlaviſh frar from my 
Soul! Let me not be afraid of difficulties ! 
What can be difficult, where Thou art both 
the Guide and the Encourager ? I hou canſt 
not deceive me3 Thou canſt not delude me 
It muſt beſo as Thou haſt ſaid : All things 
are poſlible to him that believes: VII chuſe 
ſome hardſhip here, fo I may reſt in Thy 
Boſom hereafter ; I'll be content to paſs 
through a dirty way for ſome time, that I 
may lie downin the green Paſtures of Thy 
Mercy for ever. The light of I hy Croſs in 
the Holy Sacrament ſhall be my Motive: 
1'll draw Arguments - from that Remem- 
brance of Thy Death, todie to the World. 
I will travel with Thee I will ſailthrough 
the boiſterous Sea of this Life with Thee: 
And, O my Jeſus! let me arrive ſafe at laſt 
in the Everlaſting Harbour. Amen, Amen. 
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V I. 


A Thankſgiving after Receiving of the Lord's- 
Supper, to be ſaid . either at Church, or at- 
Home. 


N D: now, What Reward fhall I ren-: 
A. der unto Thee, O Holy, and Bleſſed, 
and Incomprehenſible Trinity, for all the. 
Benefits I have reecived at Thy Hands this- 
day! Awake up, my Glory | Awake, my 
outward, and inward Man! I will fing, and - 
give praiſe! Whence is it, that ſo poor a- 
Wretch, as | am, is crowned with all this- 
Mercy -and loving! Kindne(s ! O my Soul ;; 
thou haſt: been watered this:day with the: 
Streams -that flow - frem the Paradiſe of 
God ! I that was worthy of God's hatred, 
how have 1 this day been advanced ! What: 
great things hath God done for-me! What 
Honour hath he laid upon me ! What Ma:.. 
jeſty,, what Gloxy. hath he conferr'd upon 
_ 

I feel the Fire of God within-me ! My 
Heart grows hot within me! I will fing,and 
give Praiſe! Who would not praiſe Thee , 
that hath ſeen Thy goings.in the SanQtuary, 
as 1 have ſeenthem this day.! Holy Father; 
Thou haſt this day embraced me ! Holy Jes 
ſus, Thou haſt this day poured out Bleflings - 
upon me. Holy Spirit, Thow. halt -this day 
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manifeſted Thyſelf unto me ! Holy, Holy, 
Holy,Lord God of Hoſts, Thou haſt hum- 
bled Thyſelf this day to a dead Dog ! O how 
often have I returned to: the Vomit ! How 
often have I gone a whoring from Thee ! 
Yet bchold, the Lord, inſtead of the Bread 
of AfiRtion,hath given me the Bread which 
canie down from Heaven; inftead of the 
Cup of trembling, hath given me the Cup 
ot Salvation ! I will remember Thy Name, 
@: Lord, I will ſpeak of Thy wondrous 
Works. 

O, my Lord! I ſee Thy hand is not ſhort- 
ned neither is Thy ſtrength abated ! Thou, 
that hadſt mercy on the vileſt Sinners for- 
rperly., extendeft Thy Goodneſs to ſuch 
miſcrable reatures ill! Ihave drawn Was 
ter this day. from the Well of Salvation, e- 
ver. from Thy Wounds, O Crucificd Re- 
dcemer! Thou haſt looked upon this Pro- 
digal this day; Thou haſt run , and fallen 
on-.my Neck, and kifſed my polluted Soul. 
Olr Honour! Oh Dignity ! Oh Compaſſi- 
©7 !' Oh Charity ! Oh Love ! Oh Mercy ! 
Oh Goodneſs ! which the Redcemed of the 
Lord muſt ſpeak of! Even they, whom he 
hath redeemed from the hand of the Enemy, 
22d gathered them out of the Lands, from 
the Eait, and fromthe Weſt,from the North. 
ayd from the South; they. wandred in the 
Wilderneſs, in a folitary way, they found 
np City to dwell in 3 Hungry, and Thirſty, 
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Ficir Soul fainted in them ; then they cry+ 
ed unto the Lord in their trouble, #nd he 
delivered them ont of their diſtrefles, and 
he led them forth by the right way, that 
they might goto a City of Habitation! O 
that Men would praiſe the Lord for his 
Goodneſs, and for his wonderful Works to 
the Children of Men ! 

Open to me the Gates of Righteouſneſs I 
will go into them,and I will praiſe the Lord, 
This is the Gate of the Lord.into which the 
Righteous ſhall enter, I wil! praiſe Thee, 
for Thou haſt heard me, and art become my 
Salvation, The Stone which the Builders 
refuſed, is become the head- Stone of the 
Corner. This is the Lords doing, andit is 
marvellous in cur Eyes. It I forget Thee, 
O my f:ſus! let my Tongue cleave to the 
roof of my Mouth. Thou baſt regarded 
my Tears; Thou haſt taken notice of my 
Supplication, Thou haft given me my Hearts 
delire3 Fhou haſt not wit bheld from me the 
requeſts of my Lips! Thou haſt giver me 
lcave to come to Thine Altar this day. and 
toliſe up my hands towards Thy Holy Q- 
racte ! Thou haſt fed my Sou! this day 
with Royal Daintics, with Peacc and Par- 
don, with a right to Thy Promiſes, 2nd ot> 
fers of Eternal Life, with afiſtances of 1 hy 
Holy Spirit, and the Riches of Grace and 
Mercy. This is the Food, which the Holy 
Pread and Wine have repreſented to me 
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this Day, and with this Food Thou haſh 
Blcfſed my Soul. In this Food will I Glory, 
of this will I make my boaſt, This is Food 
for Immortal Spirits! This preſerves Souls 
through the power of God unto Salvation ! 
This is Bread which fades not away 3 this 
isthe Wine which may be had without Mo- 
ney, and without Price, 

O my God! Thou requireſt no Price, 
but a wounded Heart ! no Gold, no Silver, 
no Jewel, but an obedient Soul! 1 bring it, 
I offerit. Ibeg Thou would'|& be pleaſed 
to accept of it Thou deſerveſt itz Thou 
may'ſt challenge it; it's Thine, Thou ga- 
veſt it me, Thy Spirit made it willing : Thy 
Grace did melt it: Thy Fire burnt a» 
way the Droſs: Thy Goodneſs purificd it, 
and Thou wilt cleanſe it more and more. All 
the Good IThaveis Thine! From Thee it 
flows ! From. Thee it ſprings! T hou convey- 
eſt it to my Soul. Ihou opencſt mine Ears; 
Thou awakeneſt me; every good Thought I 
haveis Thine ;every good inclination, eve- 
ry good reſolution, every good intention is 
Thine 3 Thou influencclt every good aCtion 
L perform. My praiſc ſhall be of, Thee in 
the great Congregation, I will declare Thy 
Faithfulneſs and Salvation. 

O how good is God to Iſrael,even tothem, 
that are of aclcan Heart! O make me clean, 
that I may feel Thy Goodneſs! Thou art 
my Phyſician, I am Thy Paticntz Thou 
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art my Father, I am Thy Son; Thou art 
my Maſter, lam Thy Servant ; Thou art 
my Teacher, I am Thy Diſciple : Thy Spi- 
rit is Good, O lead me in the way Everlaſt- 
ing / | 
God forbid, that I ſhould glory in any 
thing, ſave in the Crols of Chriſt, and him 
Crucified. O that the World were Crucitfi- 
ed to me, and I unto the World! L will 
rejoyce in Thy Love, my Deareft Lord / I 
have ſeen Thy Power, Wiſdom and Good- 
neſs. I ſee what pains Thou takeſt with my 
Soul to make it happy, to drive away the 
night of Ignorance from it,and to make me 
know there is no true Bliſs, no true Com- 
fort but in Thee . Thou teacheſt me to 
overcome my Spiritual Enemies; Bleffed be 
the Lord my ſtrength, which teaches my 
Hands to War, and my Fingers to Fight, my 
Goodneſs, and my Fortreſs, my high Tower 
and my Deliverer, my Sliield, and in whom 
I truſt, Thou preventeſt me with Thy 
Grace 3 Thou givelt me the earnelt of E- 
ternal Gloryz by Thy. Spirit, 1 am ſealed 
unto the day of Redemption Thou art my 
palt,my preſent, and my future, Good ! Let 
the People —_— thee, O God, let all the Pee 
ple praiſe thee! © that all Men might know 
and love Thee! O that all Mankind might 
feel Thy Power, and Glory O Thou whe 
art the chietefſt among, Ten thouſand, the 
Upright love Thee ; and: among Ry 
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the unworthielt of thy Servants preſume 
to love thy Name ! Thouhaſt made meto 
walk upon mine high places,and in the bit- 
terneſs of my Soul haſt refreſh*d my Spirit 3 
Thou haſt pardoned, I hope, all my Sins, 
and blotted out mine iniquitics as a thick 
Cloud. IexpeR Thou ſhould*ft forgive me 
much, and therefore ſure I muſt love Thee 
much ! Thou haſt born my Grief, and car- 
ried my Sorrows; Thy Iorments have gi- 
ven me caſe, Thy Reproaches have procu- 
red my Glory, and Thy Mifery is the cauſe 
of all my Happineſs. 

Therefore I will put on the Lord Zeſwus 
Chriſt: Thou ſhalt be my Garment, my 
Crown, my Diadem. I will fing unto Thee 
as long as I live. I will ſing praiſe unto my 
God, while I have my Being, My Medita- 
tion of Thee ſha'l be ſweet, I will be glad 
in the Lord ! O my Lord! I rejojce to 
hear that every Knee bows unto Thee. I | 
would have all the World fall down before 
Thee, and worſhip I hce. I rcjoyce in all 
the good things that thou poſſeſſeſi, not 
that I expeCt Thou ſhould*ſt make me par- 
taker of all, but becauſe They are in Thee, 
and they are I1hine, and Thou doſt dif- 
penſe them to Thy Creatures, according 
to Thy ple:ſure. 

I rcjoyce, O Lord, in all he Glorious 
Gifts Thou haſt conferred on the Head of 
the Church, the Man. feſus Chrit, I re- 


joyce 
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joyce in all the Mercies, Thou haſt beſtow- 
ed on the blefied Angels, in that Purity and- 
Innocence, in that Brightneſs and Splendor, 
in that Bliſs and Felicity, they are crowne& 
withal, in their care of Thy. People, in 


their Miniſterial Offices to thoſe that ſhall 


be Heirs of Salvation. IT reoyce in all the 
Graces, Thou haſt diſpenſed to Thy Holy 
Apoſtles, in their miraculous healing of the 
Sick, in their powerful Preaching, whereby 
the World was converted, in their Know- 
ledge, and INumination, in their Zeal and: 
Fervour, in their Patience, and Humility , 
in their. Watchfulnc(s, and Heavenly-mind- 
edneſs; for in all theſe I fee Thy. mighty 
Arm, and Thy firong Hand, and thelight 
of Thy Countenance: And all that they 
have done, and ſaid, is written for my Learn> 
ing. 

J rejoyce in all the Bleſſings Thy Saints 
enjoy, in Thy calling them te Thy. marve]- 
lous Light, in. Thy adorning their Souls 
with ſo many reſplendent Virtues, in Thy 
- henouring of them with the lofty Titles of 
Children, and Brethren, and Friends, and 
Kings, and Prieftsz in thy vifting of them 
with Thy Salvatjon, id Thy aſhſting ofthe 
with Thy Power, T hy Spirit, and Thy In- 
fluences in their Dangers and Neceſhities 3 
in Thy helping their Infirmities, in Thy 
purifying of their Souls, in Thy enlivenin 
their Spirits, that they may not be aſhame 


of 
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of the Goſpel of Chriſt Feſus ;, in Thy keep- 
ing of them from all Evil, in Thy reſcuing 
of them from Temptations; in Thy giving 
them a happy Death, and Promiſe of a. 
Glorious-Reſurreion. I rejoyce in all Thy 
Mercies to-Poor Sinners, in Thy calling of 
them to Repentance,in Thy entreating, ad- 
moniſhing, and beſeeching of them to be re-- 
conciled to.God, in Thy foxbearing of them, 
in Thy. Patience. and Long, ſuffering to- 
ward them; in Thy waiting: for their, Re- 
pentance, in Thy adjuring of them by Bow- 
els of Mercy, by the Blood of ſs, by the 
Wounds of a Crucified Redeemer, by the. 
ſweeteſt CaYs ,. and by the greateſt Motives. 
to Scriouſneſs, and Holineſs 3..in Thy recei- 
ving the Penitent, in Thy forgetting all. 
their Unkindneffes, and forgiving the Af- 
fronts they have offered unto Thee; in, 
Thy remembring their Sins no more,. and 
drowning them in the depth of the Sea , 
even in-the. Blood of the Lamab, which was 
ſlain from:the Foundation of the World. 

I rejoyce in all Thy loving kindneſſes to 
Thy Church, in I hy giving her Thy Word, 
Thy Ordinances, Thy. Sacraments ; in Thy. 
making her Thy Bride, Thy Spouſe, and 
'Thy. Favonrite 3 ia Thy Qrdaining the 
Lord Jeſus to be her Head, her Husband , 
and her ProteQor, and Nurling Father. 

O Jeſu! Ircjoyce in Thy Incarnation,in 
the great Myſtery of Godlineſs, God moot 
clte 
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ſeſted in the fleſh, juſtified in the Spirit z 
ſeen of Angels, preached in the World, 
believed on by the Genti'cs, received up 
into Glory, I have reaſon to rejoyce in 
Thy hypoſtatick Union, in Thy being the 
Prince of Men, and Angels, and in that all 
the Treaſures of Wiſdom and Knowledge 
are in Thee, I rejoyce in Thy ſeading the 
Comforter into the World 3 in Thy Pro- 
miſes, in Thy Offers, in Thy Providences, 
in the Provifion Thou haſt made for our 
Souls and Bodies. 


O give mea thankful Heart for my right 
Shape, for my Health, and Strength , and 
temporal. Advantages; O what a Mercy is 
jt, that Thou haſt cauſed me to be born in 
the Light, in the true Religion, in a Reli- 
gion free from notoricus Errors, and Su» 
perſtitions! How amlIbeholden to Thee, 
that Thou haſt kept me from ſo many op- 
portunities of ſinning againſt Thee, from 
abundance of Temptations, from innume- 
rable occaſions of evil ! How many have 
been ſnatcht away by ſudden death ;, and 1 
am alive yet! How many have been denied 
the Grace of Repentance. which Thou Kill 
offereſt to me, that | have a Heart to pray 
and praiſe Thy Name; What a mighty to- 
ken of Thy Love is this! Let Heaven and 
Earth praiſe the Lord; let all the Angels 


in Heaven praiſe Him. Let every Frog 
_ that 


TO Prayers and Divotions, 


that hath breath, praiſe the Lord 3 praiſe 
thou the Lord, O my Soul! 

I remember, O Lord, how, when I have 
gone through the Watcr, Thou haſt been 
with me ; when I have paſſed through the 
Fire, Thou haſt commanded the Flames not 
to kindle upon me Ircmember, when tor 
a {mall moment, Thou hai hid Thy Face 
from me ; How, with evarlaſting Kindacſ- 
fes, Thou haſt viſited me again! O how 
often haſt Thou delivered me from the ne- 
thermoſt Hell! when I] have been ready to 
{ink in the Mire T hou hafi pulled me out of 
the horrible Pit,o: t of the miry Clay,and ſec 
eny Fect upon « Rock, and cftabliſhed my 
goings! When the ſnazcs of Death have 
iacomyaſſed me, and the pains of Hell laid 
hold on me, Thou haft delivered wy Soul 
from Deach, mine Eyes from Tears,and my 
Feet from falling. I will walk before the 
Lord, in the Land of the Living : What 
reward hall I render unto Thee for all Thy 
benefics! How loth hat Thou been to be- 
hold my Ruinef How haſt Thou called af- 
ter me, Have mercy on thyſelf ! With what 
convictions haſt Thou followed me ! What 
checks of Conſcience haſt Thou given 
me! O my Lord! Thou ſhalt have all 
the Glory, Thou art worthy to receive Bleſ- 
fing, and Honour, and Majeſty, and Dormi- 
nion. How precious are Thy Mercies ! How 
rich Thy loving Kindacſſes ! To doſo@ much 


for 
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for duſt and aſhes, for a Worm, for a Graſ- 
hopper , for a Creature that hath abuſed 
Thee, and rebelled againſt Thee; O what 
Goodneſs is this. My Underſtanding is not 
vie enough to comprehend it. I'll acknow- 
ledge Thee for my God , I'llown Thee for 
my Redeemer; Thou ſhalt be my King, 
my Maſter, my Soyercign Lord ! I will con- 
{ecrate all my Labours, all my Services, all 
I have, and all I am, to Thy Glory / © what 
e favour is forgivene(s of Sin, which 1 truſt 
I bave reccived this day ! | 

Think, O my Soul, what a bondage thou 
art delivered from | Think, what a Qlayery 
thou art freed from! Now thou ort @t li- 
bderty, now thou may*k ſerve God chenrhal- 
Jy ; now thou may" fredly $2.00 (from Vie 
ring: ch is 6 fey of ed Tres; 
S1iving ; this is @ Bf 5 
this is a day err So be gemembred ; 
©-rvy Jeſus / Thou baRt this day viled the 
Earth, and watercd it * Thou baſt made it 
zich with Thy Showres 3 Thy Grace hath 
dropped upon me this day , like the Rain 
on the mowen Graſs ! O order wy Steps 
according to Thy Word for the future! 
Let me fee Thee in every Mercy! Teach 
me to admire Thee in every Bleflog! Let 
nothing ſeduce my Heart from Thee: When 
any afflictions come upon me, let me reccive 
them with Thanks and Submiffion ! When 
L (tumble, do Thou ſupport me ; wen | 

| q 
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fall, do- Thou raiſe me; when I go aſtray, 
do Thou ſeck me when-l err, do Thou 
dire& me; when I ſlacken in Thy ſervice, 
do Thou ſtrengthen me. Keep the Door 
of my Scnſes, that no impure thing may en- 
ter there, Let my Heart be thy Temple ! 
Teach me to exquire daily , what progreſs 
I make in Thy way! Let Thy Word be a 
Lanthorn to my Feet, and a Light unto my 
Paths.! Let no evil Company diſcourage 
me ! Let Thy Providence dire& me to 
perſons that love Thy Law, and in theſe 
excellent ones let all my Delight and Com- 
fort be! 

© my Lord, my Life is hid in Thee! But 
when Thy Glory ſhall appear , I ſhall be 
like Thee:! Speak. Lord , for Thy Servant 
hears !-Let none of. Thy Commandments 
be hence-forward grievous to me ! Open 
Thy hand and feed my -Soul.! When 1 am 
tempted, lay. no more upon me, than b am 
able to bear! Give me courage to ſtrive 
to- enter -in at the ſtrait Gate / Let. me 
ever look at the things which are not 
ſeen 3 for the things which are ſeen are 
Temporal ; but the things which are not 
feen are Eternal !! Thy Kingdom, Lord , 
is not in Meat.and Drink. but in Peace, 
and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt; Give me a 
taſte of it! Let Eternity be always-in my 
mind! Into Thy hands I. do commend my 


Spizit, my Body., and all: the concerns of 


my 
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my Life / Let Thy Grace come down up- 
on me plentifully / Let me not do Thy 
Will negligently ! Let me live in the 
thoughts of another Life , and let thoſe 
Thoughts encourage me to follow after , 
that I may apprehend that, for which 1 
am alſo apprehended of Chriſt Jeſus ! O hear 
me! O anſwer me! O pity me! O relieve 
me ! Ocomein! Ofuccour me, Thou that 
art the God of my Salvation,and my Tongue 
ſhall talk of Thy Righteouſneſs, all the day 
long ! Let all thoſe that ſeek Thee, rejoyce, 
and be glad in Thee, and let ſuch as love 
Thy Salvation, ſay continually, Let God be 
magnified! I am poor and needy, make 
haſte unto me, O God ! Thou art my Help, 
and my Deliverer: O Lord, make no tarry- 
ing, Amen, Amen. 
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